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iA. Weighty Price in Sovereignty 
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By Alan Friedman 

"P International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — Mexico will pay a heavy price, 
» ceding a significant chunk of its national 
f sovereignty, in order to tap into nearly $50 
: buhon of emergency U.S. and internation- 
al loans that are designed to stanch its 
financial crisis. 

. While President Ernesto Zedillo Ponce 
aelson has been quick to tell domestic 
audiences that the new loan p ackage will 
■ not threaten “the sovereignty of the na- 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

tion." the reality is that the economic con- 
ditions expected to be imposed by the 
International Monetary Fund mean that 
his government will effectively share con- 
trol of its. destiny for many months to 
come. 

The IMF guidelines, while in theory 
only tied to $17.5 billion of the rescue 
money, will almost certainly set the stan- 
dard for the other major components of 
The package, including $10 billion of loans 
from the world’s leading central banks and 
$20 billion from the 115, Treasury. 

_ The details of the global rescue for Mex- 
ico are going to top the agenda when 
finance ministers from the Group of Seven 
nations meet in Toronto on Friday and 
Saturday. But it is already clear that at the 
heart of any program of economic mea- 
sures win be the need to burst the infla- 
tionary bubble that is resulting from Mexi- 
co’s bungled devaluation of the peso. 
Among the conditions most likely to be set 
are: ; 

• That Mexico offer future oil revenue 
as collateral against the $20 billion of U.S. 
Treasury credits and the $10 'billion of ; 
non-U-S. central bank loans tbit are to be 
coordinated by the Basel-based Bank for 
International Settlements, the central 
bankers' clearinghouse. . 

h* That Mexico cany out a much mare 
rigorous management of its money supply, 
meaning bigherinterest rates that will slow 
down economic growth arid could even • 
phinge Mexico into a recession. 

' • Tbai Mat^j jighfen its fiscal policy, 

meaning grange of -public spending cuts. 

• That Mexica>iniposestrongcr controls 
. . 33 credits for the development of Mexican 
‘ industry that have been handed out to 

companies by the government much too 
freely. 

Some Mexico-watchers may argue that 


Irish -British Plan for Talks 
Provokes a Unionist Storm 


By John Daxnton 

.Vew York Times Senice 

LONDON — Prospects for peace nego- 
tiations in ‘Northern Ireland hit a snag 
Wednesday when details of a Brilisb-Irish 
plan to guide the talks were disclosed to 
the press, provoking a storm of protest 
from Northern Ireland’s unionist politi- 
. cians. ‘ . Tn 

The Protestant unionists, who want Ul- 
ster to remain part of Britain, charged that 
the plan gave the Irish Republic a role in 
running affair s norih of the border. 

In particular, they objected to a propos- 
al for a joint north-south Irish authority 
rital would have strong executive powers m 
certain areas and would deal directly with 
the 15-nation European Union. 

To the unionists, this conjure d up them 
C- L ultimate nightmare — Ireland’s reunifica- 

i!OB. . 

-If this document were agreed to by the 

Bri tish government it will be regarded as a 
sellout," said David Trimble, a member of 
Parliament from the dominant and modcr- 
a ie Ulster Unionist Party. “It is completely 
unacceptable to unionists. 

He said the unionists might not only 
refuse to join in any negotiations, but also 
v SSaw their suR>ort from the Conscr- 

r v2l;ve government London, which 

i w-'uld transform Prime Minister John M 
e jor’s working majority in Parliament into a 

• ^o^ pubheation of ^ section of the 
r dra/i document in The Tunes of London 

* turned into a crisis for the government and 
I. threatened to overwhelm the delicate. 


month search for a way out of 25 years of 
sectarian conflict in Northern behind. 

The gravity was signaled by a special 
debate in the House of Commons, called in 
response to the disclosure, and by a tide- 
vised address to the nation by the prime 
minister Wednesday evening. 

“Judge air proposals as a whole. There 
is nothing for you to fear,” Mr. Major said 
in the address, adding: “My aim is lasting 
peace. For the first time in 25 years, we 
nave a real chance of achieving this. It 
should not be thrown away by fears that 
are unreal and accusations that axe un- 
true.” 

But throughout the day, the government 
was trying to pot out the Gres ignited by 
the fears of unionists, who represent the 
province's 950,000 Protestant majority. 
Government officials pointed out that the 
leaked document was only a draft and that 
even if the agreement had been struck the 
unionists could tom it down at the negoti- 
ating table or kiU it in a public referendum. 

■ “This is not some blueprint to be im- 
posed on the people of Northern Ireland,” 
the secretary tor Northern Ireland, Sir Pat- 
rick Mayhew, emphas i zed during the 
Commons debate. He reiterated the gov- 
ernment’s insistence that the documart in 
no way envisioned joint authority over the 
north between Dublin and London. 

Tins was not enough to assuage the 
unionists. The Reverend Ian Paisley, 
whose Democratic UmonistParty is more 
extreme than the Ulster Unionist Party, 
thundered that it was a s ellout. “The secre- 
See ULSTER, Page 4 
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A Cairo Summit for Mideast Peace 


this is what Mexican policymakers would 
have had to do under any circumstances. 
But there is no doubt that the conditions 
attached to the international rescue pack- 
age will act as a powerful disdpline. just as 
was the case in 1982, when the IMF forced 
Mexico into a severe austerity program 
following its debt crisis. 

The conditions will force President Ze- 
dillo to take steps that might have been 
otherwise hard to push through. Yet, they 
will also give him an argument to use 
against critics, namely that without such 
measures the country would not have 
gained access to desperately needed funds 
and would have faced financial chaos. 

Robert D. Hormats, a former senior 
U.S. financial official and the vice-chair- 
man of Goldman Sachs (International) 
Inc., noted in an interview Wednesday that 
“any country that has an IMF agreement 
has to meet certain conditions and loses a 
certain amount of its own sovereignty by 
virtue of the fact that it has to adhere to 
those conditions.” He added, however, 
that the likely conditions did not appear to 
be unreasonable given the situation. 

Meanwhile, in domestic Mexican politi- 
cal terms, what almost every foreign finan- 
cial official involved in the rescue agrees 
upon is that tough as the economic mea- 
sures may be, the new loan package will 
hurt national pride far less than would 
have been the case if Mexico had been on 
the receiving end of congressional condi- 
tions attached to the Clinton administra- 
tion’s aborted $40 billion package of loan 

piaranlRK 

Among the conditions being proposed 
in Congress were drastic limits on Mexi- 
co's political and economic relations with 
Cuba, steps to clamp down on illegal emi- 
grants headed for the United States, an 
increase in Mexico’s minimi tm wage and 
the setting up of a currency board to keep 
the peso pegged to the U.SL dollar. 

Most of these conditions — and espe- 
cially the restrictions on ties to Cuba or the 
boosting of a minimum wage — were ei- 
ther impractical or just purely political, 
mid they bore little relation to the airing of 
Mexico’s liquidity crisis. Some weresiinply . 
leftover ideas that congressional critics of 
the North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment failed to attach to that trade deal 
before it was approved in late 1993. 

Among the sharpest consequences of the 
conditions that wffl soon be imposed on 
Mexico in exchange for its rescue package 
is the danger of recession. 


By Barton Ge liman 
and Kimberly Dozier 

Washington Foal Service 

JERUSALEM — The leaders of Israel. Egypt, Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Organization will gather Thursday in 
Cairo for their first four-way summit meeting. 

Israeli officials hill the meeting as a convocation of the 
Middle East “peace club,” bringing together for the first time 
all the Arab parties that have signed agreements with Israel. 
The four leaders hope to set aside the considerable tensions 
among them in order to stanch the loss of popular support for 
negotiated movement toward Palestinian self-rule. 

Diplomats who have monitored preparation of the s ummi t 
talks expect a joint communique denouncing terrorism, which 
would be especially welcome in Israel but is highly relevant to 
Egypt as well in its battle with Islamic fundamentalists. Little 
is expected from the meeting by way of concrete initiative. 




“The message will be in the image of those four leaders 
sta n di n g together and supporting the peace process said 
Israel’s chief government spokesman. Uri Dromi. “It’s not a 
small thing. We’re talking about perceptions here.” 

Israeli-PaJestinian talks, poisoned by violence and festering 
grievances among the two publics, have not officially been 
suspended, but they have not taken place since a Jan. 22 
suicide bombing killed 21 young 1 ct»i»Ik 
P rime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat, c hairma n 
of the PLO, are both battered by rejectionists. and for the first 
time they face domestic majorities that teD public opinion 
pollsters the talks should stop. 

Thursday’s me e t in g, of which President Hosni Mubarak of 
E©pt wfll be host, was said here and in Cairo to be Mr. 
Mubarak’s way of trying to improve the standing of both men. 
The summit meeting “is to give the impression to the Israeli 

See MIDEAST, Page 4 
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A worker in Zeft, Germany, beg inning to dean op as the Moselle River receded on Wetbesday. 

Flooding Threatens Dikes in Netherlands 


By Barry James 

International Herald Tribune 

Dikes in the Netherlands, although 
strained and weakened, held back rivers 
swollen to some of the highest levels this 
century on Wednesday, but the authorities 
said the risk of huge inundations was far 
from over. . 

Thousands more people were ordered to 
leave their homes as sandbagged defenses 
reached the breaking point. Because of 
flooding or the threat of flooding, nearly a 
quarter of a million people in the Nether- 
lands have fled or been ordered to leave by 
Thursday monring. 

In Germany, France and Belgium, 
floodwaiers slowly ebbed, leaving behind 
damage estimated at hundreds of millions 
of dollars. At least 27 people have been 
IriSed by the flooding in northern Europe. 


Although heavy rains had stopped, the 
level of the roiling rivers continued to rise 
downstream in the Netherlands. 

Thousands of hectares in Gelderiand, a 
low-lying province in the eastern Nether- 
lands, were submerged, but with the evacu- 
ations only one death was reported in the 
country. 

The biggest threat on Wednesday was to 
a basin west of the city of Nijmegen, where 
the rivers Rhine, Waal and Meuse run in 
parallel only a few kilometers apart. 

The police evacuated about 3,000 people 
from the town of Och ten, 40 kilometers (25 
miles) of Nijmegen, where a dike threat- 
ened to collapse. 

Engineers said the biggest danger was 
not rivers flowing over the dikes, but ero- 
sion that would cause a collapse. They 


were looking for signs that the water seep- 
ing from the dikes had turned muddy or 
sandy, indicating that the defenses were 
coQajpjting from within. 

“The dikes are soaked and weak,” said 
Wynand van Buurcn, a spokesman for the 
crisis center at Tiel, close to a point where 
the Waal and Meuse rivers converge to 
within a few hundred meters. But so far, he 
said, water seeping out of the dikes was 
dear. “That’s a good saga,” he added. 

The Meuse earlier caused extensive 
flooding in France and Belgium. 

Signs that the dikes were giving way at 
Ochten prompted the authorities to order 
the evacuation of the town and surround- 
ing areas. 

Police also evacuated about 10,000 peo- 
ple from the communities of East Gorin- 
See FLOODS, Page 4 
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Interest Rates 
Go Up in U.S. 
To Counter 
Inflation Pull 

Move Needed to Sustain 
Economic Expansion, 
Federal Reserve Says 

By Lawrence Malkin 

International Herald Tribune 

NEW YORK — With the world’s finan- 
cial markets expecting it because of the 
strength of the UJ5. economy, the Federal 
Reserve raised short-term interest rates 
another half a percentage point Wednes- 
day and sent a signal that it still stood 
firmly against infla tion. 

There was imm ediate speculation about 
whether the Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee, after raising the federal funds rate 
to 6 percent, twice its level of a year ago, 
would now take a long pause from rate 
increases to ensure that the Fed’s drive to 
contain inflation did not cause the Ameri- 
can economic recovery to stall. 

Care will be needed because the rate 
increase will mean higher borrowing costs 
across the board, from working capital for 
businesses to home mortgage equity lines 
and other consumer loans. Rates on sav- 
ings deposits also will be expected to move 
higher. Many commercial banks respond- 
ed quickly Wednesday by raising their 
prime rate, the rate they charge their most 
important customers, to 9 percent from 8.5 
percent. 

In an announcement, the policy-making 
co mmi ttee of the U.S. central bank said: 
“Despite tentative signs of some modera- 
tion in growth, economic activity has con- 
tinued to advance at a substantial pace, 
while resource utilization has risen further. 
In these circumstances, the Federal Re- 
serve views these actions as necessary to 
keep inflation contained, and thereby fos- 
ter sustainable economic growth.” 

What the Fed did formally was to raise 
its discount rate — the rate charged by the 
Federal Reserve on loans to commercial 
banks — half a percentage point, to 5.25 
percent, and declare that the increase 
should be reflected in money markets. 

Pressures have been mounting from pol- 
iticians, the financial markets, and aca- 
demic economists for the Fed to ^void 
economic overirilL 

Last year’s growth was about 4 percent, 
with inflation below 3 percent, the best 
performance in a generation. Moreover, 
this week's data on wage costs, which ac- 
count for 80 percent of manufacturing 
costs, showed they rose by 3 percent for the 
entire year, the lowest on record. 

So why lighten credit again? The answer 
lies in the financial markets. Wall Street 
economists had warned that failure by the 
Fed to move might frighten investors out 
of dollars and Treasury bonds. 

“What would have happened if they did 
not, is one of the reasons that they did.” 
explained David Munro of High Frequen- 
cy Economics. 

The Fed chairman, Alan Greenspan, 
had more or less ignored Mexico in his 
calculations on whether to tighten credit 
for domestic reasons and. with the new 
rescue package, there was less reason to 
worry that higher U.S. interest rates would 
pull more money out of Mexico. 

“They are freer to act with no fears on 
Mexico,” said Neal Soss of the fund man- 
agers Soss & Cotton. 

The effects of the move are likely to be 
fell more in America than abroad. 

Paul Chertkow of UBS Securities in 
London noted that Europe and Japan were 
at less-advanced points in the economic 
cycle and were watching their domestic 
economies as closely as the Fed was watch- 
ing events in the United States. This means 
they are unlikely to follow the Fed in 
raising interest rates to compete for capital 
or mam min their currencies, and the result 
of that is likely to be a stronger dollar. 

David Jones of Aubrey G. Lanston & 
Co. said he expected the central bank to 
wait until late spring or early summer to 
determine whether it has done enough to 
slow the economy, and then decide wheth- 
er to move a gain- Therefore, he expects 
Mr. Greenspan's semiannual report to 
Congress later this month, giving the Fed’s 
targets for the economy, to have less signif- 
icance for financial markets than usuaL 

But Sam Kahan of Fuji Securities 
thought the Federal Reserve would still 
keep watching the statistics. “The evidence 
wfll depend on the numbers,” he said. “If 
we don’t see any deceleration, the Fed will 
tighten again.” 
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Democrat?” General Colin L. Powell 
could probably command a lot more than 
that, but be answers for free. 

“I will not dodge this question, I will 
answer it right bade, straightforwardly: I 
am neither.” General Powell told a wom an 
who asked the question before a crowd of 
4.000 people at Trinity University here. 

■ pia t answer will not satisfy strategists 
of either party, who see m the 57-year-old 
reti red c h** 1 ™ 1 " of the JomtQuefs or 
Staff a dream presidential candidate. 

Nor will it fully please people who have 
talked about setting General Powell on an 
independent course for the Whitt House. 
He pointedly notes that his “evolving po- 
litical philosophy” might someday be at 
home in either the Democratic or Republi- 
can Party. 


But for now, as he considers models for 

a political career — somethin* he says be is 

weighing — be talks not of General Eisen- 
hower, who a year after deeiwfng McCall's 
offer was elected pres dent as a Republi- 
can, bat of Italys new prime minister, 
Lamberto Dini, a n onparti san banker. 

“He was trying to fonn a government on 
his claim to fame that he belongs to no 
political party,” General Powell said of 
Mr. Dim, in response to an audience qu«s- 
thm hoe Monday night “He is absolutely 
apolitical. He is not only independent, hie 
has no politics, and he is gang to run a 
government of technocrats. And he’s been 
selected to form a government on that 


“Interesting,” General PoweB contin- 


ued. “Interesting! Yeah!” The audience 
roared. 

Even the general may not know if he will 
ever run for president, though polls suggest 
that he would be a formidable candidate 
and that many people regard him as “one 
of America’s genuine heroes,” as the Trin- 
ity University president, Ronald Calgaard, 
said in his introduction. 

The chief effect of the presidential spec- 
ulation may be to drive up General Pow- 
ers value on the lecture rizmit — be 
speaks about twice a month, reportedly 
with fees as high as $60,000 — ; and raise 
interest in his forthcoming memoirs. 

General Powell who held top posts in 
the last throe adminis trations, has mas- 

See POWELL, Page 4 


r^up >,j - up 

H 3.70 m %r 0.48% Vi 5 

M 3847.56 j jjj 110.54 



DM 1.5183 1.5243 

Pound 1.5828 V58 

Yen 99.20 99.625 

FF 5.265 5.283 

Book Review Page 8. 

Bridge Page 8. 

Crossword Page 17. 

International Classified Page 7. 


COVENTRY, England (AFP) — A 
woman protesting the export of live ani- 
mals from Coventry Airport was hit and 
killed by a truck carrying calves Wednes- 
day night, police said. 

The incident occurred as a group of 34 
people tried to block the truck from 
passing on the road to the airport, police 
said. 

For four weeks, animal rights protest- 
ers have been demonstrating almost dai- 
ly and sometimes violently against Brit- 
ain's export of live animals. 

They also protest the shipment of 
calves to countries like France, where the 
animals are raised in conditions that are 
outlawed in Britain as cruel. 
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InaQuake , What You See Depends on Who You Are 



TadBlmai KJunwm/Ajeacc Fnace-Prenc 

Kobe residents carrying belongings from a collapsed bouse Wednesday. 


By T.R. Reid 

H'as/tmgim Past Service 

KOBE, Japan — Is there a right way for a 
reporter to cover an earthquake? The answer 
seems to depend on what country the reporter 
comes from. 

On the evidence of various nations' cover- 
age of the Jan. 17 earthquake that killed more 
than 5,000 people here. It is clear that Japa- 
nese reporters and Western reporters bad 
different ideas about the kind of news they 
were supposed to find. To a targe extent, the 
dispatches each group filed conformed to its 
home country's cultural expectations. 

Western reporters tended to accentuate the 
negative, focusing on the worst scenes of 
destruction and the most crushing moments - 
of personal loss. American journalists in par- 
ticular seemed to be on the prow! for confron- 
tation, prodding cold, hungry victims with 
questions like “Do you think the government 
has done enough to help?” 

The Japanese news media seemed more 
inclined to keep a distance, to view the disas- 
ter through a broad lens that included budd- 
ings still standing as well as those smashed to 
the ground. And Japanese reports focused far 
more on harmony than discord among the 
hundreds of homeless victims — that being, 
after all, what the Japanese viewer would 
expect to see. 

Even the most basic question in the TV 
reporter's repertoire — “Hew do you fed?” 
— can be considered pushy in Japan. One 
morning a reporter from a TV magazine show 
asked a homeless person at a shelter, “Don’t 
yon fed cold?” The network received a flood 
of calls complaining that the reporter had 
intruded on the person’s privacy. 

The differences were not all black and 
white, of course. There were certainly many 
Japanese stories about pain and bitterness 
among the victims, and many Western reports 
dealt with the striking calm and the strong 
sense of order in Kobe after the quake. 

Taken as a whole, though, the Eastern and 
Western reporting created distinctly different 
impressions among consumers of the news. 
This is reflected in the reactions of two people 
who came to Kobe a few days after the quake: 

Shigehiko Togo, of The Washington Post’s 
Tokyo bureau, had been watching Japanese 
TV reports from Kobe almost around the 
dock. But when he arrived here, be said, “J 
was just stunned at the extent of the damage.” 

A few days later an American journalist 
arrived, having watched earthquake news cm 
the major American networks. 

“I was amazed how much of Kobe was still 
there,” she said. “I mean, Z had watched hours 
and hours of TV in America about this earth- 


quake, and I had no idea that there were 
houses and tall buildings still standing all 


over the city.” 

Here in Kobe, several Western TV journal- 
ists broadcast their reports near a section of 
collapsed highway. 

It made for a great picture — as long as the 
camera remained sull. If ihe camera had 
panned slightly left or right, viewers would 
nave seen a row of old wooden houses stand- 
ing intact barely 10 meters away. 

As a detailed study in the Japanese maga- 
zine Sunday Mainichi showed, it was the 
Western press that first began to pursue a 
aspect that became a major subtext of quake 


coverage: that Japan's government made a 
major blunder by failing to provide rescue 


major blunder by failing to provide rescue 
and relief supplies as quickly as possible. 

“The Japanese press just did not see that 
story, or did not report it, at first,” said a 
media critic, Yoichi Matsuzoe. “They weren't 
looking for a confrontational story. They 
were covering an earthquake, not criticizing 
the government 

“But after the foreign press kept hitting on 
this issue, the Japanese media picked it up 
and started hitting the government hard 
themselves.” 

The Japanese have a strong tradition of 
enduring something difficult without com- 
plaint; they have a word for it, gaman. Be- 
cause gaman is a cherished virtue, and be- 
cause Ihe Japanese do not open up easily to 


strangers, not many victims complained 
openly to reporters, domestic or foreign. 


openly to reporters, domestic or foreign, 
about conditions after the quake. 

But when Western reporters heard com- 


plaints, they tended to feature the critical 
remarks at the top of their reports, mention- 


remarks at the top of their reports, mention- 
ing only in pasting that most residents of 
Kobe were apparently voicing no complaints. 

Among the most interesting reports on the 
earthquake were those in the South Korean 
news media. In this century Korea was sub- 
jected to four decades of brutal colonization 
by Japan, and the news media there stfll 
eagerly grab any reason for Japan-bashing. 

Se Hyon Gho, a columnist for the Korea 
Herald newspaper wrote that the calm, order- 


ly behavior of tire residents of Kobe proved 
that Japanese are “automatons.” 


that Japanese are “automatons. 

But over time, the Korean reports turned 
more positive, partly because quake victims 
of Korean ancestry were receiving the same 
treatment that Japanese victims did. Even 
Mr. Se wrote that he eventually came to 
a dmin * the Japanese people’s “amazing pow- 
er of self-discipline, perseverance and solidar- 
ity.” 


Hiroshima Bomb: Just a Warning to Moscow? 


By John Kifner 

New York Times Stmee 

NEW YORK — Fifty years 
after a B-29 Superfortress 
called the Enola Gay was used 
to drop an atomic bomb on Hi- 
roshima, the decision that ush- 
ered in the age of nuclear weap- 
ons is still the subject of fierce 
historical debate. 

The issues, stirring enormous 
passions, range from highly 
speculative estimates of just 
how many Americans might 
have died in an invasion of Ja- 
pan, and who were thus pre- 
sumably spared because erf the 
bombing, to whether the nucle- 
ar attack in August 1945 was 
necessary to end the war with 
Japan. 

Some historians now contend 
that the bombing was aimed 
not so much at the wartime ene- 
my Japan as at the wartime ally 
Soviet Union, as a warning 


By contrast, Robert Cowley, 
the editor of the Mflitaiy Histo- 
ry Quarterly, whose spring issue 
is devoted to “The End of the 
War With Japan,” said: “If yon 
were in Truman’s shoes and had 
this weapon and bad the chance 
to end the war then and there, 
there’s no question you would 
use the bomb.” 


against postwar rivalry. 

In the latest clash, the Smith- 


la the latest clash, the Smith- 
sonian Institution, attacked by 
veterans’ groups and members 
of Congress fo’r an exhibit that 
they said was overly solicitous 
of Japan, has decided to drasti- 
cally scale back the display. The 
narrative, already revised five 
times, will be dropped; visitors 
will see only part of the Enola 
Gay’s fuselage. 

Questions, sometimes raised 
by a new generation bonified 
by the death and destruction 
that rained down on Hiroshi- 
ma, and, three days later, on 
Nagasaki, resonate harshly 
among veterans, particularly 
those who survived the Woody 
campaign in the Pacific. 

Among historians digging 
through musty diaries, olamili- 
tary records, and memoran- 
dums of President Harry S. 
Truman’s administration, opin- 
ions about the bombing of Hi- 
roshima are held no less firmly. 

“1 think it can be proven that 
the bomb was not only unneces- 
sary, but known in advance not 
to be necessary,” said Gar Al- 
perovitz, one of the most promi- 
nent of the historians critical of 
the decision to drop the bomb. 


Barton J. Bernstein, a Stan- 
ford University historian who 
has been associated with the 
Smithsonian uproar, said in a 
telephone interview that the 
bombing should be examined in 
the context of its time. Mr. 
Bernstein said he was wary both 
of revisionist historians trying 
to prove a case and of veterans 
groups protecting their heri- 
tage. 

Many of the questions being 
raised now, Mr. Bernstein 
writes in the current issue of 
Foreign Affairs, “often fail to 
recognize that, before Hiroshi- 
ma and Nagasaki, the use of the 
A-bomb did not raise profound 
moral issues for policymakers ” 

He explained: “By early 
1945, World War II — especial- 
ly in the Pacific — had become 
virtually total war. The fire- 


bombing of Dresden bad 
helped set a precedent for the 
U.S. Air Force, supported by 
the American people, to inten- 
tionally kill mass numbers of 
Japanese citizens. The earlier 
moral insistence on non com- 
batant immunity crumbled dar- 
ing the savage war.” 

Mr. Bernstein helped ignite 
the latest protest when he per- 
suaded Smithsonian officials 


The use of the A- 
bomb did not raise 
profound moral 
issues for 
policymakers. 1 
Barton J. Bernstei n , a 
historian 


an interview, “is so important 
to the vets” because any lessen- 
ing of these numbers could be 
interpreted as raising questions 
about the bombing and, in a 
sense, diminishing their role; 

Casualty estimates have 
ranged as high as the h«if mil- 
lion died m Mr. Truman's 
memoirs and the 1 million re- 
ferred to by Winston S. Chur- 
chill years after the war. These 
figures were often taken by the 
public to mean that these many 
lives had been saved. But Mr. 
Bernstein and other military 
historians caution that casual- 
ties refer to both dead and 
wounded, with the wounded 
usually outnumbering the dead 
by 3, 4 or 5 to 1. 

“Considering the horrific 
fighting on Iwo Juna and Oki- 
nawa, the prospect of invading 
Japan itself seemed nightmar- 


that the estimates of casual tire 
that might have been incurred 
during an invasion of Japan 
should be put at around 63,000, 
down from the 229,000 that had 
been widely accepted among 
historians. 

The question of projected ca- 
sualties, Mr. Bernstein said in 


isti,” Peter Maslowriri, a profes- 
sor at the University of Nebras- 


sor at the University of Nebras- 
ka at Lincoln, writes in the 
forthcoming Military History 
Quarterly. 

“Looking back on the events 
of 1945 from a secure, peaceful 
comfortable perch decades lat- 
er, it is easy to criticize Presi- 


dent Truman's decision to drop 
the atomic bombs,” Mr. Mas- 
lowski writes. 

He adds: “But considering 
die possible drawbacks associ- 
ated with the other options, his 
choice was entirely logical and 
reasonable.” 

Mr. Alperovitz disagrees. He 
contends that the derision of 
the Soviet Union to join the war 
against Japan at the Potsdam 
Conference in July 1945 was 
expected by Mr. Truman to 
spdl the end of the war, and 
that the Americans were al- 
ready aware of peace overtures 
from the emperor. 

Instead, he contends, Ameri- 
can policy shifted, largely under 
the influence of the president’s 
old congressional mentor James 
Byrnes, the secretary of state, 
who wanted to block Russia 
from moving into northern Chi- 
na and to deliver a warning for 
the future with the bomb. 

“It was once controversial 
among specialists to say the 
bomb was connected with di- 
plomacy toward Russia,” Mr. 
Alperovitz said. “That’s no 
longer controversial What’s be- 
ing debated is the emphasis.” 


Peres Says 
‘No 9 to Pact 


On Nuclear 


Weapons 


In Japan, Dismay at ihe Downsizing of Exhibit 


By Paul B1 ostein 

Washington Post Service 

TOKYO — Japanese officials and 
atomic-bomb-survivor groups have re- 
acted with dismay to news that the 
Smithsonian Institution wifi drastically 
scale back its exhibit concerning the U.S. 
nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Naga- 
saki during World War II. 

"The government cannot intervene, 
but this is regrettable.” Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama was quoted as say- 
ing by the Kyodo news agency. 

Mr. Murayama was reacting to the 
Smithsonian's announcement that its ex- 
hibit this spring at the National Air and 
Space Museum commemorating the 
bombings will exclude material showing 
the devastation of the two cities, such as 
victims' clothing and possessions, and 


text that would have raised questions 
about the morality of ibe decision to 
drop the bomb. 

The Japanese government's chief 
spokesman, Kozo Igarashi, said Tokyo 
could not comment on such matters but 
added: "Japanese people hope people 
around the world will learn the miserable 
facts about the atomic bombings.” 

The mayor of Hiroshima, Takashi 
Hiraoka, criticized the revamping of the 
exhibit as depicting the bombing solely 
“from the logic of the victorious nation.” 
Officials of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
said they were strongly considering 
sponsoring their own exhibits in the 
United States or Canada. 

The controversy is the latest illustra- 
tion of strained U.S.-Japanese relations 
as the 50th anniversary of the war’s end 


in mid- August approaches. Recently, the 
emotionally charged issue of the bomb- 
ings arose when the U.S. Postal Service 
announced plans for a commemorative 
stamp showing a mushroom cloud. Out- 
cry in Japan prompted its cancellation. 

Many Japanese reject the common 
American view of the bombings, namely 
that they were necessary to hasten the 
end of the war and thereby save the fives 
of U.S. soldiers and Japanese wbo would 
have died by the tens of thousands if 
American forces bad had to invade the 
Japanese mainland. 

Japanese tend to regard the attacks as 
having inflicted such misery as to be 
unjustifiable, and many accept the views 
of some historians that President Harry 
S. Truman acted partly out of a desire to 
demonstrate his new weapon to Moscow. 


George Abbott, Known as Mr. Broadway, Dies at 107 


By Marilyn Berger 

,V*w York riit-ci Service 

NEW YORK — George F. 
Abbott, 107, who opened on 
Broadway in 1913 and didn't 
close for more than 70 years, 
died of a stroke Tuesday 'at his 
Miami Beach home. 


Probably no one in this cen- 
tury brought more verve and 
excitement to the American 
stage than the versatile man 
who was known to the theater 
world as Mr. Abbott and to the 
rest of the world as Mr. Broad- 
way. 


pened on the Way to the Fo- 
rum.” 

He directed these shows, and 
be was involved, in one capacity 
or another, in 113 productions 
on Broadway and on the road. 
In some years, he had three hits 
running at once. 


1954, when Mr. Abbott still had 
more than 30 years of work 
ahead of him. 


Along the way he won virtu- 


ally every theatrical award as 
well as many other honors: He 


He preferred working with 
unknown actors and confessed 
to what he called a "Pygmalion 
complex.” In his desire to mold 


i>£ATH NOTICE 


As a playwright, director, ac- 


Vc Ksrd c« ’ .wot ‘ufh v (In* deal h « if 


tor, producer and play doctor 
who could make a faulty script 
work. George Abbott's" credits 
are a virtual history of Broad- 
way this century: "Broadway,” 
"Jumbo," "Pal Joey.'* “High 
Button Shoes," “Where’s Char- 
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ley?" “Call Me Madam," 
“Wonderful Town." “Paiama 


“On the basis of sheer fright- 
ening volume alone,” Gilbert 
Millstein of The New York 
Times wrote, “an easily defensi- 
ble argument can be drummed 
up that no living individual, or 
possibly even dead, has contrib- 
uted more to the Broadway the- 


young careers he gave the first 
big break to Shirley MacLaine. 
Shirley Booth, Butterfly 
McQueen, Jack Gilford. Jose 
Ferrer, Jean Stapleton. Carol 
Burnett and Tom Bosley. 


“Wonderful Town." “Pajama 
Game," "On Your Toes." 
"Damn Yankees.” “Fiorello!" 
and "A Funny Thing Hap- 


ater in the capacities of actor, 
director, producer, co-produc- 
er, author, co-author and play 
doctor than George Abbott." 
This accolade was written in 


He also took a chance on 
many other virtual unknowns: 
Jerome Robbins, Bob Fosse, 
Harold Prince, G arson Kanin. 
Betty Comden, Adolph Green 
and a music man then a strang- 
er to Broadway by the name of 
Leonard Bernstein. 


wdl as many other honors: He 
shared a Pulitzer Prize for “Fio- 
rd to!” (which also won a Dra- 
ma Critics Circle Award and 
two Tony Awards) and received 
Tonys for “Pajama Game” in 
1955. “Damn Yankees" in 1956 
and “A Funny Thing Hap- 
pened on the Way to the Fo- 
rum” in J963 as well as a special 
Tony for a career of distin- 
guished achievement in theater. 
Halfway into his 99ih year. 
Mr. Abbott telephoned his sec- 
retary to tell her that he was 
sending two plays he had writ- 
ten between rounds of golf. In 
1989, when he was 102. be co- 
directed one of them. "Fran- 
kie,” off -off-Broadway- 



George Abbott at a 1994 re- 
vival of “Damn Yankees.” 
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WORLD BRIEFS 


Serbs Make Small Gesture on Access 

SARAJEVO, 

W Wednesday on a remained closed to everyone 

haw- been trvinfi to get the road open under 

tenns °° f STcSSSS X2 

*<= =“>«■• 

%u|£mi other aooess ranis available for UN aid Ducks and the 
airlift into Sarajevo working without major hitches in reoent 
weeks, ^helhnitod opening of the toad through Sany evo a^>rt 
htfothc city appeared to be a modest concession by the Seths. 


“V Tf 

2 Sentenced for Neo-Naan f Hit list 




FRANKFURT (Reuters) — Two Germans who published a 
neo-Nazi -hit list" of anti-racist hcuvisa have been convwted of 


neo-Nazi mi nsi oi anu-Jow»» **vnv«.~ — - - . ,, — 

intimidation and public incitement to commit a crane. Norman 
Kempken, 26, was sentenced to two years m prison and Stephan 
Cumic, 23, to a one-year suspended term. . . 

The list raised fears in Germany of a surge mneo-Naaacnvuy 
after it was published in late 1993 in an extremist magazine, Der 
Einblkk, which was distributed from an anonymous post-office 

box in Denmark. . , „ 

The magazine; which promised “troubled nights to people it 
rai V-d “anti-nationalist,” published the names of about 280 per- 
sons it considered enemies of the far-right cause, including trade 
unio nists, politicians, judges, teachers, social workers and writers. 


EU-Ballic States Accord b Expected 


BRUSSELS (AF) —The European. Union said Wednesday that 
tpitfi for broad economic and political accords with Latvia, 


Lithuania and Estonia may be concluded as early as April 1. 
Hard weak is under way to conclude so-called Europe Agree- 


Hard weak is under way to conclude so-called Europe Agree- 
ments with the Baltic states, said Nico Wegter, an EU Commis- 
sion spokesman. “Maybe within two months this could be con- 
cluded,” he added. 

The agreements are the basis of a plan to let East European 
nations into the Union at an unspecified date. On Wednesday, 
accords between the EU and Bulgaria, Romania and the Czech 
and Slovak republics took effect, bringing those nations a step 
closer to European Union membership. 


U.S. Returns Cubans to G uan ta n a mo 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — The first group of 100 Cubajg. 
refugees left Panama cm Wednesday for the U.S. Naval Base at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

About 50 U.S. soldiers carrying wooden batons accompanied 


the group aboard a 727 charter flight, which is takin g the refugees 
to camps on the eastern end of Cuba. By the tune the first group 
was in the air, soldiers were already preparing another plane for 
the second flight. 

“Everything is going pretty smoothly,” said Colonel David 
Holland, a U.S. Army spokesman. 


Vietnam Opens Liaison Office in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (Renters) — Vietnam raised its flag in Wash- 
ington on Wednesday for the first time since the Vietnam War 
ended 20 years ago, as the two old foes opened liaison offices in 
each others’ capitals. 

With about a dozen U.S. Secret Service agents providing 
security, Le Van Bang, Hanoi's envoy to the United Nations, 
presided over a low-key ceremony in the office. Mr. Bang will 
head the mission here. The United States opened its office in 
Hanoi on Saturday. 

One of the Vietnam mission's key functions, apart from work- 
ing to resolve the cases of hundreds erf U5. servicemen still 
missing in Indochina since the war, will be to speed up the issuing 
erf visas to U.S. businessmen and investors. No U.S. officials 
attended the ceremony. 


The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Ruting out 
compromise, the foreign minis- 
ter of Israel said Wednesday 
that his country would not sign 
the Nudear Nonproliferation 
Treaty. 

The treaty, signed by more 
than 160 countries, is up for 
renewal in April Egypt has said 
it will not sign the treaty unless 
Israel does so. 

If Israel signed the treaty, it 
would have to end its policy of 
nuclear ambiguity, which has 
served as an effective deterrent 
against hostile nations such as 
Iraq and Iran, Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said 

“Israel will not sign” the 
treaty, Mr. Peres said Wednes- 
day before leaving for Egypt, 
where be was expected to dis- 
cuss the issue with President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

“I see no reason why Israel 
should assure Iran. Iraq and 
Libya that they have nothing to 
worry about, that they can try 
and destroy Israel,” said Mr. 
Peres, a founder of Israel's nu- 
clear program. 

His remarks on Israeli radio 
were the most detailed by an 
Israeli leader on the nuclear is- 
sue since Egypt began its cam- 
paign last year to get Israel to 
sign the treaty. 

Israel has never publicly ad- 
mitted to having nuclear weap- 
ons. But recent foreign reports, 
based in part on satellite photo- 
graphs, say Israel has seven in- 
stallations for making, testing 
and storing an arsenal of up to 
300 nuclear bombs. 

Mr. Pores said ambiguity was 
the ri^ht stance. “We have one 
commitment and that is not to 
clear the fog away completely 
because of those who want to 
destroy us," he said. 


Taiwan Says Airliner Flew Too Low 

TAIPEI (Reuters) — A Taiwanese airliner was flying too low 
when it hit a mountain on a wet night this week, killing all four- 
people aboard aviation officials said Wednesday. * 

They said the Foshing Airlines twin turboprop ATR-72 was 
flying at about 1,000 feet (about 300 meters) through the rain 
Monday night when it crashed less than 15 minutes before it was 
to have landed in Taipei. It should have been flying at 2,100 to 
2,500 feet, said Chang Kuo-cheng, an aviation official. Foshing is 
also called TransAsia Airways. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 

Alitalia Seeks Talks on Pilots’ Strikes 


ROME (Reuters) — Alitalia called on Wednesday for talks with 
pilots to otd a string of strikes over pay and the use of leased 
Australian aircraft. 

In the latest disruption, about 150 pilots surrounded two of the 
leased Boeing 767s in their parking bays at Rome's main airport. 
Fiumicino - The aircraft left for Chicago and Boston three hours 
beiund schedule. 

Cabin crew also picketed check -in desks at Fiumicino during a 
four-hour strike, and the pilots added to the pressure by calling a 
24-hour strike next Monday. 

A strike by firefighters on Thursday will delay and possibly 
cancel flights at Paris's two airports, Orly and Roissy -Charles -de- 
Gaulle, airport officials said. Aeroports de Paris said that to 
comply with safety rules during the 24-bour strike, only one of the 
two runways at each of the airports would be in service. (A FPt 

The telephone network at Frankfurt International Airport was 
damaged by unknown assailants on Wednesday, hampering oper- 
ations at the busiest air hub in Europe, officials said. Seven cable 
harnesses were severed overnight, German Telecom said, shutting 
off most of the airport's telephone system and the electronic 
reservations systems of several airlines. (APj 


mm. 


Flooding in Europe 
Spares Rail Traffic 


International Heraid Tnhtme 

Flooding and the threat of flooding has disrupted peoples' 
lives and road traffic over a wide zone of north western 
Europe, but has had a minimal effect on the circulation of 
trains. 

Spokesmen for the French. German. Belgian and Dutch 
railroads said that most services had continued to run normal- 
ly. International services have been virtually unaffected. 
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The worst problem was along the Rhine River in Germany 
where the rail tine along the left bank was flooded in places 
and traffic had to be suspended. But trains were switched to a 
track on the other side of the river usually used for freight 
traffic, causing delays of up to 30 minutes. "Some traffic from , 
Switzerland was delayed because of bad weather and heavy _ 
snow further south. " i 

Commuter travel in Cologne, which was flooded in places, 
with up to two meters of water, was disrupted more seriously, 
however. * 

A landslide blocked one track on the line between Name 
in _ Belgium and the Luxembourg border, and engines 
switched trains to another track that was not affected, 
spokesman for the Belgian railroad system, one of the densr' 
in the world, said this caused delays of up to five minute* 
Dutch railroads stopped service to a few rural stair 
because of the Hooding and large-scale evacuations, b 1 
spokesman said that most of the system had operated nor 
2y and rat time. 

French railroads suspended some services in Brittan • ^ 
week because of flooding, but services in the cast of F 
were operating normally or with only slight delays beca 
the overflow of the Meuse River, a spokesman said. 
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Republicans Retreat on Defense Bill 


By Dana Priest 

Wmhuqum Poxi Service 

WASHINGTON — Con- 


enough to know that in this 
budget year there are ceilings." 


an anti-missile defense system 

w a ouTx,!T rm nuogei year there are ceilings.” that Pentagon officials and oth- 

wNcf ^ i n TON — Con- Democrats contended that ers testified would cost billions, 
gressionaJ Republicans, yield- the changra 1 ; had turned much of if not tens of billions, of dollars 
jng to Pressure to reduce the the bffl mto a “chest-beating” and was unnecessary in the 
ouaget deficit, have backed exercise, as Representative Pa- post-Cold War era. The new bill 
“Way irom key promises in the tricia Schroeder, Democrat of instructs the Pentagon to de- 
w-Vvf 6 * Re P“bhcans‘ “Contract Colorado, described it in an in- ploy such a system “at the earli- 
witn America” and agreed to a terview. cst practical date." 

defense bill that wa- The changes follow an un- The old bill set up a Republi- 
terM down its pledge to reverse usual dressing down of the can-dominated commission to 
l ~*“ c “ ne in defense spending, committee last week by Defense reassess mili tary needs and “re- 
r a PP rova l of the de- Secretary Wfliiam J. Perry, who verse the continuing downward 

tense bill late Tuesday by the said the bill misled the public spiral of defense spending." 
House National Security Com- about military readiness and The new one would set up a 

lMtH> crone nf >1.. i >L •’ -t l: - ■ — ■ - 


ou ttee, some of the staunchest ‘‘usurps the responsibilities" of bipartisan commission to assess 


defense advocates had conced- 
es that the larger mission of 


tiie defense secretary. 


needs and “to address the prob- 


pi I _ -D — V-t U iIA>UIVC19 ll/UUU uuu UHrfl- 

spending had pable or unwilling to meet those 


If members found him “inca- lems posed by the continuing 


prevailed. 

“The primary objective is not 
to spend more money," said R 
James Saxton, Republican of 
New Jersey. “We’re realistic 


responsibilities,” he said, “you 
should ask me to step down.” 
The original bill called on the 


Defense 
“at the 


nent to deploy 
possible date” 


downward spiral of defense 
spending.” 

The tone of the new bill had 
also softened by Tuesday’s 
meeting. The old oue said a re- 


tire 1970s had already begun 
under the Clinton administra- 
tion. The new one said Con- 
gress was committed to “take 
all necessary steps to avoid a 
return to the “hollow forces’ " of 
the 1970s. 

Left unchanged was the sig- 
nificant foreign-policy portion 
of the bill, which is the jurisdic- 
tion of another committee, the 
House International Relations 
Committee. That committee 
approved a measure that would 
sharply curtail U.S. participa- 
tion in United Nations peace- 
keeping missions and prohibit 
U.S. troops from serving under 
foreign command. 

The only major amendment 
Democrats were able to put 
through eliminated a 1999 
deadline for offering member- 


turn of the “hollow forces” of ship in the North A tlan tic Trea- 
ty Organization to Poland and 


POLITICAL NOTES 


Saawolf Submarine Is Facing 
Some Big Guns in the Senate 


WASHINGTON — Congressional critics 
of the third and final Seawolf submarine, 
being designed by General Dynamics Corp., 
aip resuming efTorts to kill it. They stand a 
belter chance now that the Republicans have 
taken over Congress. 

The military wants the third S2.4 billion 
Seawolf not because it is needed for military 
reasons, but because canceling it would cause 
more layoffs at General Dynamics’ Electric 
Boat shipyards in New England. 

Conservative Republicans lend to oppose 
such intervention in the marketplace. Senator 
John S. McCain 3d of Arizona leads the anti- 
Seawolf faction on Lhe Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee. A hard-charger in cutting 
Pentagon projects lie thinks are wasteful, Mr. 
McCain is a former navy pilot who flew jets 
off aircraft carriers. Carriers and submarines 
compete for funds. - 

Senator John W. Warner of Virginia, an- 
other member of the committee, promotes the 
interests of one of his state’s biggest employ- 
ers, Newport News Shipbuilding. For years it 
competed with Electric Boat to build subma- 
rines, but the Pentagon designated Electric 
Boat as the nation’s single submarine manu- 
facturer, meaning Newport News had to sur- 
vive solely by making carriers. . ( WPJ 


not agree on how much power the federal 
government should retain. In any event, they 
said, “children must be protected.” 

At the end of a four-day meeting here, the 
governors hailed federal efToris to give them 
more control over millions of dollars worth 
of welfare programs. But Republican gover- 
nors could not obtain the three-fourths ma- 
jority needed to put the organization on re- 
cord in support of their proposal to give 
slates a lump sum of money, or block grant, 
to take care of poor people. 

Under the main federal-stale welfare pro- 
gram. Aid to Families with Dependent Chil- 
dren, anyone who meets the eligibility criteria 
set by federal and state laws is entitled to 
monthly cash payments, regardless of the 
number of people who apply or the total cost. 
In hard limes, when more people are unem- 
ployed. Lite amount of federal aid automati- 
cally increases. 

The governors' association adopted a poli- 
cy statement saying: “Governors have not yet 
reached consensus on whether cash and other 
entitlement assistance should remain avail- 
able as federal entitlements to needy families 
or whether it should be converted to a stale 
entitlement block grant. Governors do agree, 
however, that in either case stales should 
have the flexibility to enact welfare reforms 
without having to request federal waivers.” 

The association’s statement says that “chil- 
dren must be protected throughout this pro- 
cess” if Congress decides to convert the exist- 
ing welfare program to a block grant. (NYT) 


Governors Want More Power 
To Design Welfare Programs 


Quote/Unquote 


WASHINGTON— The National Gove r- 
nots*; Association says that the states ought 
' to haw far more power to design thefr own 
welfare programs, but the governors could 


Senator Phil Gramm. Republican of Tex- 
as, on President Bill Clinton's package of aid 
measures for Mexico: “Ultimately, it's going 
to come down to what Mexico does, not what 
we do.” iAPj 


» Tve Had Dreams o 


[Friend Says Simpson Made Comment Day After Slaying 


The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES —The day 
after his former wife was 
slashed to death, O J. Simpson 
told a friend be had had dreams 
of killing her, the. friend testi- 
fied Wednesday. 

“Hejokingly said. To be 
honest. Shipp, Tve had some 
dreams of killing her,’ " a for- 
. mer police officer, Ronald 
Shipp said during Mr. Simp- 
son’s murder trial 
When asked about the num- 
ber of dreams by pmstopber 
Darden, a deputy district attor- 


Away 

From Politics 


• After an impassioned 

statement by the mother of 
a Rockland County, New 
York, “carjacking” victim, 
a judge sentenced a former 
college student to 70 years 
to life in prison for tire car 
theft and for the slaying of 
Michad Falcone in Janu- 
ary 1994. (NYT) 

• The FBI has agreed to 

r a former agent, Suzane 
Doucette, nearly 
$300,000 to settle her law- 
suit charging that her ca- 
reer was ruined after she 

accused a supervisor of sex- 
ual harassment, her attor- 
ney and the agency smd.^ 


• A bree imdorMy of Amer- 
icans favor government 

« i**noin£ 


bans on cigarette vending 
machines and on coupon 
promotions, to help pre- 
vent children from smoK- 
ing, according to a poll con- 
ducted for a issues 

foundation. 

• A gay nod lesbian stndent 
group says the University 
5 Notre Dame 
from campus unfairly after 
nine years. Officials at the 
Roman Catholic schod m 
Indiana have repeatedly re- 
fused to recognize the 
group and said they had 
Sot realized it was meeting 
in the campus counseling 

Tamo shot 

graffiti vandal whothreat- 
him with a screwdirv- 
«■ after he tried to take 

a license plate mun- 
her, LOS Angeles pohoe 


ney, Mr. Shipp answered: “He 
just said dreams, plural” 

Mr. Shipp, who retired from 
the police department five years 
ago, said he did not tell investi- 
gators about the conversation. 

“1 was in a state of shock up 
until that time,” he said. “I 
wanted nothing to do with it. I 
was thinking it was a dream, 
like most of America.” 

Mr. Shipp added, “I thought 
it was very, it was harmful.” 

He also said Mr. Simpson 
told him that he had to defend 
himself from his wife’s attacks 
during their New Year’s 1989 
argument, and that it began 
while they were having sex. 

Mr. Shipp testified that Mr. 
Simpson told him that he and 
Mrs. Simpson had been drink- 
ing on New Year’s Eve and that 
they got into an argument when 
they returned home. 

“They were making love and 
I guess Nicole had wanted to 
stop for whatever reasons and 
they began to argue,” Mr. Shipp 
said. Mr. Simpson told him that 
she “was the aggressor and 
mme after him and that be was 
acting in self-defense.” 

Mr. Shipp said Mr. Simpson 
told himhe “didn’t really hit 
hex." 

Later, Mr. Shipp testified 
.about Mr. Simpson's conversa- 
tion about the dream. It was not 
immediately dear why be was 
allowed to be questioned about 
it with' the jury present 
- Judge Lance A. Ito of Superi- 
or Court ruled before Mr. Shipp 
took the stand that he could tell 
the jury about lhe Simpsons’ 
relationship , bat not about the 
dr e a m. 

Before that ruling, Hank 


Goldberg, a deputy district at- 
torney, said testimony about 
the conversation of last June 1 3 
would help prove that Mr. 
Simpson had fatally stabbed 
Nicole Btowu Simpson in a 
jealous rage. 

A defense attorney, Carl 
Douglas, objected, claiming 
“the conversation did not oc- 


cur. 

Mr. Goldberg told the judge 
the statement was "powerful 
evidence” of Mr. Simpson’s 
“fatal obsession” with his for- 
mer wife. 

Mr. Shipp was identified by 
Mr. Douglas as the mysterious 
“Leo” in the opening pages of 
“Raging Heart,” a new book 
about the case. 

Mr. Shipp said he and Mr. 
Simpson had been dose friends 
for more than 25 years. When 
asked by Mr. Darden if they 
were still friends, he said: "I 
still love the guy, but I don’t 
know, I mean, this is a word 
situation I'm sitting in.” 

Two or three days after Ni- 
cole Simpson was beaten on 
New Year’s 1989, she still had 
injuries but they had started to 
facie, Mr. Shipp said. 


Mr. Shipp said Mr. Simpson 
Id him he was worried about 


told him he was worried about 
losing his job as a Hertz rental 
car pitchman because of public- 
ity about the beating. 

“He asked me to see if 1 could 
have her sign off the report,” 
Mr. Shipp said, “not press 
charges,” Mr. Shipp said be did 
discuss it with his supervisor, 
even though “I was caught be- 
tween a rock and a hard place,” 
he said. “1 wanted to try and 


help O J. oat; but at the same 
time I didn’t want to do it.” 
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some other East European na- 
tions. 

National defense is not the 
only contract issue to run into 
obstacles as Republicans press 
to meet their 100-day deadline 
to complete action on their 10- 
point agenda: 

• A dispute between two Re- 
publican senators has slowed 
action in the Senate on line- 
item veto legislation to give, the 
president expanded powers to 
cut spending. 

• The balanced-budget 
amendment is drawing strong 
resistance in the Senate from 
Democrats who insist that the 
measure be altered to protect 
Social Security retirement bene- 
fits. 



Ecuadoran students watching one of their teachers burn a Peruvian flag Wednesday to show stgiptut of the government. 


Peru and Ecuador Reported ‘Close’ to Truce 


Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Ecuador and 
Peru have begun talking about a cease-fire 
to end border clashes but have made little 
progress, according to diplomats negotiat- 
ing between the two nations. 


tries. Argentina, Chile and the United 
States are the other gaurantors. 


But the House neared pas- 
sage of legislation to relieve 
states of the costs of regulations 
imposed on than by the federal 
government, and a House com- 
mittee continued to rewrite the 
S30 billion anti-crime law en- 
acted last year. 


“There has been progress but not as 
much as originally hoped,” Sebastifio do 
Rego Barros, he Brazilian deputy minister 
of foreign relations, said after two sessions 
of negotiations. Although the talks have 
moved forward, he said, Peru and Ecuador 
have not agreed on how to cany out a 
cease-fire. The two nations are fighting in 
the Amazon jungle along their common 
border. 


“We’re so darned close to getting a 
cease-fire, it would be a shame to leave 
without having achieved it,” said Alexan- 
der F. Watson, the U.S. assistant secretary 
of state for inter-American affairs and 
head of the American delegation. 

Since the latest clashes erupted last 
Thursday, Ecuador says 31 men have been 
killed, 21 of them Peruvians. Peru has 
confirmed Peruvians killed and two 
wounded. 


Ecuador rejected the treaty in I960, and 
border conflicts have frequently erupted 
before the Jan. 29 anniversary of the proto- 
col 

During the talks, which began Tuesday 
and lasted until dawn Wednesday, repre- 
sentatives of the four countries met sepa- 
rately with the Peruvian and Ecuadoran 
deputy foreign ministers. Eduardo Ponce 
and Manuel Fernandez de Cordoba. 

Antonio Simoes, the spokesman for the 


Brazilian Foreign Ministry at the meeting, 
said the agenda Wednesday called for the 
guarantor countries to take a peace pro- 
posal separately to the Ecuadoran and 
Peruvian delegates. If they approve it, ev- 


Mr. Rego Barros represents Brazil as 
one of the four guarantor countries of a 53- 
y ear-old treaty aimed at ending a historical 
territorial dispute between the two coun- 


TTie conflict is centered on a 340-square- 
kflometer (230-square-mile) area along the 
Cordillera del Condor. The borders have 
yet to be marked, as called for in the 1942 
Rio de Janeiro Protocol that put an end to 
the nations' conflicting historical claims to 
a vast region of the Amazon jungle. 


eryone w31 meet together. 

Ecuador announced a cease-fire on 
Tuesday, but Peru has refused to do the 
same, drawing a rebuke on Wednesday 

from the Rio diplomats. ... 

r ( Reuters . AP) 
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U.S. Human Rights Study Turns Heat on Russia 


By Steves Greenhouse 

He v York Tana Sana 

WASHINGTON — The 
Clinton administration harshly 
criticized Russia on Wednesday 
for a series of human rights 
abuses, asserting that Moscow 
violated international agree- 
ments by , attacking civilians 
when it invaded the breakaway 
region of Chechnya. 

It also accused Russia of 
making arbitrary arrests, beat- 
ing prisoners and allowing mili- 


tary recruits to be abused in 
systematic haring. 

In the State Department's 
annual human rights report, the 
administration stepped up its 
criticisms of Moscow's inter- 
vention in Chechnya by citing 
with approval statements made 
by Russia’s human rights com- 
missioner that violations took 
place on a “massive scale” in 
the mostly Muslim republic. 

The report attacked Moscow 


for carrying out air strikes chat 
MU wi and injured hundreds of 
ci vilians and destroyed most 
residential and public buildings 
in the capital of Grozny, includ- 
ing hospitals and an orphanage. 

In assessing the h uman rights 
situation in more than 160 
countries, the State Depart- 
ment reserved its harshest criti- 
cisms for America’s perennial 
adversaries, including North 
Korea, Cuba, Iran and Iraq. 
But the repent also had surpris- 


ingly tough words for the hu- 
man rights performance in a 
number of friendly nations, in- 
cluding Mexico, Indonesia, 
Guatemala and Turkey. 

Just a day after President Bill 
Clinton announced a $20 bil- 
lion plan to save Mexico's econ- 
omy from collapse, the report 
used stinging language to criti- 
cize electoral fraud these, kill- 
ings by Mexican police; the sys- 
tematic torture of prisoners and 
stark discrimination against the 


Findings Give China Policy a Black Eye 


By Elaine Scaolino 

New York Tima Service 

WASHINGTON — In the latest set- 
back to the Clinton adminis tration’s 16- 
month Strategy of en gag in g rather than 

isolating Bering, a Slate Department re- 
port on h uman rights has concluded tha t 
China made no progress in any major 
human rights area last year. 

The human rights report coincides 
with a series of bitter confrontations 
with China over its trade practices, its 
export of weapons- related technology 
and Washington's upgrading of contacts 
with Taiwan. 

The report, which is part of the depart- 
ment's global h uman rights survey issued 
Wednesday, is particularly embar rassing 
for the administration because it under- 
scores its failure to nudge China into 
improving its h uman rights performance 
despite the unconditional extension of 
preferential trade privileges eight 
months ago. 

At that time. President Bill Clinton 
abandoned the annual ritual of linking 
renewal of trade benefits to improve- 
ments in Beijing's human rights perfor- 
mance. He argued that C hina 's economic 
and strategic importance was so great 
that it would be unwise to impose the 
sanctions he had threatened. 

Mr. Clinton and his aides privately 
expressed the expectation that the Chi- 
nese would f ulfill their assertion that in 
the absence of external threats, it would 
be easier for them to make progress in 
human rights. In particular. Commerce 
Secretary Ronald H. Brown touted his 
strategy of “commercial engagement" as 
crucial to improving China's behavior. 

That was not to be the case. 


“In 1994,” the report states, “there 
continued to be widespread and well- 
documented human rights abuses in Chi- 
na, in violation of internationally accept- 
ed norms, stemming both from the 
authorities’ intolerance of dissent and 
the inadequacy of legal safeguards for 
freedom of speech, association and reli- 
gion. Abuses include arbitrary and 
lengthy inc ommuni cado detention, tor- 
ture and mistreatment of prisoners.” 

The report calls China an “authoritar- 
ian state* in which the Communist Party 
"monop olizes decision-making author- 
ity.” 

Further, it criticizes Chinese authorities 
for the detention of p erha p s thousands of 
“prisoners of conscience”; an inadequate 
accounting of those who are missing or 
were detained after the 1989 Tiananmen 
demonstrations; a crackdown on journal- 
ists; the routine arrest of dissidents during 
foreign visits; the denial of fair trials, and 
requiring prisoners to work in labor 
camps. 

Last year, the administration tried to 
persuade China to give the International 
Committee of the Red Cross access to its 
prisons, to release certain prominent and 
ailing political prisoners and to end the 
j ammin g of the Voice of America. None 
of those goals was accomplished, the 
report says. 

The report also notes that forced abor- 
tions ana sterilization occur in China, 
although such practices are not autho- 
rized by the government It also reports 
accusations that China has forced pris- 
oners to donate their organs for trans- 
plants. 

As for Tibet the report concludes that 


the human rights situation there wors- 
ened in 1994. Chinese authorities com- 
mitted “widespread human rights 
abuses," it says, including torture, arbi- 
trary arrest detention and prosecution 
of Buddhist monks and nuns who ex- 
press dissenting views in public and rigid 
controls on freedom of speech and the 
press. 

On the positive side, the report praises, 
among other things, the passage of a law 
that gives citizens the right to sue the 
government for improper treatment al- 
though the law has yet to be carried out 

Washington’s frustration with Beijing 
is so intense that even the most ardent 
supporters of the the administration's 
policy acknowledge that they are deeply 
disappointed. 

These officials are also concerned that 
the policy setbacks will enhance the 
chances of leading Republican lawmak- 
ers, like Senators Frank H. Murkowski 
of Alaska and Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina, to upgrade Washington’s rela- 
tionship with Taiwan. 

As for the administration's campaign 
to persuade Beijing to cooperate on 
curbing the spread of nuclear and ballis- 
tic missile technology, China has re- 
buffed a U.S. proposal offered last year 
to forgive Chinese violations of an inter- 
national missile accord and waive possi- 
ble sanctions if China admitted the viola- 
tions. 

And Chinese officials have refused re- 
peated U.S. requests to establish regular 
high-level talks on its exports of weapons 
as well as equipment and technology that 
could be used in nuclear missile or weap- 
ons programs. 


country’s indigenous popula- 
tion. 

The report praised Mexico 
for setting up a commission for 
human rights but added, “By 
year’s end, however, it had tried 
and punished few human-rights 
abusers, and abuses remained 
widespread." 

The report faulted Russia for 
far more fhan its actions in 
Chechnya. It criticized Presi- 
dent Boris N. Yeltsin for issu- 
ing de cr ees that conflict with 
constitutional rights against ar- 
bitrary arrests and illegal 
searches and seizures. 

"The concept of the role of 
Law has yet to be institutional- 
ized and implemented,” it said. 

Russia’s law-enforcement of- 
ficials often beat prisoners, the 
report noted, prisons are over- 
crowded and teeming with dis- 
ease and the military allows 
such violent hazing of con- 
scripts that many commit sui- 
cide. The report used some of 
its harshest language to con- 
demn the Russian practice in 
which many lesbians are sent to 
psychiatric hospitals where they 
are often prescribed chemical 
treatments. 

The report noted that there 
were no known political killings 
in Russia by agents of the gov- 
ernment But after noting the 
murders of a journalist and sev- 
eral legislators, it added that 
“the lute between politically 
motivated killing; ana criminal 
activities has become difficult 
to distinguish ,** 

Administration officials say 
that by training a spotlight on 
their records, the human rights 
report win pressure Russia and 
other nations to improve their 
performance. As for Chechnya, 
the administration hopes that at 
meetings of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, Moscow will acknowl- 
edge its violations in Chechnya 
and promise to stop them. 

The report on Russia, put to- 
gether largely by embassy offi- 
cials in Moscow, often cited re- 
pons by officials in the Russian 
government, notably the hu- 
man rights commissioner, Ser- 
gei Kovalev, 
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Senator Giovanni Agnelli with his sister. Foreign Minister 
Susanna Agnelli, before die Senate vote on Wednesday. 


Aid to Mexico Brings 
U.S. Officials Relief 


Benetton Ordered to Compensate AIDS Sufferers 


By Craig R. Whitney 

New York Tima Service 

PARIS — A French court ordered the Benetton 
clothing chain Wednesday to pay $32,000 in damages 
to French victims of the HIV virus for an advertising 
rampaig n showing body parts tattooed with the ex- 
pression “HIV positive.” 

The company said it would appeal. 

AIDES, a group supporting French victims of 
AIDS, and three people carrying the human immuno- 
deficiency virus sued the French subsidiary of the 
Italian-based chain in 1993, arguing that the c ampai g n 
was offensive to those suffering from acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome, which is caused by the 
virus. 

On Wednesday, the court, in Paris, said that the 
campaign was an abuse of freedom of expression and 
“a provocative exploitation of suffering." But it reject- 
ed the claim that the advertisements had invaded 
personal privacy, according to the company. 


Hie court ordered Benetton to pay 166,000 francs 
($32,000) in damages and said that if the advertising 
campai gn continued, the company could be forced to 
pay as additional 50,000 francs for each poster it 
displayed. 

Laurence Brio), a spokeswoman for the company, 
said the advertisements were not currently in use in 
France. 

“The Benetton company is astonished that the court 
at no time took into consideration the numerous 
messages of support and even enthusiasm received 
both from associations and suffers, which remain for 
the company proof of the usefulness of its action,” 
Benetton said in a statement released by its Paris 
office. 

Benetton also said that it had participated in the 
fight against AIDS by making donations and under- 
taking other actions worldwide. 

Its controversial advertisements for United Colors 
of Benetton also included images of a dying AIDS 


sufferer surrounded by his family, the bloodstained 
clothing of a dead Croatian soldier and a two-page 
assemblage of male and f emal e genitalia that was not 
allowed to appear in Britain. 

The manufacturer said it wanted the campaign to 
provoke thinking about stigmatization. 

Provocative it certainly was. In Germany and 
France, the company’s sales suffered after the adver- 
tisements appeared, and some Benetton franchisers 
refused to pay their bills. 

In France, Olivier Besnard-Rousseau, 30, an AIDS 
sufferer in the terminal stages of the disease, took out a 
full-page protest advertisement in Liberation, one of 
the daily newspapers that had published the series, in 
October 1993. It showed his emaciated face and the 
caption: “During the agony, the sale goes on.” 

“I felt like 1 was punched in the stomach,” he said at 
the time, explaining his reaction to Benetton's AIDS 
posters. 


Journalists 
In Iran Seek to 
Retire Early 

A gencr France- Presse 

TEHRAN — Iranian 
journalists have asked Par- 
liament for the right to ear- 
ly retirement because of the 
dangers and stress associat- 
ed with their jobs, the offi- 
cial Iranian press agency, 
IRNA, announced on 
Wednesday. 

About 500 journalists 
signed a petition saying 
their jobs were “hazardous 
and hard and that the num- 
ber of journalists killed, in- 
jured, jailed or facing re- 
strictions while on duty is 
very high.” 

They did not provide fig- 
ures. 

Iranian journalists also 
suffer from “premature ag- 
ing.” they said, arguing that 
journalists lived an average 
of 10 years less than normal 
“because of the physical 
and psychological hard- 
ships" involved with the 
work here. 

The journalists asked for 
the right to retire after 20 
years of work and without 
any age limits. 


ISRAEL: Summit Aims to Stanch Loss of Support for the Peace Process 


Continued from Page 1 
public opinion that several 
Arab countries are coalescing 
toward peace,” said an Egyp- 
tian official involved in prepar- 
ing the talks. 

King Hussein of Jordan, who 
is well-liked by Israelis and who 


last month smoothed long- 
standing disputes in a friendly 
meeting with Mr. Arafat, is de- 
scribed by organizers as a calm- 
ing force. 

“King Hussein has met with 
Rabin more than 20 times,” 
said Mohammed Subieh, Pales- 


tinian ambassador to the Arab 
League. “He knows Rabin, and 
Rabin trusts him. And maybe it 
will relax Israeli public opin- 
ion.” 

A Western diplomat who has 
said both Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin needed more than “an- 


other handshake on the White 
House lawn.” 

Mr. Arafat “is standing on 
one leg,” Mr. Subieh said. “No 
economy. No food. No Jerusa- 
lem. Settlements everywhere. 
Arafat has never been in a 
worse position.” 


1*0 WELT A The Dream Candidate Hasn't Settled on a Political Philosophy 


Continued from Page 1 

tered the art of avoiding defini- 
tive answers. And as for his po- 
litical views, he remains what a 
New York media consultant, 
Deroy Murdock, termed “a rid- 
dle wrapped in a mystery inside 
a uniform ” 

Sometimes, hejust avoids an- 
swering. “The weather is beau- 
tiful,” he told reporters who 
shouted The Question on Mon- 
day at the dedication of the 
Colin L. Powell Elementary 
School in a Houston suburb. 

In Palm Beach, Florida, earli- 
er this month, he gently chided 
reporters with the observation 
that not one of the 150 children 
he had just met from the local 
Boys and Girls Clubs had asked 
him The Question. 

“They have their priorities 
straight,” he said. 

When pressed, he asserted 
that throughout his 35-year mil- 


itary career, his code of honor 
was: “Don’t be political, never 
show any partisanship, either 
Democratic or Republican or 
anything that would suggest 
politics. 

But, be continued: “I will de- 
velop a political philosophy. 
I’m developing one now. Tune 
will tell whether or not I find 
that my personal political phi- 
losophy fits one or the other of 
the two main parties, or wheth- 
er 1 just remain independent. 

“1 think it’s important for me 
to have something that 1 believe 
in, rather than try to make my 
beliefs fit a party just for the 
purpose of saying I belong to 
iL” 

He may be a friend of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's, or a foe. “I 
visit with him regularly,” Gen- 
eral POwell said of Mr. Clinton. 
“He sends me off to strange and 
wondrous places from time to 
time.” 


Later, however, he talked of 
the “rigging and zagging — 
waffling, some might call it" of 
thepresidenfs foreign policy. 

The general talks of his “Re- 
publican friends" who wrote 
the “Contract With America,” 
then expresses serious reserva- 
tions about its proposal for a 
balanced-budget amendment. 

“1 hate fooling with the con- 
stitution,” he told a small group 
of students before his speech 
here. 

His ideas sometimes seem so 
inclusive as to be contradictory. 
When asked about abortion, 
gun control or drugs, he says he 
believes that most social ills go 
back to the lack of traditional 
family values and “the horrible 
consequences for our society” 
of illegitimacy. 

But on Monday night, while 
discussing “the need to recreate 
the American family ” he said, 
gesturing to a member of the 


audience who had criticized the 
military’s policy on admitting 
homosexuals, “it doesn’t even 
have to be a two-gender fam- 
ily.” 

He can sound tough, as he 
did in saying that Mr. Clinton 
should have given North Korea 
this strong warning about a nu- 
clear bomb: “If we ever think 
that you’re going to use one. or 
if you do use one, you’ll become 
a charcoal briquette.” 

But the general can also 
sound tender. “Iraqis have par- 
ents, too.” he said when asked 
why the United Slates did not 
move on to Baghdad during the 
Gulf War. 

“When we had kicked the 
Iraqi Army out of Kuwait, i had 
no reservations and will never 
have any reservations about 
having been part of a decision 
process with President Bush 
that said, 'Let's slop killing peo- 
ple.’” 


By Paul F. Horvitz 

International Herald Tribune 

WASHINGTON — U.S. of- 
ficials expressed a mix of relief, 
satisfaction and wariness 
Wednesday in the aftermath of 
President Bill Clinton's swift 
decision to prop up Mexican 
financial markets without ac- 
tion by Congress. 

The president said be was en- 
couraged by the inte rnational 
response to Ins rescue plan, 
which added S 1 1 billion in new 
U.S. credit for Mexico to $15 
billion in fresh credit infusions 
from international lending or- 
ganizations. 

Mr. Clinton acted after fierce 
opposition by some Democrats 
and Republicans in Congress 
forced him to drop his plan for 
legislation that would have giv- 
en Mexico $40 billion in loan 
guarantees. 

Mexico now has nearly $50 
billion in short-, medium and 
long-term credit available from 
the United Slates, other 
wealthy nations, a consortium 
of Latin American neighbors 
and the international Monetary 
Fund. The U.S. share is $20 
billion. 

“I think it was the right thing 
to do,” Mr. Clinton said early 
Wednesday, adding, “It was 
good for our country, it was 
good for our jobs, good for the 
stability of the region.” 

While some members of Con- 
gress remained critical of the 
White House decision to offer 
credit from the Exchange Stabi- 
lization Fund, which is used to 
bolster foreign currencies, the 
speaker of the House, Newt 
Gingrich, declared, “It was the 
only practical thing to do." 

“I commend the president for 
his derisiveness.” the Georgia 
Republican said. “It was a very 
sobering, very bard derision.” 

Mr. Gingrich nevertheless 
called for the creation of a na- 
tional commission to examine 
the entire U.S.-Mexican rela- 
tionship, including immigra- 
tion, economic issues, illegal 
drugs and political stability. 

The speaker suggested that 
with the rescue plan in place. 
President Ernesto Zedillo Pon- 
ce de Le6n's government would 
expand cooperation with Wash- 
ington on a range of issues. 

“My impression." Mr. Ging- 
rich said, “is that President Ze- 
dillo’s also coming to recognize 
that some of these issues have to 
be mutually discussed; it can’t 
just be the United Sates always 
carrying the total load. And I 
think you’re going to sec more 
cooperation out of Mexico over 
the next few years.” 

According to The Associated 
Press, lawmakers from both 
parlies complained bitterly that 
Secretary of Suite Warren M. 
Christopher and Treasury Sec- 
retary Robert E Rubin can- 
celed an appearance Wednes- 
day before the House 
International Relations Com- 
mittee. 


“They chose not to come up 
here because they didn’t want 
to face the heat,'* said Repre- 
sentative Danny L. Burton, an 
Indiana Republican. 

The chairman of the House 
Republican caucus, John A. 
Boehner of Ohio, said hearings 
would be held in Congress to 
examine the White House role 
in the Mexican crisis and the 
powers the president exercised 
Tuesday to tap the stabilization 
fund in unprecedented ways. 

But Republican leaders have 
said that the Democrat did not 
exceed his legal authority. 

At its last public accounting, 
the fund had about $37 billion 
in assets, but $12 billion had 
already been allocated. The 
Treasury had given Mexico the 
right to draw $9 billion before 
Mr. Clinton allocated $1 1 bil- 
lion more. 


ULSTER: 

Snag in the Talks 

CaQtmued froa Page 1 

tary of state cannot expect any 
self-respecting unionist to sit 
down at the table if that is going 
to be on the agenda,” he said. 

The document, he charged, 
was “the price he has paid to get 
a deal with Gerry Adams," re- 
ferring to the head of Sinn Fein. 

James Molyneaux, who 
beads the Ulster Unionist Party 
and controls their nine votes 
that are so crucial to Mr. Major, 
was more restrained. But even 
be indicated that he felt the par- 
ties of Ulster have “all been 
effectively excluded from dis- 
cussions.” 

Mr. Mayhew’s job was made 
more difficult by the slant of 
The Times article. The first 
paragraph said that the docu- 
ment “brings the prospect of a 
united Ireland closer than it has 
been at any time since partition 
in 1920.” 

In a radio interview. Mr. 
Mayhew denounced that inter- 
pretation as “rubbish.” The 
Times was attacked in the 
House by some members for 
“scandalous behavior” that 
could derail the peace process. 
The newspaper claimed to have 
obtained the document “from 
sources in Dublin." but several 
members regarded that as a 
subterfuge to disguise the true 
source, perhaps from within the 
unionist camp. 

Prime Minister John Bruton 
of Ireland, warning that the 
leak could damage “the entire 
process towards peace and rec- 
onciliation," told Parliament 
that there was no sign it had 
come from “an Irish quarter.” 

The central point. The Times 
said, was the creation or a 
north-south authority with 
power over agriculture, trade, 
education and health. 


Senate Vote 

The Associated Pros 

ROME — Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dini won a Senate 
confidence vote on Wednesday, 
completing parliamentary ap- 
proval of a nonpartisan govern- 
ment that be has pledged will 
last only a few months. 

Mr. Dini was backed by for- 
mer Communists and other 
center-left senators while the 
conservative bloc loyal to bis 
predecessor, Silvio Berlusconi, 
walked out before the confi- 
dence vote although it has 
pledged support for his pro- 
grams. 

Before the vote, Mr. Dini 
asfr ffri for Parliament’s support 
for his plan to rein in the budget 
deficit and regain the confi- 
dence of tbe markets in Italy. 

The Senate voted, 191 to 17, 
to confirm Mr. Dini’s two- 
week-old government. There 
were two formal abstentions, 
more than 100 senators, 
mainly Mr. Berlusconi’s bloc, 
skipped the vote altogether. 

Last week, when the lower 
Chamber of Deputies approved 
Mr. Dim’s government, Mr. 
Berlusconi's bloc abstained 

But in the upper chamber, a 
formal abstention is considered 
tantamount to a “no” vole, so 
the bloc this time walked out so 
it would not go on record as 
voting against Mr. Dini. 

Weeks of fighting within the 
coalition and a no-confidence 
motion by one of his govern- 
ment partners forced Mr. Ber-<r 
lusconi to resign Dec. 21 

Aggravating political ten- 
sions then was a bribery inquiry 
into Mr. Berlusconi's Fininvesi 
business. On Wednesday. Ital- 
ian newspapers reported that 
prosecutors nave begun another 
investigation of Mr. Berlus- 
coni's businesses. They report- 
ed that he is suspected of falsi- 
fying the ledgers, perhaps in 
connection with his AC Milan 
soccer team. 


FLOODS: 

Dikes Threatened 

Continued from Page 1 

chem and Boven-Hardinxveld, 
which are east of the giant port 
of Rotterdam on tbe Waal Riv- 
er. In Gorin chem. the threat 
was considered so imminent 
that the government sent the 
police to force out residents re- 
luctant to leave. 

Experts said that if the dikes 
gave way, large areas would be 
submerged under several me- 
tes of water within a few hours. 
Soldiers and volunteers worked 
around the dock to buttress en- 
dangered dikes with heavy 
beams and sandbags. 

Huge areas of the Nether- 
lands lie below sea level, and 
the country poured most of its 
defense efforts into strengthen- 
ing the coastal dikes after dev- 
astating floods in 1953 that 
killed more than i.800 people. 
Now the government acknowl- 
edges that more must be done 
to strengthen the river defenses 
after the second serious flood- 
ing in 13 months. 

A major problem is that the 
country is at the mercy of poli- 
cies in countries farther east. 
Industrialization and the chan- 
ding and straightening of the 
River Rhine for shipping and 
barge traffic in Germany mean 
that waters from as far away as 
the Swiss Alps arrive with dev- 
astating speed. 

As floods that forced 6.000 
people to leave their homes re- 
ceded in western and northern 
France, the French government 
outlined plans to improve the 
defenses of areas prone lo 
flooding. 

The environment minister. 
Michel Bamier. said that build- 
ing near rivers would be made 
more difficult and that river 
banks would be strengthened 
after decades of negJecL 

“It will no longer be possible 
to build anywhere and any- 
how',” Mr. Bamier said. 

The government also 
planned measures for replan l- 
mg hedges and restoring wet- 
lands. 

In Paris, the Seine dropped a 
few centimeters after rising 
nearly five meters above nor- 
mal. 
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EUR OPEAN 

TOPICS 

Park-Area Gypsies Can’t Find 
A Place They Can Call Home 

aSlSS * 8 “ d Tocak have long had a 
and uneasy relationship in 
ERSE* towns. That’s one n£son 
5r a *5 01aw toat says that unless towns 
set aade a properly equipped caxnp- 
Sround for stx& travelers, an extendS 
process is required to erict them. 
^ Ev 7> J 11 * outside of Paris, 
tCrf^ts have been angrily demanding 
Jhatdie mayor do something about the 
tjypsies who parked 50 campers and 
Mobile homes m a train station parking 
tot a month ago. 

Since Evry does not provide an 
equipped campground for the travelers. 


equipped campground for the travelers, 
saia Mayor Jacques Giryard, his hands 
fire bed. To remedy the situation, he has 
sought official approval for several prop- 
er sites, but with no luck. The Defense 
Ministry told him a site near a gendar- 
merie would pose “a danger to the secu- 
nty of France.” A site near a sewage 
treatment plant was turned down by the 
prefect on grounds of hygiene. A frus- 
trated Mr. Guyard then suggested a spot 
near the prefect’s home. So far, he has 
had no answer. 


Some campgrounds in nearby towns 
are in deplorable condition, reports the 
daily Liberation. One, in Vigneux, is in 
the middle of a network of train tracks in 
an industrial zone. 

_ But near Brfetigny, east of Paris, six 
cities have joined to provide an answer. 
They are building small family camp- 
grounds, each big enough for three to six 
campers, each with sanitary facilities, 
and each with a permanent building for 
cooking — since some Gypsies don’t like 
cooking in the same space where they 
sleep. 

These sites are not far from Linas, 
where in World War II Gypsies were 
interned before being sent off to Nazi 
concentration camps. 

Aroimd Europe 
- Television ads for sfirmnnig products 
hare been banned from British TV pro- 
grams aimed at young people, out of 
growing concern about anorexia and 
other eating disorders. The Independent 
Television Commission said the ban was 
prompted by a government drive lo pro- 
mote a healthier diet 

Prune Minister lngvar Carisson will 
move into Sweden's first official prime 
ministerial residence in April, although 
he and his wife say they would rather 
stay in their three-room suburban home. 

Tor security and other reasons, we 
have chosen to move into the Sagerska 
Palace.” said Mr. Carisson, who will be 


the first prime minis ter to inhabit the 
residence. The large security presence 
around his suburban home posed an un- 
fair burden on his neighbors, he said. 

The French-inspired palace is at 
Stroemgatan 18 in central Stockholm, 
near the government offices. 

London will offer free parking in the 
city’s center to driven of electric cars. 
The plan, approved by Westminster City 
Council, is said to be the first of its kind 
in Europe. For now, there are only about 
10,000 such vehicles in use by individuals 
in the London area. 

Finnish women have won the right to 
enlist fra- military service. Under the bill, 
just adopted by Parliament, women aged 
17 to 29 may do the equivalent of men’s 
compulsory service and then join the 
regular service and study in military col- 
lege end other militar y schools. 

An as sociation representing Dutch 
prostitutes has mounted a publicity cam- 
paign aimed at improving their image. 
Posters and newspaper ads carry cap- 
tions like "Good Social Contacts Are 
Necessary”; and a line at the bottom 
reads, “Prostitution: A Job Like Any 
Other." “It’s true," says Margot Alvares, 
head of the association, “that our job is a 
little out of the ordinary.” But, she adds, 
'‘you can say the same of gynecologists 
and grave diggers.” 

Brian Knowlton 



German Broadcaster 
Comes Under Attack 


Wolfgang Kway/Rmn 

LIFELIKE — Ute Kase-Lepp, an artist, {meeting 
Wednesday between the worid*s biggest porcelain 
chess figurines, made for a toy fair in Nuremberg. 


Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches 

BONN — Germany's leading 
public broadcasting service, 
ARD, is under attack from 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
his Christian Union parties, 
who regard it as overmanned, 
too costly and politically sus- 
pect. 

Premier Edmund Stoiber of 
Bavaria, a member of the ultra- 
conservative Christian Social 
Union, fired the first shot in 
October, when he called for a 
radical reform of the network, 
founded in 1954. 

With its national television 
service, eight regional TV ser- 
vices, SI radio stations, 23,000 
employees and a budget of 9 
bilfion Deutsche marks (56 bil- 
lion), ARD bad, he argued, be- 
come a monster whose appe- 
tites must be trimmed. 

Mr. Stoiber called for aboli- 
tion of ARD’s national televi- 
sion service and a rationaliza- 
tion of its regional services. 

Given the popularity of the 
private TV stations RTL and 
Sat-1, he saw room for only one 
national public broadcasting 


network. The other German 
public network is ZDF. 

The debate sharpened with 
the publication of a 16- point 
restructuring plan for ARD de- 
vised by Mr. Stoiber and his 
Christian Democratic Union 
counterpart in Saxony, Kurt 
Biedenkopf. 

These two barons of Mr. 
Kohl’s Christian Union alliance 
accuse the network of political 
bias and domination by West 
German Radio, known as 
WDR, the Cologne broadcaster 
and its principal regional com- 
ponent WDR is considered 
sympathetic to the opposition 
Social Democrats. 

Mr. Stoiber said he and Mr. 
Biedenkopf would break the 
contract ARD has with regional 
governments if there was no re- 
form undertaken before the end 
of 1996, when die network’s 
budget is reviewed. 

ARD, Germany’s first televi- 
sion channel, is a federation of 
1 1 regional public broadcasters 
and divides programming 
among them. 

(AFP, Reuters) 
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The International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies 

CT 

Institutional and Resource Development 

This position gives leadership and expertise in the area of 
Institutional, Programme and Resource Development, 
including staff ana volunteer development and will assist 
National Societies to become more effective in these areas. 
Key areas of Responsibilities: Provides expertise and 
methodology, design and lead a programme to develop 

Natinnaf <«nHphi nniritipc min and rarninrici 1 Natinml 


capacities within National Societies; promote cooperation 
ana lead on policy proposals and corresponding procedures. 
Requirements: University degree in Political/Social Sciences 
or Management, 2 to 5 years experience at a senior level in 
Institutional/Organisational Development, minimum 2 years 
experience working in or with a Non Governmental 
Organizations and if possible with a consulting and training 
experience in the field. English is essential, other languages 
an arkfittonaTassec. ’ 

Post is based in Geneva. The Federation is an equal 

opportunity employer. 

Applications to be sent to the Human Resource Department 
byr7 February,T995. 

totoraatioaaal Federation of Red Cross Crescent Societies 
PrOUboac 572 . 
ca izil GENEVA 19 . 
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FINANCIAL TRANSLATOR 

EXPERIENCED FRENCH TO ENGLISH 

Excellent full-time position with congenial Paris-based 
translation firm specialized in top-quality financial 
adaptations.' ' 

Please apply only if solid experience In stockbroker-report 
translations, perfectly bilingual (English mother tongue) 
French working papers. 

H— u m » to Box P442, 

International Herald Tribune, 92521 Nouffty Codex, France 


ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARIAL POSITIONS 


SECRETARIAL POSIS 1H AN 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
lOECDi an international organisation based in Paris, is seeking 

I .>• it - - - — ! — Pun mIart (nr Aill.fimp umrt FT* 11 .W) In 


(OECD) an international organisation based in Pans, is seeking 
bilingual secretaries. Gross salary for full-time work FF 11300 to 
13300 per month. Half-time positions also available. Excellent 
knowledge of English or French and a good knowledge of the other 
language essential High-speed accurate typing (50 words per minute) 
ana experience with word processing systems required. 

AddIi cations from male and female nationals of OECD member 
i « — — i: - iuMri. '-lirJum Canaria iWnufir Finland. 


unicmuiri vitae to: ' 

Human Resource 
Managem ent Division,. OE CD 
2 . me Andrfe-Pascal, 75775 PARIS. CEDES 16 
' marked W/SEC BEB 95 “ 

Only short-listed candidat^wllrecei^je^onse^ 


SECRETAIRE DE DIRECTION 

PARFAITEMENT BILINGUE ANGLAIS 
nmir le Vice-President d’un cabinet de conseil 
international : 35 ans environ BTS Secretariat de 
Direction ou diplGme anglais ou amencain 
da nivalent, stdno anglais et Fra^ais, wpacites 
rddactionnelles dans les deux langues, tits bonne 
maltrise de Macintosh. 

Adresser lettre manuscrite, C.V., Pt 10 * 0 **?™' 
tontinns en precisant sur I'enveloppe ref. Df40, d 
SS^konal.Herald Tribune, 1 81. avenue Charles- 
de-Gaulle, 92521 Neuilly-sur-Seme Cedex - France. 


EXECUTIVE 
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HUMAN in International 

RESOURCES -2= 
SPECIALISTS 

Paris Base 

Our Company is expanding its Corporate team of Human 
Resources Specialists that provide personnel direction, advice, 
control and audit for 4000 hi-tech staff worldwide. 

We require highly motivated candidates with up to 10 years' 
international experience. Areas of expertise needed include : 

■ Development/implementation of succession planning, 
performance appraisal and job evaluation programs in a 
global environment 

■ Definition and control of Budget/ Headcount levels. 

■ Audit and Control of remuneration and benefrt systems. 

■ Management of expatriation conditions and supervision of 
international transfers. 

n Harmonisation of world wide terms and conditions of 
employment 

Successful candidates must possess the communication and 
presentation shifls necessary to interact with aQ levels of personnel 
in various cultural environments. 

Perfect knowledge cf English and good level of French. Experience 
in computerized HR management tools. 

Please forward your resume for consideration Including 
salary requirements, and quoting ref 821 on the envelope to 
COMMUNlQL E - 50/ 54. rue de SHty - 92513 Boulogne Billancourt 
Cedex - France - who win transmit 


SETPOINT UZ3H3 

The Netherlands office of SETPOINT Inc. (Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A.) seeks ambitious and talented people to 
participate in the development of our regional business. 
SETPOINT is the world leader in the supply of advanced 


information and control svstems technology to the 
hydrocarbon processing and manufacturing industries. 
Several openings are available over the next few months for: 

ADVANCED PROCESS CONTROL 


FACULTY IN INTERNATIONAL 
& INTERCULTURAL MANAGEMENT 

Tte SrtmnJ fbr International T rain ing invites applications from individuals with very 
strong reaching & andcat advising competence in a broad non of management 
fields. Candidate mast be able lo teach foundations of finanrjal matuyment (far 
non-finance majors; emphasis on nonprofit & public contexts). & either h um a n 
resource immymmi or strategic management. Advising responsibilities involve 
students in aD phases (on & off-campus I of program. Requinc n i rnK: Ph.D. or 
equivalent knowledge ft research experience in management or related field, 
demooaiaied potential far effective teaching ft advising in an mstimtim committed 
to student-centered, experiential learning. Preference given to individuals with 
significant experience in experiential higher education, work with organizations 
involved in iron development, community service, or infl edooKkm. & demonstrated 
ability to incorporate expe ri ence into leaching & advising. Beams 1995-1996 
academic vear ft nw in g mi upon funding. Search open until filled, first screening 
in/H Snim y [VpCTvfrni upon degree & experience. Send rtsmne & cover letter m: 
H i m Resources. World Learning, P-O- Bo* 476. Bmdebaro, VT 65303-0676 ISA. 
AASEOE. 


anaegenentt and prodsas. 

CanMotos tor the petition rant bang 
et lead 8 iron experience at doefeia 
wdh pubfc neSty naBea w8» otkat? 
yeas atpeneaca it Asa. An wds 
sekry end benefib podcog* s ottered. 


ATT0BCI5 - BRDSSB5 

Law firm nseVi DrfcKflort (w*, nsafl 
aapanti* eMsmtyt wrih cqwrow a 
Britimi or Ndhtdrodi lew far toon- 
taowto. FAX taoBM: (213 4«- 
9109 wed toe W Wst 3&t Snar, 
Sofa 1018, New York, NT 1CCQUEA. 


EXECUTIVES AVAILABLE 


15 ywn at ro p siro ra n the itmo ogr- 
nrof of tocni profit centan rod dr# 
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amsocan anon 

tad O haiwia tmeh Mrtdwids to 
sfa.aioral prebiem and qncHy 
ton riwn rto booto. Bdad Cette. 
Bm 189ft Mt fterot, SC 2W65 
USA Fa* B03 861-1899. 


along with experience and demonstrated accomplishment Strong 
computer skills are also a plus. Domestic and international travel is 
required. We seek experienced people with the ability to quickly 
assume lead engineering status on projects. 

Interested parties, please : vrhe erf ax a detailed resume to: 
Remitting Coordinator, SETPOlNi IPCOS, B.K, De Waal 32, 
5684 PH BEST The Netherlands 
TeL +31 4998 64444 - fax: +31 4998 97820. 


EDUCATIONAL POSITIONS 




Director 

Business Development 

Our client is a well-known Swiss based multinational, with sales 
exceeding 1 billion US$. We are entrusted with identifying a 
proven Business Development Director for one of their divisions. 
Reporting directly to the CEO his/her main tasks will include a 
broad spectrum of projects aiming at developing and refining 
business strategies for established and newly created subsidiaries 
in Western and Eastern Europe. We are therefore seeking to place 
a top professional with University /MB A or equivalent 
qualifies tions and a minimum of five years of relevant experience 
in i.e. market analysis, strategic planning or finance/consulting. 

The ideal candidate has a background in industry (high tech, 
telecom, computers} or branded consumer goods. Abo oMnterest 


is an experience in investment banking (M&A) rasp, consulting, 
with a renowned firm. We are looking for an entrepreneurial ana 
competitive individual in his/her thirties, who combines 
analytical and operational skills, leadership qualities and a good 
sense and understanding of multinational Dusiness. English and 
the knowledge of at least another European language are 
required, as is willingness to travel 


Management Consultants Inc., P.O. Box 315, 
Tel.: +41-1-383 47 33, Fax: + 41-1-383 70 68. 


You arc an vxfMt. ambition- trmiugh to Join a company Hut rapidly cxpanUmj: 
opt-faUm*. in Ittocritahl. haic an mptwif track record, m-apil hciu-ccn 
^ and Sll Ilucni in and hvtny: at Part- ' 

WHY NOT SET UP A BUSINESS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH US AS 
AN OFFSHORE FINANCIAL ADVISOR? 

ttv an- an arfNvxv btukenne npenobw. pan ol a btp- financial Group, which 
pmvidc-. -ptxialbcd financial phnnhift to expatriates and fiwvijtn rt-slUcniv t hit 
K xhniral opcrti-c and tnarkctlnit flair have enabled u> in bixiinK' the k-ailinp 
forte in the intcmaiiunal financial senien industry As a succvNxfuI member uf 
our team wc will provide you with prufcvJonal training, mw In pimcii 
ptuduev- and full icchttkal and ad m jit fa traUvc support cumplementcd mth an 
•MU-aandiiiR financial return 

If you match our ivquimnmn ptva-c send fuO dexafh, Inviudtnj; your telephone 
number, to Brinaltry McFariane. c/u Hotel Cfiptbnme Commodore. 12 Bird. 
HauHnunn. TYtXW Paris. France 


EXECUTIVES 

AVAILABLE 




Resuns oriented American male. 30, 
educated with good language skills, 
holding EU papers seeks challenging 
positiwi with excellent advancement 
and progression polonlial. Already 
having a proven track record <3 succeK 
in marketing and market development 
in a pan-European environment, wxld 
appreciate serious regies only. Ftadble 
and wSng to travel 
Please fax +32 2 219 1244. 


wtti pratesnnd mpocfo, wfli 15 
yti bpenare ia ni fcmniaaon of 
peaaoal an and mde-up poduds 
tor rDOotsd coumVc eonponw. 


RADIO FREE EUROPE 


_ RADIO LIBERTY 

Director of Information Services 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty tnL, a private, nor>profit corpo- 
ration supported by LheUS Congress, broadcasts In 2t languages 
to the nearly 400 million people ol Central and Eastern Europe and 
(he termer Soviet Union. 

We are currently moving our broadcasting operations from 
Munich, Germany to Prague, Czech Republic With this move, 
we are Introducing digital audio program production and 
upgrading our international telecommunications and manage- 
ment information systems. 

Leading a staff ol 25, the Director of Information Services wlD eval- 
uate, implement, and support the application of new information 
technology for RFE/RL's broadcasting and administrative needs. 
Responsibilities indude vendor and contractor selection and 
management: departmental management, budgeting, staffing, and 
training; and development of policies and procedures. 

To qualify, candidates must have hands- on experience with 
di ent/server syst ems, large ethernet-based Local Area 
Networks, and international Wide Area Networks. They must 
have skills and flexibility to work in a fast-paced international 
environment and lead a talented stafL Experience in radio or 
television broadcasting is desirable. 

We prefer to base this position in Prague, but we will consider 
Washington, D C. location for exceptionally qualified candidates. 

For consideration, please send your resume, salary history, ref- 
erences and location preferences, if any. to: RFE/RL, Inc, 
Personnel (TS0/D1R), 1201 Connecticut Ave, NW. Washington. DC 
20036. Fax: (202; 457-6971 Or. RFE/RL. Inc. Box 86 (1SD/DIR). 
Oettingenslr. 67, 81925 Munich. Germany. Fax: (89) 2102-3*104- 
Review of applications will begin on I February. 

RFE/RL is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 




The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
invites applications for the post of 

EDITOR (FRENCH) 

at its Headquartes in Rome, Italy 

Responsibilities: To adapt manuscripts from English into French for CERES, the FAU 
Review on agriculture and development, to rewrite edit to magazine style its contents 
and to write articles. 

Requirements: University degree in journalism, literature, agriculture, economic, 
social and political science or in another subject related to the work of the 
Organization. Five years of professional experience as a journalist with extensive 
newspaper and magazine background or in professional writing with experience in 
journalistic adaptation of text from English to French. Ability to adapt accurately 
technical/scientific articles, to edit and rewrite CERES' copy, to originate articles on 
agriculture and development issues. Ability to use word-processing equipment. 
Familiarity with page make-up requirements and layout. Excellent knowledge of 
French and working knowledge of English. 

Benefits: The post carries a net salary* per year (inclusive of a variable element for 
post adjustment) from USS -)?,75ti to US$ 58,74.3 ( without dependants) and from 
US$ 4S.992 to US$ 63,270 (with dependants). Other benefits of the International Civil 
Service. 

Please send detailed Curriculum Vitae no later than 10 March 1995 quoting VA 539-GH 
to*. Personnel Officer. GLDX, FAO, Via delle Tenme di Caraculla, 00100 Rome, Italy. 
Telex 610191 FAO I - Fax No. 5225 3152. 
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Clinton to the Rescue 


Faring imminent Mexican bankruptcy 
and U.S. congressional inaction. President 
Bill Clinton made the right call on Tues- 
day to rescue the Mexican economy him- 
self. He ditched a $40 billion plan, which 
Congress was not going to approve any 
t frw. soon, in favor of a stripped down 
program to provide Mexico $20 billion in 
loans and loon guarantees that require no 
congressional action. The administration 
also announced that the International 
Monetary Fund would lend Mexico up to 
$17.8 billion to pay back creditors, and 
that $10 billion would come from central 
hanks to help stabilize the peso. 

The president's action was justified by 
a looming financial emergency: Mexico 
could have defaulted within days, cutting 
it off from foreign investment and plung- 
ing its economy into recession. Millions of 
Mexicans and tens of thousands of U.S. 
woricera in export industries would have 
been hurt And financial turbulence could 
have spread through Latin America. 

Mexico’s crisis was driven by foreign 
investors who wanted their money back 
rather than risk their investments to fur- 
ther depredation of the peso, let alone 
default. Mr. Clinton's original idea was to 
provide Mexico with $40 billion in loan 
guarantees — more than enough to reas- 
sure investors that their loans were safe. 
The centerpiece of tbe plan was a pledge 
by Mexico to put future oil revenues in 
escrow so that the United States would 
never need to use its own money to pay 
back Mexican creditors. U.S. taxpayers 
would come out ahead, since Mexico 


would pay fees for the use of the guaran- 
tees. Mexico would also agree to stringent 


tees. Mexico would also agree to stringent 
restrictions on its monetary and fiscal 


restrictions on its monetary and fiscal 
policy that would assure investors of the 
economy’s long-term health. 

The new plan is built along the same 
smart lines — although investors might be 


Kemp May Be Missed 


Jack Kemp's decision not to seek the 
Republican presidential nomination 
means that an important set of concerns 
could be missing from his party's debate. 
Mr. Kemp has been an unusual figure in 
American public life. He has combined an 
enthusiasm for free markets and supply- 
side economics with a commitment to in- 
clusion, tolerance and racial justice. 

He argued that his two sets of concerns 
went together naturally. He would say that 
a central purpose of Republicanism — 


“Lincoln Republicanism” — should be to 
find ways of extending the opportunities 
of the marketplace to parts of society, 
especially in the toner dues, where capital- 
ism's promises were not much present 
Tins has been more than a theoretical 
exercise. He alienated many Republicans 
in his home state of California last year by 
opposing Proposition 187, an overly broad 
assault cm illegal immigrants, arguing that 
it would endanger the rights of legal unmi- 


indusion to Republican audiences every- 
where. He could not resist doing so again 
even as he announced that be would not be 
running for president “You have to win 
elections. I'm a pragmatic politician,” be 
said. “But the Republican majority will 
not be complete until America's minorities 
feel at home in the Republican Party.'’ 

It has been dear for some time to Mr. 
Kemp's friends that his heart was not in 
another fight for the White House. (He ran 
for the Republican nomination in 1988 
and lost to George Bush.) As Republicans 
focus cm reducing the defid t and cutting 
government programs, he also seemed out 
of place; his passion for tax cuts was never 
matched by a comparable passion for re- 
ducing the size of government. Some Re- 


publicans were quite frank in arguing that 
his passion for the inner dty makes him 


grants and dtizens of Hispanic descent 
whether it suited Iris political purposes or 


Whether it suited his 
not he would preai 


litical p 
on his 


x»sesor 
eme of 


his passion for the inner dty makes him 
look like — gasp! — a liboaL But Mr. 
Kanp has been leaching a rather different 
lesson: that tbe best find erf politics is 
induave. optimistic, dvil and tolerant He 
has been right to bold up that banner. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Clumsy at the Museum 


In announcing a sharply scaled-back 
version, essentially a cancellation, of its 
planned anniversary exhibit about the 
Enola Gay, the Smithsonian Institution 


has ended up in about the only place it 
could have. Secretary I. Michael Heyman 


says the National Air and Space Museum 
wul forget all tbe interpretive material 


will foiget all tbe interpretive material 
about the war’s end, the bomb's effect, 
the decision to drop it and the dawn of 
the nudear age; instead it will put on 
display the EnoLa Gay’s fuselage, a label 
explaining what it is, and some footage 
about the mission and the crew. While 
this is an intellectual abdication, a visitor 
shown the plane that dropped the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima and ended World 
War II is unlikely to go away without 
some reflecting on war and history. 

It is important to be clear about what 
happened at the Smithsonian. It is not. as 
some have it, that benighted advocates of a 
special-interest or right-wing point of view 
brought political power to bear to crush 
and distort the historical truth. Quite the 
contrary. Narrow-minded representatives 
of a special-interest and revisionist point 
of view attempted to use their inside track 
to appropriate and hollow out a historical 
event that large numbers of Americans 
alive at that time and engaged in the war 
had witnessed and understood in a very 
different — and authentic — way. 

The incident inflicts severe damage not 
just on its immediate perpetrators but on 
tiie Smithsonian, Mr. Heyman said on 
Monday that be will launch reviews of 
Air and Space Museum management and 
of the way the Smithsonian handles po- 
tentially inflammatory topics; the regents 
who backed him up include several who 
have called most loudly for oversight. Mr. 


Heyman says, moreover, that he has 
“some problems with the idea that our 
exhibits can be advocacy pieces”; he 
notes that curators, especially at a nation- 
al museum such as the Smithsonian, have 
broader public obligations than academic 
scholars in departments. 

These are the right questions to ask. 
They ought to get a full airing at the series 
of symposia that Mr. Heyman also pro- 
poses to run this spring with the Universi- 
ty of Michigan on the question of how 
museums handle controversial topics. 

Over the longer term, this conudence- 
undennining episode constitutes a threat 
to the Smithsonian’s stature and indepen- 
dence. But the museum brought this dan- 
ger on itself by the recklessness with 
which it left itself open to legitimate at- 
tack on a fiercely contested topic whose 
delicacy and complexity it ought to have 
appreciated without all the fuss. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


Clinton’s Peso-Rescue Calculus 


It was with mixed feelings that Presi- 
dent Clinton derided to force Congress's 
hand. Executive orders have a bad reputa- 
tion among congressmen. But this time the 
advantages appear to outweigh tbe draw- 
backs. Mr. Gin ton saves legislators from 
having to take a stand on a highly unpopu- 
lar measure. The president, for his part, is 
spared tbe possible humiliation of seeing 
widespread defections from his own camp. 
Democrats were as tepid about the admin- 
istration’s proposal as Republicans were. 
— Laurent Zecchini, Le Monde (Paris). 
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D AVOS, Switzerland — The impact 
of the change in U.S. involvement 


disquieted that some of the loans would be 
for a shorter term than Mr. Clinton origi- 
nally proposed. The U.S. money, if need- 
ed, would be drawn from a Treasury fund 
that is used, at the administration’s discre- 
tion, to stabilize the value of the dollar; the 
passible use would pose no threat because 
the government has other resources for 
currency intervention. Mexico is still ex- 
pected to put up oil revenues as collateral 
and rule out fiscal and monetary excess. 

Tbe new plan leaves some important 
questions unanswered- Will the IMF place 
impossible hurdles between its money and 
Mexico? Will the conditions on Mexican 
monetary policy be tight enough to re as- 
sure skittish investors? Is Washington po- 
litically prepared to keep Mexico’s oO rev- 
enues in the unlikely event that it defaults? 

Mr. Qin ton’s first plan hit opposition in 
Congress because it was unfairly depicted 
by opponents as a bailout for Wall Street 
financiers. Mr. Clinton failed to make a 
persuasive case that many of the creditors 
who would benefit from stabilization of 
the peso would be American workers with 
pension funds and mutual funds invested 
in Mexico. That is still the case. 

Decisive presidential action always risks 
subordinating the appropriate congressio- 
nal role in the commitment of federal 
resources, and this case should not be a 
model for Mr. Clin ton. But there was no 
time for delay, and he did not move until 
he got the approval of both Republican 
and Democratic congressional leaders. 

The adminis tration can be faulted for 
lying back when Mexico was running 
through its reserves last year. It can be 
faulted for ineptly presenting a smart first 
rescue plan to the American public. But it 
deserves credit for coming to Mexico’s 
resoie when there was no time left to 
navigate a bill through Congress. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


_L / of the change in U.S. involvement 
in the world is palpable here. There are a 
lot of American citizens among the 3,000 
participants at the annual World Eco- 
nomic Forum, but scarcely any policy- 
makers to deal with the 30 heads of state 
or government and 200 assorted cabinet 
ministers from 97 countries, and business 
executives whose companies have a total 
turnover of 54,000 billion a year. 

More important, except for the issue of 
rescuing the Mexican peso, there has not 
been much talk about America's inten- 
tions, America's wishes, America's plans. 
Economically and militarily, it is still the 
remaining superpower, but it is felt as an 
absent, distant one. 

This is new, and troublesome. Even 
those players on tbe world scene who 
often enjoyed America- bashing regret it 
and worry about it, because the wand just 
is not organized enough to handle crises 
without American leadership. Nobody 
likes feeling under American dictation, 
but it lakes American invigoration to ad- 
dress energy to solving urgent problems. 

Russia and the Arab-lsraeb conflict are 
among the situations that are deteriorat- 
ing because the United States is not push- 
ing If the exhilarating hopes of 

the last few years for progress and peace, 
are lost for tack of American attention. 


By Flora Lewis 


parser war for control of the country anti 
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the United States as well as practically 
everybody else will pay a heavy price. 

It is not easy for political leaders to 
focus on fire prevention when there are 
so many immediate demands. 

As Slovenian Prime Minister Janez 
Dmovsek said, politicians are often too 
busy to bother doing what is necessary 
before disaster hits, even though it can be 
foreseen. He was talking about the wars in 
Yugoslavia that he warned were coming 
wbai he was president of the now defunct 
federation in 1989, and which could have 
been avoided with outside insisUaice. 

It may not be too late to save Russia 
from a catastrophe that will be damaging 
for the world, but it is dear from what the 
many Russians and the best Western 
experts on Russia had to say here that it 
is getting very late. 

George Soros, the American billionaire 
financier and philanthropist whose foun- 
dation is doing a lot to help, said that 
President Boris Yeltsin “has been cap- 
tured by a bunch of people who want to 
restore a dictatorship,” and “his fate has 
been sealed by tbe failure in Chechnya.” 

The threat ahead, in Mr. Soros’s view, 
is not so much civil war, since the bulk of 
the people won’t take part, but a kind of 


its economy. This is by no means the 
darkest description of what is happen- 
ing in Russia — while Washington both 
continues support for Mr. Yeltsin, in- 
sisting that he is a democrat, and has 
practically no dealings with the refonn- 
ers and democrats who oppose him, for 
fear of offending him. 

On Jan. 20, Sergei Grigoryants, an 
outspoken former dissident who spent 
much Hmg in gulags, made a speech at- 
tacking the “red-brown” gang exercising 
power. On Jan. 22. the body of his mur- 
dered son was delivered on his doorstep, 
as a “warning.’' There arc many stories of 
threats to opposition politicians, backed 


by crimes against their families, and evi- 
dence that it comes from the top. 

Grigori Yavlinsky, the young econo- 
mist who is determined to run for presi- 
dent as head of the Yabloko bloc, says 
the opinion polls now show him three 
times more popular than Mr. Yeltsin, 
and he has serious doubts that fair elec- 
tions will be held. 

I asked him why, with Mr. Yeltsin now 
so unpopular, the democratic opposition 
has not been able to pull itself together to 
offer a credible alternative, since Wash- 
ington's answer to criticism for its failure 
to speak out clearly on the Chechnya 
horror is always that it most back Mr. 


Yeltsin because there is “no alternative." 

Mr. Yavlinsky, who is convinced that a 
democratic alternative does exist, does 
not ask for Western support. “What to 
do is our job,” he says. “You [the West] 
have only one job, to be honest ” He is 
right. It will be waiting much too long to 
say nothing until scheduled elections this 
year and next are canceled or faked. 

In the Middle East, the Israeh-Pales- 
fini«n peace process, already far behind 
the agreed timetable, is f alling apart. Tbe 
way to save it is a bold move forward to 
negotiations on the final status of a Pal- 
estinian government, but that is hard for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to do on 
his own. It takes more active American 
involvement than arranging meetings 
and carrying messages. 

■ The idea of tbe Oslo accord for staged 
faJfee was that with time Israelis and 
Palestinians would adjust psychological- 
ly to the notion of peace and the compro- 
mises required to achieve it. But now 
Httw» jg working in the opposite direction. 
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The Davos forum exuded an air of 
American indifference, of self-absorp- 
tion and fatigue with the problems of the 
world. But the problems are not going to 
go away. If America does, they will get 
worse, and closer. 

© Flora Lewis. 


Washington Should Warn Yeltsin to Get Back on the Reform Road 


D AVOS, Switzerland — Dur- 
ing a seminar cm Russia at 


ing a seminar cm Russia at 
the Davos economic forum, Rus- 
sian Economics Minister Yevgeni 
Yasin was extolling Boris Yelt- 
sin's economic policies. As he 
spoke in Russian, the audience 
listened raptly to the translation 
through headsets, but after a few 
minutes they began to suspect 
that something was wrong. They 
were right Somehow tbe transla- 
tion from a Japan seminar next 
door got switched with Mr. Ya- 
rn's translation, and the audi- 
ence was hearing the Russian 
minis ter extol the virtues of the 
Japanese auto industry. 

Now, you could confuse Boris 
Yeltsin's economics with a lot of 
things, but the Japanese econo- 
my isn’t one of them. Unfortu- 
nately, real economic reform is 
not one of them, either. And that 
is the problem. 

President Yeltsin has not only 
lost his way in Chechnya, be has 
also lost ms way in economics. 
And for the same reasons: too 
much vodka on his desk, too few 
reformers at his side ami too 
many idiot apparatchiks around 
him all the time. 

While television has focused on 
the dramatic battering of Grozny, 
it has missed the mundane but 
even more devastating battering 
that Mr. Yeltsin’s policies have 
been delivering to Russia's ruble, 
budget and foreign investors. 

It is too late to save Chechnya, 
but it may not be too late to save 
Russian economic reform. To do 
so, though, requires giving Mr. 
Yeltsin shock therapy. 

For months now Boris has 
been blackmailing the West with 
his weakness, saying in effect: “I 
am fragile, don’t push me too 
hard. If I fall, you will have to 
deal with really crazy people.” 

I am not for toppling Boris 
Yeltsin. But by bong so worried 
about what comes after him, the 


By Thomas L Friedman 


a hostage of his weakness. His 
weakness is his strength only if 
Washington lets it be, and it is 
time to stop letting it be. 

What is the problem? Inflation, 
which was 4 percent a month in 
August, is now roaring along at 
16 permit a month, because the 
central bank has lost control erf 
the money supply. The 1995 Yelt- 
sin budget is as phony as a rubber 
ruble, particularly its assump- 
tions on inflation and the deficit. 

Mr. Yeltsin rattled investors by 
appointing and then sacking a 
complete incompetent to run the 
key privatization ministry. For- 
eign portfolio investment in Rus- 
sia fell from $500 million in July 
to $20 milli on in December. 

There were basically two views 


on Mr. Yeltsin among the global 
investors and experts gathered at 
the Davos forum — those who 
think he is irredeemably lost and 
those who think he is just lost. 

Those who think he is irre- 
deemably lost included people 
like tbe finan cier George Soros, 
who argued that Mr. Yeltsin had 
thrown in his lot with the security 
apparatus and mili tary-industrial 
complex against the new entre- 
preneurial class — a confronta- 
tion that makes for bad econom- 
ics and dangerous politics. 

“Yeltsin has been captured by a 
bunch of people who want to re- 
start a dictatorship.” said Mr. 
Soros, whose foundation has fi- 
nanced Russian reform programs. 
The West, be adds, should be 


“very leery” about putting any 
more money there now. 

Boris Fyodorov, Mr. Yeltsin's 
forma - finance minister, was even 
more blunt: “If the West is ready 
to help this guy now, then it 
doesn’t und&stand what is hap- 
pening in Russia.” 

Those who thought Mr. Yeltsin 
was badly lost but maybe redeem- 
able included many European 
and Russian businessmen, who 
reported that the factories they 
have opened in Russia are actual- 
ly doing quite well — thanks to 
past Yeltsin reforms — but are 
now in need of a more stable 
economic environment 

They argue that because Mr. 
Yeltsin is such a forceful person- 
ality, if he could be redeemed he 
could provide far stronger eco- 
nomic leadership than the whiny 


liberals or corrupt ministers who 
now oppose him. I agree: Mr. 
Yeltsin may be too far gone, but it 
is worth one last check of his 


pulse. Wadrington should do that 
by telling him it will help save 
him only if he first saves himself . 

The IMF is negotiating a $12, 0 
billion loan package with Mr. 
Yeltsin. Washington should blunt- 
ly tell Boris that it win block that 
IMF loan until his budget is de- 
monstrably under control, real re- 
formers are rest wed to his office 
and the central bank, corrupt min- 
isters are b anish ed and the Chech- 
nya conflict is ended. That is the 
only way out for him and Russia, 
so why should America mute its 
voice any longer? If it is not going 
to give the guy any money, the 
least h can do is give him the truth. 

The New York Times. 
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Some Who Didn’t Approve of Enola Gay’s Bomb 


S TANFORD, California — “Neither the 
atomic bombing nor the entry of the 


Clinton team has lost sight of 
what has happened to Mr. Yeltsin 


what has happened to Mr. Yeltsin 
himself — and made Washington 


O atomic bombing nor the entry of the 
Soviet Union into the war forced Japan’s 
unconditional surrender. She was defeated 
before either erf these events took place.” 

That kind of “revisionist'’ statement, im- 
plying that the atomic bombing of Japan 
was unnecessary, has so angered American 
veterans’ organizations that they have 
forced the Smithsonian Institution to an- 
nounce that it is gutting its controversial 
exhibit of the B-29 that dropped the bomb 
on Hiroshima in August 1945. 

Yet the words were written not by some 
revisionist historian, nor by someone who 
knew little about the brutality of World 
War II in the Pacific. They were written 
shortly after V-J Day by Brigadier General 
Bonnie Fellers for use by General Douglas 
MacArthur, the U.S. Army’s triumphant 
commander in the Pacific. 

Other hi g h-r anking military men ex- 
pressed similar sentiments. “It is my opin- 
ion that the nse of this barbarous weapon at 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki was of no material 
success in our war against Japan,” wrote 
Admiral W illiam Leahy, the wartime chair- 


By Barton J. Bernstein 


man of tbe Joint Chiefs of Staff, in 1950. 

“The Japanese were already defeated and 
ready to surrender because erf the. effective 
sea blockade and the successful bombing 
with conventional weapons . . . My own 
feeling was that in bong the first to use it, 
we had adopted an ethical standard com- 
mon to the barbarians of the Dark Ages.” 

After his White House years, President 
Dwight Eisenhower, looking bade on his 
earlier service as a five-star general, also said 
be considered the bombing both unneces- 
sary and morally dubious. In 1963 he said: 
“The Japanese were ready to surrender and 
it wasn’t necessary to fain them with that 
awful thing ... I hated to see our country 
be the first to use such a weapon.” 

Ike’s objections, like Admiral Leahy’s, 
were purged from the Smithsonian script 
even before the exhibition was cut back. 

In May 1945, ID weeks before Hiroshima, 
General George G Marshall, the army’s 
chief of staff, said an atomic bomb should 
be dropped only on a “straight military 


objective such as a large military installa- 
tion,” and then, if necessary, on a manufac- 
turing center — but only after civilians were 
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adequately warned so that they could Jflee. 
He did not want to break the old moral code 


He did not want to break the old moral code 
against killing noncombalantsl 

This counsel was, of course, rejected. 

The point is not whether Generals Fellers 
and MacArthur and Admiral Leahy and 
Mr. Eisenhower were correct or incorrect 
about whether the bombing was necessary, 
and in what circumstances. Nor is it, as 
some have too easily contended, that these 
men had such thoughts before Hiroshima. 

The point is that after the war a number 
of America’s top military leaders chose to 
express their doubts, and sometimes even 
their objections. If they could do so then 
without having their patriotism chal- 
lenged, it is dismaying that their judgments 
have now been deemed too harsh for 
American eyes and ears. 
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The writer, a professor of history at Stanford 
University, fr editor of the book “ The Atomic 
Bomb : The Critical Issues . " He contributed 
this comment to The New York Times. 


Why the Council of Europe Should Put Conglomerate Russia on Hold 
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V ICO MORCOTE. Switzer- 
land — Since the Council of 


Y land — Since the Council of 
Europe's creation in 1949, the 
feature that has set it apart from 
other intergovernmental organi- 
zations has been its insistence on 
respect for human rights and a 
democratic form of government 
as conditions for membership. 

To such an extent was this the 
case that two member govern- 
ments, Greece and Turkey, were 
obliged to withdraw from all or 
some of the activities of the 
Council because their political 
systems and practices were for a 
time judged not to conform with 
these requirements. 

The Council is now confronted 
with Russia's desire to join. 

Conglomerate states comprising 
diverse ethnic groups have proved 
to be no longer viable in modem 
conditions. The Belgian, British, 
Dutch, French and Portuguese co- 
lonial empires were such conglom- 


By Peter Smithers 


others in two respects only: The 
subject ethnic groups were con- 
tiguous and not separated by sea 
from the parent state, and the 
unity of the conglomerate was 
maintain ed by a brutal and ruth- 
less use of force. 

Today Russia stretches from 
the Baltic Sea to tbe Pacific 
Ocean and is still a conglomerate 
comprising many ethnic and na- 
tional groups. Some of these peo- 


ples were originally subjugated 
by the czars. Both under the czars 
and under the Soviet Union, the 
Chechens were treated with bar- 
barous cruelty. Under modem 
conditions, ana in view of what is 
now happening in Chechnya, can 
the Russian conglomerate state 
be held together in its present 
form without the use of an unac- 


mination and fortify that of the 
inha bitant of other regions. 

Tbe reckless destruction of ci- 
vilian life and property in 
Chechnya far exceeds anything 
even remotely approaching the 
conditions that in Greece and 
Turkey were judged incompati- 
ble with full membership in the 
Council of Europe. If the organi- 
zation is to retain any element of 
credibility as a defender of de- 
mocracy and human rights, the 
following considerations should 
be conveyed to Russia: 

1. No state that treats its sub- 
jects with the indiscriminate 
brutality used in Chechnya 
could be eligible to join the 
Council of Europe as a member 
state. The gross abuse of human 


stales applying for membership. 
I am aware that several govem- 


ceptable degree of force? 

The current events in Chech- 
nya make clear beyond doubt 
that some ethnic and cultural 
groups wish to enjoy the right to 
uve under governments of their 
own choosing. A long history of 
brutal persecution has failed to 
extinguish this legiti m ate desire 
and has, on the contrary, made 
Chechens grimly determined to 
separate themselves from Russia. 

The events in Chechnya will 
never be forgotten or forgiven by 
those who have suffered (he 
death of friends and relatives 
and tbe destruction of homes 
and neighborhoods at the hands 
of Moscow’s troops. Inevitably 
this will strengthen their detcr- 


righls and dignity are offensive 
to evervthine lor which the 


erates. Smaller conglomerates 
such as Yugoslavia and GzechosJo- 


such as Yugoslavia and Czechoslo- 
vakia have proved unworkable. A 
powerful historical current is now 
flowing against the few remaining 
conglomerate states. 

Everywhere in the world peo- 
ple are de manding the right to 
live under their own governments 
in circumstances of their own 
choosing This is in accord with 
the principles that origin ally in- 
spired the Council of Europe and 
that most certainly still should. 

The Russian empire of the 
czars, which was assumed and en- 
larged by tbe Soviet Union, was a 
colonial empire. It differed from 


Hope After Chechnya for Postimperial Russia 

T HERE is a better than even chance that the Chechnya ordeal will 
turn out to be a positive development There will be months of 
confusion, recrimination and perhaps political changes before the differ- 
ent Russian factions reach a consensus. That consensus is likely to be 
renewed zeal for economic reform and a reduced propensity toward 
adventurism abroad. Chechnya is obviously a setback for the reform 
movement but no more than that. The Russian mood of today was once 
stated by Voltaire: to cultivate one own’s garden. 

— Peter Sender, commenting in The Washington Peat. 


to everything lor which the 
Council stands. Given the unsta- 
ble state of Russian politics, as- 
surances for the future cannot be 
taken at their face value. It is the 
Council's plain duty to await 
their confirmation by events 
over a period of time. 

2. On the other hand, the 
Council should make clear that 
it would welcome the participa- 
tion of the Russian government 
in its intergovernmental work. 
This would be a temporary mea- 
sure until tbe situation in Russia 
is clarified and stabilized. Such 
participation can take place 
without full membership. 

It would ill-serve Europe and 
Russia to seek to confuse or evade 
one of tbe clearest decisions of 
principle with which the organiza- 
tion has ever been confronted. 

Furthermore, there is no ques- 
tion of interference in the internal 
affairs erf Russia. The Russian gov- 
ernment must conduct its business 
as it thinks best. But the Council 
of Europe has an inescapable ob- 
ligation to maintain (he well -es- 
tablished conditions for member- 
ship and to moke them clear to 


I am aware that several govern- 
ments are of an opinion that in 
this instance principle should be 
sacrificed to expediency. This is 
what happened at Munich many 
years ago. The argument is flawed 
even on grounds of expediency, 
for the Russian conglomerate state 
cannot be held together perma- 
nently by force. Such political sys- 
tems are obsolete and unworkable. 

The attempt to do so would 
result in disintegration in chaotic 
conditions. This would be ex- 
tremely dangerous and costly in 
terms of human suffering. If such 
an attempt were to succeed, the 
world would be confronted with a 
giant military dictatorship. It was 
not for such a result that men 
fought and died in World War II. 

But there is a policy that is in 
conformity with the principles of 


the Council of Europe and is also 
expedient: to encourage and assist 
Russia in the devolution of power 
to those ethnic regions that wish 
for this, including independence. 

At the same time, every encour- 
agement should be given to each 
ethnic region to establish and 
maintain close relations with Mos- 
cow. This would be of great bene- 
fit to both parties and is the only 
course of action that offers a hope 
of creating a stable situation. 

The Council oF Europe's mem- 
bers have much to offer in sup- 
port of such a policy, and there is 
a good chance that it could be 
carried oul They should not be 
satisfied with anything less. 


. £ 
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The writer was secretary -gen era / 
of the Council of Europe from i 
to 1969. He contributed this com- 
ment to the Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1895: Tbe Wrong Faure 


PARIS — The Figaro states that 
the New York Sun lately present- 
ed its readers with a portrait of 
M. Faure, the great baritone, over 
the inscription "M. Fdlix Faure, 
President of the French Repub- 
lic." The portrait was reproduced 
from an illustrated sheet advertis- 
ing a medicinal wine. The Figaro 
considers that having regard to the 
distances between New York and 
Paris the mistake is excusable. 


is in place of the sum of 
$150,000,000 which was urged by 
the President and by Secretary 
Glass to relieve suffering in Aus- 
tria. Poland and Armenia. 


1945: Radar Explained 


1920: Relief for Europe 

WASHINGTON — As predicted, 
the Ways and Means Committee 
of the House of Representatives 
has appropriated $50,000,000 for 
food relief in the countries of Eu- 
rope, but refused to state in what 
countries the money should be 
spent. The expenditure is left to 
the discretion of the Slate De- 
partment This sum of $50,000,000 


LONDON — The mystery of ra- 
dar — the radio-location device 
which reveals the presence of ob- 
jects no eye can sec and which is 
probably the most distinct scien- 
tific achievement of this war — 
was explained todav fFeb. I) for 
the first time by two British tech- 
nical publications. Though jeal- 
ously guarded from prving eve>. 
radar instruments have been* al- 
most as plentiful os wireless appa- 
ratus throughout the war. It was 
the instrument which probably 
won the Battle of Britain in the 
summer and fall of 1940. and 
which is still winning battles in 
which men have to ward off sur- 
prise attacks by ships or airplanes. 
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They Heard It Differently 
There in the Country 

By E» J. Dionne Jr. 
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No Memory Means No Self: 
The Pain of a Fading Mind 
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Afflts State of the Union address, 
those outside the boundaries of that 
Egjy - the -real people" - 
a £ I *« speech just fin*^ 

11 “ true that the reviews of the 
speech from the cognoscenti were so 
harsh that if Mr. Clinton were a 
P’ay; “® would have been shut down 
m ia hours. But most of the polling 
suggests that the voters were a lot 
less rough on the president than the 
analysts were. In this disjunction 
between “Washington" and “the 
country” lie dues about how the 
neat six months might unfold. 

Most listeners out in the country 
appear to have done their own edit- 
ing and heard the decent 45-minute 
speech that was encased in the flawed 
82-minute version. Washington 
heard the whole things including the 
president's utter failure of pers onal 
disopline. Most other listeners seem 
to have heard a different message; 
Mr. Clinton’s admission that he h «H 
made mi stakes. Humility is a virtue 
voters would like more of from politi- 
cians and the federal government. 

Washington listeners tended to 
dismiss as “Reaganesque” Mr. din- 
ton’s argument that social problems 
ultimately would be solved not by 
government but by the work of do- 
zens, families and co mmuni ties. But 
even before the poll results were in. 
Senator Bob Kerrey, a Democrat 
who is hardly a Clinton booster, 
predicted that the sermon part of the 
. speech would go over far better in 
"v the country than In the capital. Mr. 
Kerrey’s point was that the country 
senses a coarsening of the culture (as 
William Bennett puts it) and a fray- 
ing of the social bond. The country 
thinks that is important and was 
glad Mr. Clinton does, too. 

Finally, Washington was attuned 
to those places where Mr. Clinton 
failed to draw lines — in not saying 
how much he wanted to raise the 
minimum wage, for example — and 
seemed to plagiarize Republicans. 

Listeners in' their living rooms 
heard an implicit message that they 
apparently liked; Yes, the Republi- 
cans are right that government 
needs to be constrained^ that . some 
programs should be junked, others 
reshaped, still others devolved onto 
states and cities. But Republicans 
are wrong if they thfnlr we can just 
wipe out huge chunks of govern- 
ment Government is stiff needed to 


poor kids who ought not be blamed 
for their parents’ mistakes, and as- 
sist retired people who count on 
Medicare and Social Security. 

Yes, the Republicans are right 
that there is a lot of legitimate dis- 
content out there. But that discon- 
tent is notjust with government. It is 
also with the uncertainties created 
by enormous economic changes. 
Government cannot solve all the 
problems created by economic 
change, but it surely can do better 
than it does now at helping people 
make the transition. 

There is nothing astonishing or in- 
novative about these arguments. 
They represent a moderate; common- 
sensical view of government. That is 
why they led so many in those living 
rooms to nod their heads in agree- 
ment — the country also has a mod- 
erate; commonsenacal view of gov- 
ernment. That did not change in 
November. The elections did not 
transform America into a land of far- 
right ideologues. Few voters cast 
their ballots with “radical devolu- 
tion" on their minds. Most voters 
have always hoped that Mr. Clinton 
would oner them moderation and 
common sense — and they liked his 
speech to the extent that he seemed to 
be offering just that 

So can Mr. Clinton write off his 
critics? He had better not. Fora lot of 
their criticism pointed to what re- 
mains Mr. CHn ton’s largest problem 
with the country. As David Lauter of 
the Los Angeles limes said in ex- 
plaining results of a poll the paper 
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T> ASADENA, California — There 
1 have been lots of articles recently 
about our aging brains. Experts offer 
advice on bow to keep the mind 
sharp, but I resent their notion of 
“use it or lose it.” They make it seem 
we are to blame for mental decay. 
Sadly, many use and still lose. 

Some of the smartest, most active 
people I have known suffer from 
Alzheimer's disease. In her 60s, my 
secretary of many years gave up her 

MEANWHILE 


took after the speech, most voters 
who opposed Mr. Clinton did so not 
because of policy differences but 
from “more general concerns — that 
Clinton breaks his promises, is too 
weak or lacks honesty." 

The Washington commentariat 
reacted badly to Mr. Clinton's 
speech precisely because its mem- 
bers listened to it with these worries 
in min d. When Mr. Clinton slid by 
tough issues such as the balanced 
budget amendment, they saw eva- 
sion. When be aped Republican 
themes, they saw opportunism. 
When be couched his defense of 
government in indirect language, 


they saw spinelessness. When he 
would not say exactly what his bot- 
tom line on welfare would be, they 
smelled capitulation. 

Mr. Clinton is infuriated by this 
view. He points to his battles on the 
(budget and gun control as evidence 
that he is neather spineless nor eva- 
sive nor a capitulating opportunist. 
What he needs to accept is that his 
careful parsing of his own past state- 
ments — that he never really prom- 
ised a health plan in the first 100 days 
— and bis shifts on matters as 
diverse as Bosnia and grazing fees, 
have led seasoned listeners to doubt 
anything that he does not put in- 


to simple, declarative sentences. 

Mr. Clinton has an arg umen t that 
many voters are clearly prepared to 
listen to. There is a reasonable 
chance that in the end they wil] like 
this argument better thag the hard- 
edged conservatism coming out of 
so many in the new Congress. 

But the Washington crowd sent 
the president a useful warning: that 
he still has to prove he is willing to 
stand with tins argument to the end. 
to fight for it and even lose with it. 
The country would like to believe 
that of him. When it does, the com- 
mentators will follow. 

The Washington Past. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Jews and die Other Poland 

Three months ago, Simon Wie- 
sentha] was decorated by Lech Wa- 
lesa as a gesture of Folish-Jewish 
reconciliation. In Warsaw, I first 
heard from President Walesa’s ad- 
viser on Jewish affairs the plans for 
the 50th anniversary commemora- 
tion of the Auschwitz liberation. Re- 
calling die tensions at the 1993 cere- 
monies for the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising, I urged greater Polish sen- 
sitivity this time. 

Returning to Paris from last week’s 
revisionist event at Auschwitz, I re- 
luctantly accepted an award ceremo- 
ny invitation from the Polish Embas- 
sy — and only because of the 
integrity of its recipient, Samuel Pi- 
sa4 an Auschwitz graduate. On arriv- 


al at the embassy, several invitees 
were told that the ceremony had been 
canceled because Mr. Pisar had tem- 
porarily rejected the award. 

Polish- Jewish dialogue and recon- 
ciliation are vital There is another 
Poland that does not exploit Jew- 
baiting as an electioneering device. 
Mr. Pisar deserves his decoration 
from that other Poland — and will 
do it honor the day he receives it 
SHIMON SAMUELS. 
European Director, 
Simon Wiesenthal Center. 

Paris. 

Stow to Respond in Kobe 

In your articles on the Kobe 
earthquake, you rightly praise the 
citizens of Kobe for their law-and- 


order attitude in keeping from loot- 
ing and instead queuing up in disci- 
plined fashion for food and 
blankets. Given the scale of the di- 
saster, and the virtual absence of 
any major emergency aid in the first 
24 hours, this beharoor was no mi- 
nor achievement 
Yet, other behavioral reflexes 
were perhaps more revealing. Most 
remarkable was the lack of instanta- 
neous solidarity. Most citizens who 
escaped unhurt stayed home or fled 
to shelters, thinking that the less 
fortunate ones left b ehin d would be 
taken care of by the authorities. As 
the hours went by and it became 
dear that the rescue teams could not 
cope, healthy grown men and wom- 
en clung to their own safety. Had 
they volunteered by joining in the 


rare emergency crews or by impro- 
vising then own crews, hundreds of 
citizens would have been saved 
The sense of discipline and order 
which citizens of Japan indulge in 
too often excludes wider forms of 
solidarity. It is debatable whether 
such passivity owes more to an un- 
critical delegation to authorities or 
to soda! patterns of bonding that 
fail to go beyond the strict confines 
of family and group allegiance. 
Whatever the case, there is no doubt 
that, in the critical hours after the 
quake hit, the hundreds trapped in 
the debris could have done with a bit 
less law and order and a little more 
disorderly, spontaneous solidarity. 

ROBERT MENCKEN. 

Tokyo. 


beloved typewriter and entered the 
computer age. In her free time, she 
audited literature classes, went for 
walks and sold her art at craft fairs. 
Yet she descended quickly into de- 
mentia and today lies in bed un- 
knowing and almost unknowable. 

In spite of decades of rigorous 
intellectual exercise, two California 
Institute of Technology professors 
are afflicted with Alzheimer's. Many 
of us know friends and relatives who 
did everything possible to stay men- 
tally agile, and yet (to alter Hamlet's 
words) memory no longer holds a 
seat in their distracted globes. 

To lose our memories is to lose 
ourselves — all those experiences 
and relationships that make us who 
we are. Alzheimer's is a thief who 
grows bolder as the months pass. At 
first, he pilfers petty sums. Names. 
The right word. Then, slyly, he starts 
to steal more. The way home. How 
to do familiar tasks . Ultimately, he 

plunders identity and, turning from 
robber to abductor, snatches from 
the family one of its own. 

President Ronald Reagan showed 
courage when he revealed his Alz- 
heimer’s. But he errs by calling it 
“the journey that will lead me into 
(he sunset of my life.” His words 
make it sound like a pleasant twi- 
light stroll. In truth, it is a terrifying 
plunge into the void of midnight. 

Lately, my mother has become 
confused and cannot recall certain 
things. Does she have Alzheimer's? I 
am not sure Our family cannot bear 
to attach that label to her. But we do 
know she is be ginning to drink from 
Lethe, that slow and silent stream in 
Hades. My mother still remembers 
that she cannot remember. But what 
will it be like if she forgets that she 
forgets? What happens when memo- 
ry is no longer the warder of the 
brain, and even the consciousness 
of loss vanishes? 

For Christmas, I went to my sis- 
ter's house in Montana, as did my 
mother, Cariye, and my father, Joy. 
The house teemed with kids, cats. 


By Jenljoy La Belle 

nia — There goats, geese, parrots, peacocks, rab- 
icks recently bits and nine dogs. Although my sis- 
Experts offer ter and ber husband are used to the 
p the mind tumult, my parents and I were a bit 
ar notion of rattled. There were moments when 
make it seem my mother looked lost and d az ed. 
iemal decay. If my father left the room, she 
11 Jose. immediately asked, “Where is Joy?” 

, most active She repeated this inquiry so often 
suffer from that eventually it ceased to be a 
her 60s, my question about my father’s wfaere- 
i gave up her a bouts and became an inquiry into 

the nature of happiness. 

Jg My mother was a high school 

English teacher who loved her stu- 

. entered the dents and her subject Although she 
nee time, she retired some years ago, she coniin- 
es, went for ued to study. She belonged to a play- 
it craft fairs, reading group, took French lessons 
kly into dc- and, at 75, learned how to dive, 
in bed un- Now, she is dose to 80, and the 
iknowable. activity has failed to hold back 
of rigorous the darkness. 

0 California Mothers and daughters create 

y professors ways to be close even when apart 
tiler’s. Many My mother and I used to memorize 
datives who the same poems. One of the last 
to stay men- lyrics we learned by heart was Rob- 
ter Hamlet’s art Frost’s “The Oven Bird,” which 
iger holds a ends, “The question that he frames 
•lobes. in all but words / Is what to make 

■s is to lose of a diminished thing.” I never 
experiences thought the diminish ed thing would 
lake us who be my mother’s memory. 

a thief who On Christmas afternoon, I sit out- 
i ths pass. At side with my mother in the last of 
tms. Names, the sun. We talk for a while. I recite 
yly, he starts the first line of “The Oven Bird.” 
home. How My mother seems puzzled. I finish 
timatety, he the sonnet. “That’s beautiful,” she 
irming from says. “Who wrote it?” “Frost,” 1 tell 
atches from her. “Yes,” she says, “that’s why it’s 
n. getting so cold.” Words shift (hear 

igan showed places and meanings, almost as in a 
led his Alz- poem, but with a deep sadness run- 
ty calling it ning through the lines, 
sad me into When 1 return from the holidays. 
His words 1 have terrible dreams. In one, 1 grab 
leasant twi- my mother by her thin shoulders 

1 a terrifying and shake her violently, trying to 
midnig ht make her head snap into its old 
ha< become order. “I know the poems are in 
xall certain there," I shout at her. “1*11 force 
zhdmer’s? I them out” In the morning, Fm mis- 
cannot bear er&ble. I want to forget the night- 
r. But we do mare, but I cannot. I call my mother 
> drink from for reassurance. She recognizes me 
nt stream in instantly and there’s so much love in 

remembers the touch of her voice. I frame the 
er. But what question every child needs to ask. 
jets that she “Mama,” I say, “you won’t ever for- 
vhenmemo- get me, will you?” “Never” she 
irder of the answers, “never.” And I believe her 
insdousness because I have to. 


The writer is a professor of litera- 
ture at the California Institute of 
Technology. She contributed this 
comment to the Las Angeles Times. 
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HEALTH /SCIENCE 


Long-Term HIV Survivors 


By Don Colburn 

Washington Pon Service 


W ashington —They are the puz- 
THnp exceptions to a grim rule. Re- 
searchers at the National Institutes 
of Health and around the United 
Slates are studying a tiny group of HIV-infected 
nfimle who share a startling pair of 


people who share a startling pair oi 

char acteristics. . , 

They have had the AIDS virus a long time. 
And they haven’t gotten tick. _ 

“Long-term AIDS survivor” is a cruelly rela- 
tive torn Most people infected with HIV, the 
virus that causes AIDS, take about seven years to 
develop symptoms and eight or more years to fit 
a diagnosis of the disease. Bat even with the best 
available treatments for AIDS, half the patients 
die within two years of being diagnosed and few 
live beyond three. 

Yet about 5 percent of HTV-positrve individ- 
uals — or one in 20 — show a remarkably 
different pattern. After a decade or more of 
infection, they appear not only clinically well — 
without symptoms — but also irnmunologicafly 
wcQ — without the cellular damage that shows 
up on laboratory tests even before an HIV- 
positive patient develops obvious signs of AIDS. 

Scientists call them long-term nonprogressors 

meaning they have the virus but have not 

progressed to AIDS. “It is astounding that not 
only are they alive and well, but they show no 
signs of disease progression,” said Anthony S. 
Fauci, director of the National Institute of Aller- 
gy and Infectious Diseases. 

Three studies of long-term nonprogressors ap- 
peared in last week’s New England Journal of 
Medicine. One, by researchers at the Aaron Dia- 
mond AIDS Research Center and New York 
University School of Medicine, looked at 10 
people who had no symptoms despite bang 
HIV-positive for 12 to 15 years. They even had 
normal counts of T cells, the key infection- 
fighting blood cells targeted by HIV. The pa- 
tients had relatively low levels of HIV in the 
blood and showed a combination of a strong 
immune response and a slightly weakened ver- 
sion of the virus. 

A second team, based in Dr. Fauci’s lab, also 
has been scrutinizing a group of long-term non- 
progressors from the multicenter AIDS cohort 
study (MACS), which has followed nearly 5,000 
gay men in four cities. 

Based on MACS data. Dr. Fauci said, it ap- 
pears that 5 percent of HTV-infected people may 
turn out to be long-term nonprogressors. That 
does not mean they win never get AIDS; it 
means their immune sys tems remain apparently 
intact after 10 or more years of HIV infection. 

The N1AID team, led by Giuseppe Pantaleo, 
reported on 15 of those patients last week. AH 15 
had been infected for more than seven years — 
and 1 3 for more than 10 years — but developed 


Dr. Fauci emphasized that there is no guaran- 
tee these so-far exceptional patients will not 
eventually succumb to the virus. 

But what intrigues scientists is that these pa- 
tients do not seem to be losing immunological 
mound to the AIDS virus, even slowly. Most 
HIV-infected people, even before they get sick 
with symptoms, show telltale signs in their lym ph 
nodes ana blood that the virus is beginning to 
damage the immune system. Their T-cell counts 
start to fall long before they are diagnosed with 
AIDS. 


The patients being studied by Dr. Fauci* s tr-am 
have T-cell counts in the normal range, as well as 
healthy lymph tissue. 

The NIAED and the New York studies show a 
small group of patients whose immun e systems 
fight off HTV longer and more effectively than 
usual. Unfortunately, the reasons are unclear 
In a third study in last week’s journal, a team 
from the New England Primate Research Center, 
the University of Massachusetts and Harvard 
reported on one long-term HIV survivor, a 44- 
year-old man with hemophilia who was infected 
by contaminated blood transfusions sometime 
before 1983. The man’s virus contained a defec- 
tive gene known as nef. 


Key to Missing Matter? 


By John Noble Wttford 

New York Tima Service 


EW YORK — Para- 
des so slight they were 
long thought to have 

no mas s at all may be 

some of the most consequential 
matter in the universe, probably 
much more abundant and sub- 
stantial than all the ordinary 
matter in planets, stars and gal- 
axies. 


interview that “the most likdy 
explanation” for the observed 
behavior of neutrinos produced 
by a proton accelerator was that 
these particles have some as yet 
undeter mined amount of mass. 


In experiments aimed at an- 
swering one of the most intrigu- 
ing questions in partide physics 
and cosmology, scientists at 
Los Alamos National Labora- 
tory in New Mexico have pro- 
duced strong evidence that 
these elusive particles, called 
neutrinos, do indeed have mass. 
This means that neutrinos 
could constitute a major com- 
ponent of the mysterious invisi- 
ble matter, the long-sought 
missing mass, that cosmologists 
think mis and shapes the uni- 
verse, and could dictate its fate. 

Dr. D. Hywel White, leader 
of the research team, said in an 


The neutrino mass, he said, 
must be greater than one-half of 
an electron-volt, the minimum 
of the detectors’ sensitivity, and 
perhaps no more than five elec- 
tron-volts. By comparison, the 
mass of a single electron, a con- 
stituent of atoms that is the next 
lightest partide with mass, mea- 
sures more than 500,000 elec- 
tron-volts. An electron-volt, a 
measure of energy as equivalent 
to mass, is one one-billionth the 
mass of the proton, a funda- 
mental particle of ordinary 
matter. 


The observations have been 
repealed in two long experi- 
mental runs, totaling five 
months, and carefully analyzed 
to rule out possibly false or mis- 
leading signals, Los Alamos sti- 
entists said. The increased num- 
ber of observed events in the 
second run, completed in No- 
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A DEATH IN JERUSALEM 


WHAT THEY'RE READING 


By Katj Marlon. 321 pages. $25. 
Pantheon. 


Reviewed by 
Jonathan Groner 


L ONG before Baruch Gold- 
stein, the Jewish settler who 
killed 29 Muslims last February 
as they prayed in the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs, there was LehL 
Known to history as the Stem 
Gang, a derisive term devised 
by its British enemies. Lehi 
flourished for just a decade 
(1940-49) as the roost extreme 
manifestation of Jewish nation- 
alism in the desperate years be- 
fore and immediately after Isra- 
el became independent. 

Lehrs membership never ex- 
ceeded a few hundred; its origi- 
nator, Avraham Stem, was 
killed by British soldiers in 
1942, less than two years after 
the group's fo unding ; and its 
ideology of blood and terror 
was repudiated by David Ben- 
Gurion and virtually all of the 
Zionist movement. Yet Lehi, 
like other ultra groups on both 
sides of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, had its impact on the his- 
tory and the mythology of the 
Middle East. Even in the 1990s, 
its ideology needs to be under- 
stood — if for no other reason 
than that Yitzhak Shamir, the 
former Israeli prime minister, 
was a member of its inner circle. 

There is no better way to ex- 
amine Lehi than through its 
most notorious act on the world 


• Josephus Mddnor Hmms- 
ter, designer for Balenciaga, is 
rereading " Giovanni’s Room ” by 
James Baldwin. 

“Baldwin’s books are sacred 
to me, my inspiration. Baldwin 
was bran with all life’s disadvan- 
tages, blade, poor and gay. He 
called them ‘God’s blessings' 
and, by using them, became one 
of the most famous writers in 
America.” 

( Margaret Kemp, IHT) 



Bemadotte, the subject of Kati 
Marion's “A Death in Jerusa- 
lem.” Bemadotte was the Swed- 
ish diplomat who had just been 
named by the United Nations 
to mediate the Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute. Marten, a former televi- 
sion correspondent whose most 
recent book was a study of the 
murder, also in 1948, of jour- 
nalist George Polk, has written 
a careful, well-balanced and oc- 
casionally dramatic account of 
the events that led up to the 
bloody collision on a Jerusalem 
street between Lehi’s hit men 
and the aristocratic Bemadotte. 

The context of the Bema- 


dotte murder is crucial. By Sep- 
tember, the Israeli War of Inde- 
pendence was essentially over, 
and Israel had gained its short- 
term goal — its existence. Ber- 
nadotte thus could not be 
termed in any sense a military 
target. Naive though he may 
have been — and according to 
Marton’s account, his naivete 
was stunning — he was a man 
of peaceful intentions and un- 


stage, the assassination in Sep- 
tember 1948 of Count Folke 


common personal courage. Ber- 
nadette was shot by Lehi be- 
cause be had proposed the 
tmdoable and the un thinkab le: 
hand over Jerusalem to the Ar- 
abs (or internationalize it) and 
then cede the Negev in the 
south of Israel to Arab control. 
Bemadotte paid for that idea 
with his life. 

While Marion makes it dear 
that she finds violence morally 
unacceptable as a political tac- 
tic, she expresses considerable 
empathy for tbe Israelis' view of 
Bernadotte’s mission. The 
United Nations may have cho- 
sen the wrong man, she argues. 
Bemad one’s “aristocratic self- 
assurance. his ramrod-straight 
military bearing and his fatal 
rush for a settlement — none of 
this could inspire trust in peo- 


ple whose parents, sisters and 
brothers had been grabbed in 


brothers had been grabbed in 
ghettos and died in the death 
camps. ... A man with no 
love for books, a near-total ab- 
sence of 3 tiagfe dimension, 
should not have been sent to 
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Studies Look at Those Who Have Stayed Healthy 




no symptoms. More surprisingly, their immune 
systems seem intact, with no measu ra bl e Hum , 
age. They did not take AZT or any other anti- 


Researchers looked in particular at the pa- 
tients’ lymph nodes, where HTV usually inflicts 
much of its damage to the irnmnn^ system. In 
comparing the lymph tissue of the 15 long-term 
nonprogressors with samples from other HTV- 
pontive patients, they found a s triking contrast. 
nThdr lymphcnd tissue is intact,” Dr. Fauci said. 
“The virus is there, but in much lower amounts.” 

One possible explanation is that these individ- 
uals were infected by a weak strain of the virus. 
“We don't think so," Dr Fand said. In the 15 
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patients under study, be said, “we don’t have any 
evidence that we’re dealing with a defective virus.” 
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Dr. Andrew Wiles (right) turned to Dr. Richard Taylor, a former student, for help in completing his proof of Fermat’s last theorem. 


Math Scores: The Fermat’s Theorem Race 


By Gina Kolata 

New York Tuna Service 


ESEARCHERS hope that a defective 
form of the virus might become the 
basis of a vaccine against deadlier ver- 
sions. 

It's not surprising that some individuals get 
sick faster than others from HIV infection. AIDS 
has always been a widely variable illness. But 
until recently tbe variation was assumed to be a 
matter of degree, with all HIV-infected people 
moving — gradually or rapidly — toward a 
diagnosis of AIDS. 

“If two or three years ago, you had told me 
we’d find people who are not only clinically well 
but also immunologically well, 1 would have had 
a hard time believing you,” said Lems K. 
Schrager, an NIAID investigator who directs the 
MACS program. “It would have been pretty 
unheard of.” 


EW YORK — Fermat’s last 
theorem, which has tantalized 
fTiathfim^tiffians for more than 
350 years, has at last been 
solved, say those who have read the 
revised but not yet published proof. But 
the endgame of this furious chase has 
proved as full of last-minute surprises as 
a murder mystery. 

For Dr. Andrew Wiles of Princeton 
University, the chief author of the proof, 
triumph had to be snatched from tbe 
jaws of disaster. His fust proof, which 
aroused worldwide attention when an- 
nounced two years ago, turned out to 
contain a gap, which Dr. Wiles found he 
was unable to cross alone. 

The enormous intellectual trophy of 
having conquered the world’s most fam- 
ous mathematical problem seemed 
about to slip from his grasp. If he invited 
a well-known math ema ti cian to help 


how the even more daunting Taniyama 
conjecture might be tackled and now. 
with Dr. Vries’s proof in hand, one of 
his former students. Dr. Fred Diamond 
of Cambridge University in England has 
already made considerable progress on a 
Taniyama proof that until recently had 
seemed unassailable. 

F ermat' s last theorem dates from 1637. 
The French mathematician and physicist 
Pierre de Fermat had scribbled it tn the 
matgins of a book, witting that be had 
discovered a marvelous proof but that tbe 
margins were too small to hold it. 


1993, came the stunning announcement 
— Fermat’s last theorem was proved. 


Leading researchers immediately 
tiled Dr. Wiles’s achievement. Built on 


hailed Dr. Wiles’s achievement. Built on 
a body of sophisticated mathematics 
that had been developed in recent years, 
his proof made so much sense that they 
confidently predicted that it would hold 
up to scrutiny. 

Dr. Wiles, cautious and a bit nervous, 
decided not to circulate copies of his 
manuscript widely among mathemati- 
cians but instead to wait until a select 
few experts who were renewing it prior 


of,” he explained. So be called Dr. Rich- 
ard Taylor, 32, a former student who is 
now a reader, a tenured position, at 
Cambridge University. 

The two began collaborating furious- 
ly and, two and a half weeks later, they 
had written a paper, whose authors are, 
in order. Dr. Wiles and Dr. Taylor, that 


filled in the gap of the proof. 

The credit for solving Fermat's last 


theorem seems likely to go largely to Dr- 
Wiles, since he is the sole author of the 


Tbe theorem says that equations of the 
xm x (to the nth power) phis y (to the 


him bridge the gap. 1 
to share the credit. 


i, he would risk having 
What was needed. 


and what be pulled off, was a miraculous 
save with just the right collaborator. 

On a mathematical level, Fermat’s 
last theorem turns out to have extraordi- 


narily deep roots, despite its apparent 
simplicity. The theorem is a special case 


simplicity. The theorem is a special case 
of an overarching mathematical idea 
known as the Taniyama conjecture, 
which is itself a giant step toward the 
goal of what is known as the Langlands 
program, a grand unified theory of 
mathemati cs 

Proving Fermat’s theorem showed 


form x (to the nth power) phis y (to the 
nth power) equals z (to the nth power) 
have no solutions when n is a whole 
numb er greater than 2 and when x, y and 
z are positive whole numbers. When n 
eqoab 2, the equation is the familiar 
Pythagorean equation, which, says that 
the squares of the lengths of two sides of a 
right triangle equal the square of the 
length of its hypotenuse. One solution is 3 
(to the 2d power) plus 4 (to the 2d power) 
equals 5 (to tbe 2d power). 

Dr. Wiles, 41, had been fascinated 
with the challenge of the theorem since 
he was a child. Indeed it was Fermat's 
last theorem that drew him into mathe- 
matics. Bat he did not begin working on 
his proof until eight years ago, secluded 
in lus attic office and telling just a few 
trusted friends what he was doing. Fi- 
nally, he convinced himself that the 
work was done and he anno unced it in a 
series of three lectures at a mathematics 
meeting in Cambridge, En gland Only at 
the end of the third lecture, on June 24, 


few exports who were reviewing it prior 
to publication, proclaimed it sound. 

Writing a complex proof, he said, “is 
like writing in a foreign language — you 
are bound to make a few grammatical 
errors.” If there were any faults, as often 
happens with complicated proofs, he 
wanted to fix them hims elf rather than 
share tbe glory. 

“It’s a very competitive environment,” 
Dr. Wiles explained, and, after working 
for seven years and after getting so close, 
he wanted the victory to be his alone. 


S EVERAL minor faults were 
found and Dr. Wiles fixed 
them. But then, in the fall of 
1993, a reviewer asked him to 
justify an assertion, in the midst of his 
proof, that a certain estimate was cor- 
rect. The gap at first seemed to be of 
minor importance. But although the es- 
timate seemed, intuitively, to be correct, 
proving it was a different matter. 

Dr. wiles thought carefupy about 
whom he would ask to join him on the 
proof. “I wanted someone I was sure 


major paper on the proof, and since it 
was his ideas that bridged the gap. 

Although Dr. Taylor evidently played 
an important supporting role, he says 
that he agrees with Dr. Wiles’s account 
of their collaboration. Dr. Diamond 
carefully describes the proof as “the 
theorem of Wiles, completed by Taylor 
and Wiles.” Dr. Wiles said he agreed 
with this description. 

Before Dr. Wiles was willing to an- 
nounce that he and Dr. Taylor had filled 
the gap, he asked a few leading experts 
to check his argument. One was Dr. 
Gerd Fairin g s , a mathematician at the 
Max Planck Institute in Brain, who said 
he read it in a week and was convinced it 
was correct Now, Dr. Fairings has im- 
proved the proof, ™king it sleeker and 
easier to follow. Still, he said, most 
math ematicians who are expert enough 
in the field to read the proof will proba- 
bly require a month to go through it 

Now, mathematicians said, the final 
proof of the elusive Taniyama conjec- 
ture is in si gh t. “If I had to guess, I 
would say it is at least a few months and 
at most a few years,” Dr. Diamond said. 
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vember, gave the scientists 
greater confidence that they 
were in fact seeing the effects of 
neutrinos with mass. 

“That’s why we are now 
ready to talk about this public- 
ly,” said Dr. William C. Louis, a 
member of the project. 

The findings are to be de- 
scribed at a scientific meeting in 
Los Alamos this week and in a 
formal report being prepared 
for publication in the journal 
Physical Review Letters. 

Scientists familiar with the 
research expressed confidence 
in the interpretation that the 
experiments had detected the 
mass of neutrinos. 
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Junk Diet in Cyberspace 


By Marian Burros 

New York Tima Service 
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But some astrophysicists 
were more cautious, mindful of 
other reports in recent years of 
evidence for neutrino mass that 
proved to be wrong. 

“We are being careful be- 
cause we feel we have a high 
burden of proof,” Dr. White 
said, acknowledging these con- 
cerns. “But we believe we are 
right and won’t have anything 
to regret later.” 


This is the device built to find evidence of neutrinos. 


EW YORK — It’s 
Dodge City in cyber- 
space. Myth and ru- 
mor fly as fast as bul- 
lets, and the sheriff is nowhere 
in sight. Much misinformation 
is not shot down. Some of it is 
harmless, but a lot is dangerous 
to health and well-being. 

There are very few restric- 
tions on tbe kinds of informa- 
tion that appear on tbe bulletin 
boards or in the forums of the 
three commercial on-line ser- 
vices — America Online, Com- 
puServe and Prodigy — or on 
the Internet 


Dr. White and Dr. Louis said 
further experiments and tests 
would be necessary to establish 
the results beyond any reason- 
able doabt and to pin down tbe 
precise masses. At least two 
more years of work is planned at 
Los Alamos. Other tests are to 
be conducted at Fermi National 


deal with the people of the 
Book.” 

Marion notes correctly that 
even raising the issue of hand- 
ing Jerusalem to the Arabs was 
guaranteed to antagonize Isra- 
el, its moderates as well as its 
extremists. Bemadotte was sim- 
ply incapable of comprehend- 
ing the depth of the Israelis' 
love for the land and their dis- 
dain for “solutions" imposed 
by outsiders. It wasn’t just Lehi 
who saw Bernadotte as a prob- 
lem. 


Accelerator Laboratory in Bata- 
via, Illinois, and at CERN, the 
European particle physics lab- 
oratory near Geneva. 

If the results are verified. Dr. 
Joel Primack, a theoretical as- 
trophysicist at the University of 
California at Santa Cruz, said, 
“this is a very big discovery.” 
He explained: “It’s the golden 
evidence for neutrino mass. It's 
tbe discovery of more matter in 
the universe than we've known 
up to now." 

The new research. Dr. Pri- 
mack said, could mean that 
massive neutrinos could ac- 
count for 10 percent to 20 per- 
cent of tbe theorized mass den- 
sity of the universe. 


Combined, they have more 
than 30 millio n subscribers. The 
anonymity of communicating 
this way makes it possible for 
people to provide false informa- 
tion with little fear Of tbe conse- 
quences that might occur if they 
offered erroneous advice in a 
newspaper or magazine, or on 
radio or television. It is difficult 
to sort out fact from hype. 

My interest in these postings 
was aroused by a letter asking 
me to look into a rumor involv- 
ing Neiman Marcus, tbe Texas- 
based retail chain. 


and the store had sent the recipe 
along with a credit-card charge 
of SL500. Other on -line users 
chimed in with reports of simi- 
lar experiences, all secondhand. 

A call to a re p r e se ntative in 
the Neiman Marcus public rela- 
tions department brought a 
small laugh and a si gh, al ong 
with the assurance that the 
store had never charged for a 
recipe supplied to anyone. 

But some of the misleading 
information in these forums 
coidd have dire consequences. It 
is the same kind of nnsmfonna- 
tion dial is often found in health 
food stores, health food maga- 
zines and books. 

A recent article in the Tufts 
University Diet and Nutrition 
Letter said that some on-line 
chatterers are nutrition supple- 
ment salespeople “who join the 
services merely to make a buck 
by pretending that they are 
there to share information.” In 
some cases, these are the man- 
agers who organize and run the 
forums on line and are paid a 
percentage of the fee charged to 
subscribers. 


Another recommended a regi- 
men, of flaxseed oil and cottage 
cheese to cure lung cancer and a 
treatment of distilled water for 
arteriosclerosis. 

Over several days, I spent 
more than five hours surfing on 
the three commercial services 
following health-related chats. I 
found equally bogus claims and 


questionable practices. One 
chatterer requested advice on 


chatterer requested advice on 
dissolving cataracts. 

Although the on-line services 
say they monitor their forums 
for vulgar language, illegal ac- 
tivity and harassment, they say 
they are not otherwise responsi- 
ble for content 


French Sperm Bank 


Has Drop in Quality 


An old stray about one of its 
recipes had cropped up again in 
cyberspace. According to the 
posting, someone had requested 
a recipe from Neiman Marcus 


Ira Milner, a registered dieti- 
tian who wrote the article after 
spending 60 hours on line look- 
ing for diet and health informa- 
tion, found that a manager of 
one forum is an owner erf a 
company that posts its cata- 
logue in the forum’s library. 
Another manager is a lobbyist 
for the supplement industry. 


Reuters 

BOSTON — Semen quality 
at a Paris sperm bank has been 
declining for 20 years, French 
scientists have found. 

Hie researchers found no de- 
cline in the amount of semen 
produced by the 1,352 men do- 
nating to the sperm bank at tbe 
Grqupe Hospitalier Cochin in 
Paris. But the sperm concentra- 
tion in 1973 was 89 million per 
milliliter of semen, compared 
with 60 million in 1992, accord- 
ing to an article published 
Thursday in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 


By Alan Truscott 


I N the diagramed deal. South 
was tbe declarer in four 


In these reflections by Mar- 
ton. though, lie the tragic irony 
and the utter pointiessness of 
the murder. The Bemadotte 
plan had died well before Ber- 
nadette himself. Emboldened 
by their battlefield success, the 
Israelis had rejected the peace 
proposal out of hand in the 
summer of 1948. So bad most of 
tbe Arabs, for opposite reasons. 
Peace in the Middle East was 
assuredly going to take a much 
longer and more circuitous path 
than Bemadotte’s simplistic di- 
vide- thc-child-in- half notion. 


A was tbe declarer in four 
hearts after West overcalled in 
dubs. 

West cashed two dub win- 
ners and shifted to the singleton 
diamond. Dummy’s jack was 
taken by the queen, and East 
returned a low diamond. South 
ruffed with the heart ten, and 
realized that the obvious plan 
would fail. He could cash dum- 
my’s spades, return to his hand 


with a club ruff, and ruff his 
spade loser. But he would then 
be unable to draw trumps with- 
out permitting the defense to 
score a trump trick. 

So South cashed the Q-J of 
hearts and relumed to his hand 
by ruffing the dub jack, leaving 
this positron: 


Is It Alexander’s Tomb? 
Dig Halted for a Month 


S IWA OASIS, Egypt — Archaeologists searching in Egypt 
for the tomb of Alexander the Great said Wednesday that 
they had uncovered an underground passage leading to 
what they believe is his final resting place. 

But they announced a one-month break from their excavations, 
leaving historians in suspense as to whether they really have found 
the burial site of the Macedonian king. 

Liana Souvaltzi. the bead of the Greek team exploring the 
sprawling oasis of Siwa in Egypt's western desert, said she hoped 
they would get back to work again at the end of the M uslim holy 
month of Ra ma da n . She showed visitors to the site, at El Maraqu 
about 15 kilometers (10 miles) west of Siwa town, a concealed crvpt 
l e ad i ng from the entrance of the smaller of two excavated buil ding . 

A passageway, impenetrable until it is cleared of mud and 
water, leads to the actual burial chamber, she said. She said the 
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The assassination thus repre- 
sented the triumph of terror for 
the sake of terror. Once un- 
leashed, Jewish xenophobia led 
to a killing that shocked the 
world, Jews and non-Jews alike. 

Marion t/dls her story com- 
pellingly for the most part, tak- 
ing good advantage of her inter- 
views with aging (and mostly 
unrepentant) Lehi members. 
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larger building, with a long corridor leading to two antechambers 
and a “burial chamber.” was an elaborate decoy designed to 
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Jonathan Groner ; a writer for 
Legal Times, wrote this for The 
Washington Post. 


Neither side was vulnerable. The 
bidding: 

South West North Es*t 

1 c 2* 2 0 Pass 

2 O Pass 4 T Pass 

Pass Pass 

West led the club ace. 


When the heart ace cashed, 
removing West’s trump, a dia- 
mond was thrown from dummy 
and East was defenseless. If he 
threw a spade. South would 
cash the A-Q or spades and 
score his spade seven at the fin- 
ish. If East threw a diamond. 
South would lead a spade to 
dummy and ruff a diamond to 
establish two tricks in that suit. 


and a buna! chamber, was an elaborate decoy designed to 
mislead potential grave robbers. 

Until now, most historians have believed Alexander’s grave was 
somewhere in Alexandria, the Egyptian port city that he rounded. 

El Maraqu surrounded by eene-looking pink outcrops of rock, lies 
on the outer edge of the oasis where Alexander was proclaimed a • O* > O 
god in 332 B.C„ just before he launched a successful campaign ' O V ^ 

against Kang Darius of Persia. *sA..* " 

Dr. Souvaltzi said there was overwhelming evidence for her view, 
including stone tablets her team uncovered that appear to show that 
AJocander’s deputy, Ptolemy L carried his mummifUribody back to 
El Maraqi after his deatii in 323 B. C. and that the Romanempetor 
Trajan came to make offerings to the “one and unique” Alexander 

« S a ? 1 sa ?. th . at *■“ had typical Macedonian 
designs, sudi as oak-leaf insignia ai the top of columns and that 
Alexander had requested that he be buried there. 
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Mexico: Why Save Speculators? 


By Carl Gewirtz 

International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — While financial 
markets express relief that the 
Mexican financial crisis is 
over, some analysts admit to 
misgivings about the message 
likely to be beard by inves- 
tors: that speculation increas- 
ingly looks like a one-way bet. 

Rjmmer de Vries of J.P. 
Morgan in New York, one of 
the few critics willing to speak 
on the record, said he was 
“opposed in principle to the 
bailout of speculators.” 

At issue is the nearly $50 
billion face value of Teso- 
bonos, U.S. doUar-denomi- 
nated Mexican treasury bills 
that pay in pesos. Tesobonos 
constitute nearly 70 percent of 


the Mexican government’s 
debt outstanding. The de- 
mand on the central bank, to 
convert these pesos into dol- 
lars is the force driving the 
current crisis. 

Prior to December’s sur- 
prise devaluation and subse- 
quent float of the peso, which 
triggered the crisis, Tesobonos 
were offered at a rate of inter- 
est that was nearly three per- 
centage points above compa- 
rably dated U.S. government 
debt During the crisis, that 
differentia] has widened to 
nearly 20 percentage points. 


That rise in yield represent- 
ed the premium needed to re- 
ward investors for the risk 
they took that their money 


might not be repaid, or that 
the pesos could not be con- 
verted back into dollars. 

In other words, investors 
were paid to bear the risk that 
the rescue package will now 
eliminate. 

Who these investors are re- 
mains something of a mystery. 
While it is clear that many, if 
not most, are in the United 
States and are operating in an 
institutional framework via 
mutual funds, there is no firm 
information on whether they 
are investing on behalf of in- 
dividual small investors or on 
behalf of sophisticated profes- 
sionals. 

The distinction is important 
A lot of individuals losing 
some money on their invest- 


ment actually make up less of a 
systemic threat than a relative- 
ly small number of institutions 
whose losses might create dam- 
aging ripples throughout the 
financial system. 

Rather than take ^hanrwi, 
the U.S. government — ac- 
tively lobbied by bankers — 
has operated under the as- 
sumption that there was a 
substantial systemic risk. 

The rescue package in- 
dudes loans and loan guaran- 
tees erf just over $50 billion — 
$20 billion from the U-S. gov- 
ernment, $7.8 billion from the 
International Monetary Fund 
directly and $10 billion from 
IMF members, $10 billion 


See BAILOUT, Page 11 



By Floyd Nonis 

No* York Tuna Service 

NEW YORK — For the emerging 
markets of the world, January was the 
month that investors began to focus on 
what could go wrong, not on what could 
go right. 

The result was substantial losses for 
investors in almost every emerging mar- 
ket, losses that are still big even after the 
strong revivals in Mexico and other Lat- 
in American countries Tuesday after 
President Bill Clinton disclosed a rescue 
package for Mexico. 

At the same time, many developing 
countries’ currencies have come under 


pressure, as investors have sought to get 
out rather than risk another devaluation. 
Central banks have intervened in curren- 
cy markets and in some cases have tried 
to identify speculators who were pressur- 
ing their currencies. 

The declines have perplexed and in 
some cases angered governments, which 
argue that their countries are not Mexico 
and have not made the came mistakes 
that government did. But analysts, who 
had focused on a rosy outlook for eco- 
nomic growth in the developing coun- 
tries, have turned instead to looking at 
possible problems. 

Countries that have been running sub- 


stantial current-account deficits in trade 
and services — and therefore extremely 
reliant on foreign capital — were quickly 
identified as bong possibly vulnerable. 
Current account is the broadest measure 
of a country’s trade. 

Countries with relatively low reserves 
erf foreign currency have also been seen 
as vulnerable. Mexico had faced both 
problems before it devalued the peso in 
December. 

Countries identified by Merrill Lynch 


& Co. as having big current-account def- 
le the PI 


idts indude the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Thailand . Those with low foreagn- 


See INVEST, Page 11 


Ford’s Results 
Cap Best Year 
For Big Three 


Volcker Mentioned for World Bonk Post 


Compiled by Our Stiff From Diapauba 

DEARBORN, Michigan — 
Ford Motor Co. said Wednes- 
day it earned a record $531 
billion in 1994, lifting the Big 
Three U.S. automakers to their 
most profitable year on record. 

The Ford remits, added to 
record annual earnings an- 
nounced earlier by General 
Motors Corp. and Chrysler 
Corp., mean the three U.S. 
automakers combined for $13.9 
billion in profits last year. 

Their previous record was 
$1 13 billion set in 1988. 

Ford’s profit for 1994 was 
more than double the $237 bil- 
lion the company earned a year 
ago. Revenue rose 18 percent to 
$128.4 billion from $1083 bil- 
lion. 

Net income for the quarter 
rose to $137 trillion, including a 
gam of $100 milli on from the 
devaluation of the Mexican 
peso. That compares with net 
income erf $719 milli on in the 
same period a year ago. 

Revalue in the quarter rose 
21 percent to $33.64 billion 
from $27.84 billion. 

“Ford benefited from strong 
production — probably over- 
production,” said John Casesa, 
an analyst at Wertheim 
Schroder & Co. “They may pay 
for that is the first quarter. 

Profit from Ford’s woridwide 
automotive operations totaled 


results. Ford had posted losses 
for three straight years. 

Jaguar, which Ford acquired 
in 1989, reported a profit of $40 
million in the quarter, but lost 
$1 15 million for all of 1994. The 
British luxury -car maker lost 
about $13 trillion from the start 
of 1991 through the third quar- 
ter of last year. 

Mr. Casesa of Wertheim 
Schroder said that although the 
peso crisis resulted in a gam for 
1994, the Mexican car market 
could decline by about 30 per- 
cent next year. That will be par- 
tially offset by lower manufac- 
turing costs for cars built in 
Mexico and exported to the 
United States. 

Ford’s share of the U.S. mar- 
ket slipped to 253 percent from 
253 percent in 1993, the com- 


pany said. 
Foi 


$1.08 Nihon for the quarter, up 


O Uafmdfcmai Herald Trfbune 


By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — The World Bank 
announced Wednesday that 
Lewis Preston, its president, 
had been diagnosed with cancer 
and would be undergoing treat- 
ment shortly. 

The Washington-based Bret- 
tan Woods institution also said 
that Ernest Stem, 61, who re- 
tired Tuesday as one of the 
bank’s three managing direc- 
tors, had been named acting 




resident in Mr. Preston's place 
for the next month. 

Although the news shocked 
the international financial com- 
munity Wednesday, three lead- 
ing candidates to succeed Mr. 
Preston have already emerged. 
They are Paul Volcker, former 
charmum of the Federal Re- 
serve Board; Lawrence Sum- 
mers, undersecretary of the 
U.S. Treasury for international 
affairs; and James D. Wolfen- 
sohn. the Wall Street invest- 


ment banker who is also Mr. 
Volcker’s partner. 

Mr. Volcker could not be 
reached for comment Wednes- 
day, noris it known whether he 
is interested in the job. But 
sources f amiliar with the World 
Bank said that Mr. Volcker, 
who recently headed a commit- 
tee to review the future of the 
World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, was un- 
doubtedly the front runner. 

Mr. Preston, 68, spent nearly 


40 years at J. P. Morgan & Co., 
a blue-chip U.S. investment 
firm, rising to become chair- 
man. He was named president 
of the World Bank in 1991 and 
is widely respected (or having 
made the b ank a leaner and 
more efficient institution. 

The ultimate decision on the 
choice of a new World Bank 
chief is expected to be made in 
the next few weeks, with the 
views of the U.S. government 
likely to be decisive. 


from $297 million a year ago. 
1994, the automotive business 
earned $33 billion, up from 
$940 million in 1993. 

Outside the United States, 
Ford’s automotive operations 
earned $365 milli on for the 
r, compared with a loss of 
172 million a year ago. 

Ford’s European operations 
earned $11 million in the quar- 
ter, up from a loss of $143 mil- 
lion. For the full year, Ford of 
Europe posted a $388 mfilion 
profit excluding Jaguar, com- 

E ared with a loss of S407 mil- 
on in 1993. Before the 1994 


r ord, the No. 2 U.S. auto- 
maker b ehind GM, sold 1.65 
milli on cars and trucks in the 
quarter, up 13 percent from the 
same period in 1993. 

The company said it earned 
$680 on each car and truck sold 
in North America in the quar- 
to-, up from $515 in the third 
quarter and $580 in the final 
quarter of 1993. 

Ford’s chairman, Alex Trot- 
man, said the results reflected 
strong showings in the compa- 
ny’s automotive operations and 
financial services, and improv- 
ing markets worldwide. 

“In the U3-, Ford's retail de- 
mand b«g been r unning ahnvft 
what it was a year ago, and 
consumer confidence and in- 
come numbers remain strong,” 
Mr. Trotman said. “In Europe, 
most economies are well into 
recovery now, and we expect 
continued improvement.” 

Profit at the company's fi- 
nancial services group fell to 
$13 billion for 1994 from $1.6 
billion for 1993, but that includ- 
ed a $440 million write-off for 
the sale of Ford’s First Nation- 
wide Bank subsidiary. 

(AP, Bloomberg) 
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INTERNATIONAL MANAGER 


Japan’s Latest Import: Retail Culture 


By Steven Brail 

International, Herald Tribune 

TOKYO — Wearing jeans, flannel 
shirt and longish hair, Keith Cahoon 
hardly seems the type to be running a 
quarter-billion-dofiar retail business in 
Japan. 

Then Japan, a nation famous 
for small “mean and pop” stores, is not 
where one would expect Mr. Caboon’s 
company. Tower Records, to be opening 
the world's largest record and compact- 
disc store next month. 

But as Tower and other foreign spe- 
cialty retailers such as Gap Inc., Esprit 
Interna tional and Marks & Spencer PLC 
are proving, doing business in Japan in 
ways familiar to Westemos has never 
been easier, or smarter. 

Taking advantage of drastically lower 
rents, value-conscious consumers and di- 
minished government intrusion, they are 
debunking the myth that patience and 
Japanese business practices are the key 
to success. 

More and more companies, in fact, 
have concluded that the customary prac- 
tice of teaming up with a local partner 
for guidance, personnel and fi na nci al 


joint venture because the thinking and 
language are different and because there 
are too many minefields to go on your 
own,” Mr. Cahoon said. “You certainly 
need some local expertise, but you can 
hire that.” 

Japan's longest postwar recession, 
from which the nation is just beginning 
to recover, has so shaken up its retailing 


Some foreign 
companies have decided 
that the customary 
practice of teaming up 
with a local partner is 
more a trap than an 
advantage. 




environment that foreign marketers now 
have the kind of opportunity that has not 
been seen for decades. 

“There’s never been a better opportu- 
nity for retailers than now,” said Walt 

Shm, a partner in the management con- 

sjmport is more a" trap" than a leg up. suiting firm McKinsey & Co. Japan, 
n&uot bane insensitive to local eti- “U.S. and European retailers have all the 
— JlTTr tmmtT qinils and expertise they need to suc- 

ceed,” he said, adding that Japanese re- 
tailers were “woefully inadequate” in 
global sourcing, logistics and marketing. 

Japanese retailers of aUszes thrived in 
the bubble economy of the late 1980s. 
But the bursting of the bubble exposed 


nuuc inn. . — - — 

quette, companies are increasingly gomg 
It alone and discovering that m every- 
arance to store 
i as they would in their 
become a strategic 


their underlying competitive weaknesses. 
As McKinsey put it in a recent report: 
“Bloated costs, unimaginative formats, 
systemic operational ineffici e n c ies and a 
value proposition fundamentally unat- 
tractive to any but the wealthiest con- 
sumers.” 

With the collapse of real estate prices, 
foreign retailers can now put up stores 
for about half as much as in the late 
1980s. Changes to the Retail Store Law 
also have made it easier for retailers to 
open large outlets and stay open later. 

Japanese consumers, who nave been 
going abroad in record numbers, are in- 
creasingly demanding lower prices. 

There have been similar periods where 
Japanese retailers were out of step with 
their market. But restrictions on invest- 
ment and imports prevented foreign re- 
tailers from participating directly into 
Japan. 

That began to change in 199], when 
Toys *R’ Us Inc, the U-S. toy-store 
rhflin, opened its first outlet in Japan in 
December 1991. Now it has 24 stores and 
plans to add 10 each year until it reaches 
100. The company, however, operates as 
a joint venture here — although its local 
partner, McDonald’s Japan, is unusual 
in its acceptance of Western retailing 
techniques. 


Privately held and independently run 
in Jauan,Tc 


hoars, 

home countries 
advantage. „ . „ 

“The consensus is that you need a 


in Japan, Tower Records has opened 22 
stores here since 1979. Japanese sales in 
the year ending March 31 are on target to 


See RETAIL, Page 11 
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look at the facts 


IMD's 1 1 7 Partners and Business Associates 
have over 5,900,000 employees worldwide, covering 
26 different business areas 
headquartered in 23 countries. 

Their 1 993 revenues were over 
$1,300,000,000,000 
and their annual profits are more than 
$44,000,000,000. 

They own total assets of more than 
$2,500,000,000,000 
and they ore amongst the 
best managed companies in the world. 


What do they know that their competitors don't? 
Find out at the world's best-connected business school. 


IM> 




IMD -INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT 
Cfaemin de Bellerive -23, P.O. Box 915, CH-1001 LAUSANNE, Switzerland 


If you want to find out more about what a business school working in partnership with industry can offer you in 
EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, please call ..41 21/61803 42 or fax ..41 21/61807 15 


and for information on the IMD MBA please call ..41 21/618 02 98 or fax ..41 21/618 07 07 
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Cyclical Issues Help 
Dow Creep Higher 




The Dow 


Dow Jones Averages 


EUROPEAN FUTURES 


Daily dosings of the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
*000 


Metals 


Lost Mttta CbVe 


NEW YORK — Slocks rose 
slightly Wednesday despite a 
fall in the bond market that 
followed a long-awaited credit 
tightening by the Federal Re- 
serve. . . 

Economically sensitive 
stocks, which tend to fall when 
interest rates rise, led the mar- 


U.S. Stocks 

ket higher. Analysts said these 
issues gained because investors 
concluded from a Fed state- 
ment that the central bank was 
finished raising rates for a 
while, and that there was shfl 
some room for the economy to 
expand in this cycle. 

The Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage closed 3.70 points higher 
at 3,847.56- Advancing issues 
outnumbered declining ones by 
a 4-io-3 margin. 

Boeing, International Busi- 
ness Machines, Aluminum 
Company of America and In- 
ternational Paper led the rise in 

ili g Dow 

The bond market fell imme- 
diately af ter the Fed announced 
the half-point rise in short-term 


interest rates. The price of the 
benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond fell 17/32 to 97 5/32, 
causing its yield to rise to 7.74 
percent from 7.69 percent 
Commercial banks respond- 
ed to rate rise by raising their 
prime rate, the rate they charge 
their best customers, to 9 per- 
cent from 8.5 percent 
Despite the market's overall 
rise, the American depositary 
receipts representing snares in 
Mexican companies fell, giving 
back strong gains they posted 
Tuesday after President Bill 
Clinton announced a new aid 
package for Mexico. Telfcfonos 
de Mexico fell 1 ft to 34ft. 

Automobile stocks were 
mixed after Ford Motor an- 
nounced record earnings for 
1994. Ford fell ft to 25ft, while 
General Motors rose ft to 39ft 
and Chrysler rose ft to 45ft. 

Traders said the prospects of 
higher borrowing costs for car 
buyers following the rate in- 
crease dampened enthusiasm 
over record 1994 earnings for 
the Big Three automakers. 

(AP, Bloomberg) 
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Index of Leading Indicators Rises 

-wroSKSSSSS 

gain followed a 0.3 percent increase 

a 

construction spending rose 8.7 percent. in ® ., mMn 

STdSadeaTinSased borrowing .coste failedto dampen 
demand for home and commercial prqjecti! U In 
stniction spending rose a larger-tban-expected ^ 

an increasein spending for public construction projects. 

Toshiba Joins Computer Price War 

IRVINE, California (Bloomberg) — Toshiba Corp. said 
Wednesday it had cut prices on 15 of tts notebook-style computers 
by up to 22 percent, joining anascent pnee war in the fast-growing 

market for portable computers. , , _ . 

The move follows price cuts this week of up to 15 percent by 
Dell Computer Corp. on its popular Latitude Une, and Compaq 
Computer Corp.’s reduction erf up to 15 percent for some models 
sold m Europe. .... j 

The Toshiba price reductions are effective immediately and. 
apply to the high-end T4700CT, T4800CT and J4850CT note- 
book. models as well as some Satellite Pro and Satellite models 
sold in the United States. 
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U.S. Rate Increase Fails 
To Support the Dollar 
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A mgen Posts Foarlh-Qiiarter Profit 

THOUSAND OAKS, California (Bloomberg) — Amgen Inc. 
said Wednesday that fourth-quarter earnings before a charge 
increased 21 percent, supported by strong sales of its leading 
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Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches 

NEW YORK — The dollar 


Deutsche marks, down from 
1 .5243 DM on Tuesday, though 


AMEX Most Actives 


Advanced 
□ocflned 
Unamnoad 
Total Issues 
New Marts 
Now Lows 


fell against most other major it managed to rise to 99-200 yen 
currencies Wednesday after from 99.625 yen. 


Federal Reserve Board policy- 
makers raised interest rates by 
half a percentage point, a move 
traders generally had expected. 

“It was a case of buy (he 
rumor, sell the news, and the 


VtaCVTt 23544 16 
IntarOig 14676 11 '4 

The drop "followed a dollar T v 

surge Tuesday after President T U bA«e» 38io a-v,, v* »/ 

Bill Clinton announced an in- mStk 97 v«i *3%!“ %/» » 

ternational rescue plan to stabi- V* » 

lize Mexico's battered ftnandal 
markets. - — 

“The most important factor Market Sales 
for the dollar is Mexico," Mr. j 

Egan said. “The progress of the c*» 

rescue package is key." S 

The dollar also weakened 23X81 

against other major currencies. 

falling to 5.2650 French francs 

from 5.2830 francs and falling 
to 1.2846 Swiss francs from rtl* 1WT 

1-2850 francs. I 1TYIP Wfl 

Die pound rose to $1.5828 A UU ^ TT a 
from $15800. 

“Most people were counting . _ , 

on an interest-rate story to take T" T?*. . 

the dollar higher, but now peo- Wednesday it bad doad 
pie are looking ahead and real- bidding for Channel 5 ,E 
i7inp that Ae Fed is near the vta<» network, which 
end of its tightening cycle," said broadcastmg wjthm two 
David Gilmore, partner at For- Il u was r a tough call 
earn Exchange Analytics. of ?th«sr pnont 

^fark±N&itin, foreign ex- Mosel, senior vice pn 
change manager at Manufac- Warner Broadcasting U1 
turers & Traders Trust, said: Dme Warner was one 

Tm truly surprised the dollar ners m Channd 5 I 
hasn’t risen- This could be an 

aberrational movement. I find 

it hard to believe that after to- To our i 

day and yesterday, we would You can 

see anything but a strong dal- hand deRvere 

lar.” (Bloomberg. Reuters) every morning 
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NASDAQ Diary 


Foreton Exchange 


selling was completed quickly," 
saidYeny Egan, m an ag in g di- 
rector of foreign exchange at 
MTB Bank in New York. 

The dollar slumped just after 
the Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee raised the federal funds 
rate on overnight bank loans to 
6.0 percent from 5.5 percent 
The Fed also raised the mostly 
symbolic discount rate on loans 
to member banks by 0.5 point 
to 5.25 percent. 

Higher rates often bolster the 
dollar by making U.S. deposits 
more attractive. Some market 
participants bought dollars ear- 
lier in the week, expecting the 
Fed to raise rates, traders said. 

“When the dollar didn’t rise 
after the rate increase, every- 
body wanted to be the first one 
out the door,” said Kevin Law- 
rie, foreign exchange manager 
at Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh. 

The dollar closed at 1.5183 


Advanced 
OecSned 
Unchanged 
Total Issues 
AfewHfehS 

New LOWS 


The world’s largest biotechnology company said profit from 
operations rose to $121 million from net income of $91.1 million. 

In the fourth quarter, a charge of $116 million, related to last 
falTs purchase of Synergen Inc. resulted in net income of S4.8 

milli on 

Revenue increased 19 percent, to $413.7 million because of 
strong drag sales. 
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Ben & Jerry^s Appoints New Chief 


WATERBURY, Vermont (Bloomberg) — Ben & Jerry’s Home- 
ade Inc. ended a much-publicized seven-month search with the 




made lnc ended a much-publicized seven-month search wun me 
appointment of Robert Holland Jr„ a former executive at the 
management consultancy McKinsey & Co., as chief executive. 
Mr. Holland replaces co-founder Ben Cohen, who will remain 


chairman and concentrate on “fun stuff," the company said. 

Mr. Holland is also & former chief executive ot City Marketing 
Ino, a Detroit, Michigan beverage distributor, and Gilreatn 
Manufacturing Ino, a maker of plastic injection moldings. £ . 

Ben & Jerry’s said Mr. Holland did not enter the essay contest it 
staged for prospective chief executives, but he was eventually 
required to submit an essay, winch he wrote in the form of a poem 
entitled “Time, Values and Ice Cream." 
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Delcor Raises Bid for Gypsum 


Time Warner Bows Out of Britain’s Channel 5 


Reuters 

LONDON — Time Warner lnc. said 
Wednesday it bad decided to pull out of 
bidding for Channel 5, Britain’s fifth tele- 
vision network, which is due to start 
broadcasting within two years. 

“It was a tough calk but we have a 
number of other priorities now." Farrell 


consortium with British media companies 
MAI PLC and Pearson PLC It was 
formed after the first invitation to tender 
two years ago failed to attract a suitable 

CailmHlIlF. 


Time Warner was seen as one ot the 


technical side," which influenced its deci- 
sion to pull out of the project 

The channel, for which bids must be 
placed before a May deadline, has suffered 
a number of setbacks. 

Most notably, the frequencies originally 
set aside for it have been reallocated to 


CHARLOTTE, North Carolina (Combined Dispatches) — 
Delcor Inc_ raising the stakes in its hostile effort to acquire 
National Gypsum Co., announced Wednesday a new bid that 
values the building-materials maker at more than $982 million. 

Del cor said its new $46-per-share offer represented a 40 percent 
premium over National Gypsum's stock price when it made an 
initial offer on Nov. 15. National Gypsum has rejected Deicer's 
offers as too low. 

National Gypsum shares closed at $41.50, up $ 1.75, in over-the- 
counter trading. 

(AP, Bloomberg) 


• -I*-- 

i -1.::-- 


For the Record 


most forthright in expressing its interest in f! ™r ^ , ? 

,6. broadcasting projects, slasb- 


Tbe Was hi ngton Post Co. said its 2994 earnings rose nearly 3 
percent, to $169.7 million, on a strong performance by the 
company’s newspaper and broadcast divisions. Revenue for 1 994 
totaled $1.6 billion, up 8 percent from the previous year. (LAT) 
Morrison Knudsen Corp, said it would report a loss for the 


Mdsel, senior vice president of Time the license, despite having been tamed, its nweraae tr* iiist nver halfthe anmtTv f° urth quarter and for all of 1994 and eliminate its quarterly 

Warner Broadcasting UK, said. down in the Gist tender invitation. ”1 lts covera 8 c tojust over hail me country. dividmd ^ 20 a share . The engineering and construction 

Time Warner was one of the main part- Mr. Meisel said (here were a “number of The channel is due to come on azr by company also said William Agee, its chairman and chief execu- 
ners in the Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd. uncertainties involved, certainly on the Jan. 1, 1997 at the latest. live, was retiring. ( Bloomberg) 


( Bloomberg) 
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Total SA: Ready for Baghdad 

p French Oil Firm Is Willing to Sign Iraq Deal 
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_ ~ The chairman of 

Total SA, Serge Tchuruk, said 
Wednesday that the French ofl 
company would sign an agree- 
ment with Iraq, as long as it was 
applied once UN sanctions 
were lifted. 

“If we had the chance to si gn 
an agreement with Iraq before 
sanctions are lifted, on the un- 
derstanding that the d*sl would 
be implemented after the em- 
bargo is lifted, we would sign,” 
be said. 

The Total chair man con- 
finned reports that the compa- 
ny was continuing discussions 
with Iraqi authorities, as are 
other world oil companies, but 
nothing has been signed. 

Total also announced that 

1994 net income rose 13 percent 
because of reduced operating 
costs, increased oil flows and 
improved chemical profits. 

: : Net profit rose to 3.4 billion 
French francs ($654 million) 
from 3.0 billion in 1993. 

Total improved profits even 
as refining margins shrank the 


Rhone’s U,S. Arm 
Posts Rebound 
In 4thr Period Net 

Bloomberg Business News 

PARIS — Rhdne-Poulenc 
. Rorer Inc., in a year-end re- 
bound, posted a better-than-ex- 
- peeled 31 percent rise in fourth- 
w quarter profit Wednesday and 
* said ii expected to grow faster 
■ than the overall drug industry 
in 1995. 

■■ The fourth-quarter growth 
spurt still left Rorer. the maker 
of such drags as Dflaqor XR for 
blood pressure treatment, with 
an 18 percent decline in profit 
for 1994. 

“1994 was a blip, really,” said 
Susan Hayiock, an analyst with 
NatWest Securities Ltd. in Lon- 
don. Hie latest quarter’s profits 
were “better than our forecast” 
and bode well for 1995, die 
said. 

Signaling a lato-year rebound 
in its global markets, the 68.34 
percent-owned North Ameri- 
can arm of France’s Rhdne- 
Poulenc SA said fourth-quarter 
net profit rose to $163 miHion, 
or $ 1 22 a share, from SI24 mil- 
lion, or 90 cents a share, a year 
eariicr. 


dollar was weak and crude oil 
prices, which have been rising 
m recent months, were 7 per- 
cent lower on average last year 
than in 1993. 

Operating profit rose to 6.9 
biuion francs from 6.8 bOHon 
francs in 1993, which incl uded 
an 800 million loss from a re- 
duction in the value of its petro- 
leum assets. 

Of the 1994 improve men t in 
operating profit, 1JZ billion 
franes were related to reduced 
operating costs and a rise in 
earnings from higher ofl and 
natural gas production. 

Mr. Tchuruk-said Iraq’s re- 
turn to the world oO market 
would not flood the market di- 
sastrously because its return 
had largely been anticipated. 

Oil prices would probably re- 
act, but the reaction was likely 
to be short-lived, he said. 

Mr. Tchuruk said he hoped 
crude prices would recover as 
economic growth in industrial- 
ized nations and in Asia gathers 
steam, boosting demand for oil 


to fuel power plants and auto- 
mobiles. 

Mr. Tchuruk said the possi- 
ble resumption of Iraq’s ofl ex- 
ports race international sanc- 
tions were lifted could 
paradoxically boost prices. 
**What markets hate most is un- 
certainty, and that's what’s 
weighing prices down,” he said. 
Iraq was barred from exporting 
cal after its failed attempt to 
annex Kuwait in the early 
1990s. 

(Bloomberg, AFX. AFP) 


Petrofina SA, Belgium’s big- 
gest industrial company, said 
net profit rose 45 percent in 
1994 because of rising chemical 
prices and revenue from the sale 
of assets, Bloomberg Business 
News reported. 

The oil and chemical compa- 
ny said net consolidated profit 
rose to 103 billion Bel gian 
francs ($328 million) from 7.1 
billion francs in 1993. Faming* 
for 1994 included 2 billion 
francs in gains on asset sales. 


S&P Turns ( Negative 9 
On Italy Foreign Debt 

Compiled by Ow Sufi From Dispatka 

MILAN —Standard & Poor's, the credit rating agency, on 
Wednesday revised its opinion of Italy’s foreign debt from 
“stable" to “negative,” saying it feared the country's leaders 
were incapable of effective action on the budget deficit. 

The lira fell slightly against the Deutsche mark and Italian 
bond futures reversed earlier gains on the news, which came 
as Prime Minister Lamberto Dini was being confirmed in 
office by Parliament. 

Analysts said the move by Standard & Poor's could be a 
step toward reducing its rating on Italy’s long-term debt of 
128 trillion lire ($80 billion), which could then increase the 
cost of future borrowing. 

The agency said its negative outlook “reflects the increasing 
risk that Italy's weak political leadership will fail to address 
the country’s growing, serious fiscal arid political problems 
during this and the next several years." 

However. Standard & Poor’s said it would not change its 
AA rating on Italy’s long-term foreign debt and the A1 rating 
cm Italy’s short-term debt. 

Italy is die only member of the Group of Seven leading 
industrial nations not to receive the agency’s top AAA debt 
rating 

Mr. Dini, who on Wednesday won his second and final vote 
of confidence in the Senate, or upper house of Parliament, has 
promised quick action to bring the deficit down. 

But despite the confidence votes, Mr. Dini, whose govern- 
ment is the first since World War Q not to include any career 
politicians, has no clear majority in Parliament 

(Reuters, Knight-Ridder. AFX) 


EU Rules Seek to Ensure Quality Phone Service 


Gmqriled by Ow Sufi Asm Dispatches 

BRUSSELS — Hie Europe- 
an Commission proposed rules 
on Wednesday to ensure that 
telephone users across Europe 
have access to high-quality ser- 
vice, covering itemized billing 
to pay-phone booths. 

Hie European Union execu- 
tive body stud strict guarantees 
for consumers were needed as 
the EU throws open its tele- 
communications markets to 
competition in 1998. 


The proposals would require 
national authorities to set quali- 
ty targets for voice telephone 
service in areas such as installa- 
tion time, dial tone delays, re- 
pair time, call failure rates and 
response rime from operators. 

They would also have to pub- 
lish dear rate schedules, issue 
phone directories regularly and 
install a reasonable number of 
public pay phones. They would 
also be asked to work together 
to ensure that consumers can 
use a single pay phonecard or 


dial a toll-free telephone num- 
ber anywhere in the HU. 

“Given that the European 
telec ommuni cations sector is 
evolving toward completely 
free competition in telephone 
service and infrastructure, it’s 
important to ensure that all us- 
ers continue to have access to 
baric telephone service at rea- 
sonable prices," the commis- 
sion jarid 

The legislation must be ap- 
proved by the European Parlia- 


ment and EU ministers. A 
Commission spokesman said he 
expected the legislation to be 
adopted soon because it was 
supported by most EU member 
states and the European Parlia- 
ment. 

Another goal of the legisla- 
tion is to ensure that competi- 
tors to state telecommunica- 
tions operators can gam access 
to public phone networks in a 
nondiscriminatory way. 

(Reuters, AP) 


UBS Loses Bound but Won \ Surrender to BK Vision 


Goapfaf by Our Sufi Fmm Dispatches 

« ZURICH — Union Bank of Switzer- 
land’s biggest shareholder called cm the 
bank Wednesday to give up its stock- 
reorganization plan, but UBS refused to 
abandon its program, despite losing a 
court ruling. 

BK Virion AG, a Swiss holding com- 
pany that invests in the financial-services 
industry, said that after a Swiss judge 
ruled Tuesday that UBS appeared to 


have illegally used some votes to get its 
reorganization plan approved, the bank 
ought to withdraw the arrangement 

Kurt Schfltknecht, managing director 
of BK Virion, said that after the publici- 
ty about possible misconduct and the 
court r uling that upheld them, UBS 
should simpl y bow out of the battle: 

Gertrud Enanann, a spokeswoman for 
the- bank, it was “nonsense" for BK 
Vision to call cm UBS to repeal the share- 


holders’ vot& ‘'The board has no possibili- 
ty to do this when two-thirds of afl votes 
approved the plan," she said. UBS plans 
to appeal the judge's ruling, she said.' 

The district judge had responded to a 
complaint filed by Peter Hafter, a BK 
Virion director and UBS shareholder, 
who had asked the court to block the 
implementation of the share plan so he 
could challenge its legality. 

( Bloomberg, AFX) 


Recovery 
In Germany 
To Quicken 

CoBqrUed by Ow Sufi From Dispatches 

BONN — Economics Minis- 
ter Gtinter Rexrodt predicted 
Wednesday that the German 
economic recovery would 
speed in 1995 but urged unions 
and industry to reach wage 
agreements that promote 
growth and secure jobs. 

“Now is the time to set the 
stage for leading the economic 
recovery into lasting economic 
growth and employment,” he 
said. 

In the government’s annual 
economic outlook, Mr. Rexrodt 
forecast that Germany’s gross 
domestic product would grow 3 
percent this year, up from 2.8 
percent in 1994, and create 
300.000 jobs. 

Western German GDP 
would grow 23 percent, up 
from Z3 percent, while East 
German growth would “ap- 
proach 10 percent," up from 8.9 
percent, be said. 

Separately, the Economics 
Ministry said West German in- 
dustrial output in December 
rose 73 percent from a year 
earlier, compared with 6.2 per- 
cent growth shown in Novem- 
ber. 

German industry had dearly 
become more competitive, and 
unit labor costs had dropped 
sharply, but deep structural 
problems must still be resolved 
to guarantee lasting growth, 
Mr. Rexrodt said. 

In particular, he said he 
would combat high long-term 
structural unemployment, lag- 
ging modernization in certain 
industries and high taxation of 
industry and consumers. 

■ Degoaea’s Profit Rises 

Degussa AG, a German 
chemicals and metals cony any, 
reported a 55 percent rise in 
Brat-quarter profit, to 94 mil- 
lion DM. news agencies report- 
ed from Frankfurt. 

Degussa also predicted the 
rising trend would continue as 
cost-cutting pays off and de- 
mand for chemicals rises. Sales 
rose 1 1 percent, to 3.67 billion 
DM. 

Meanwhile, ASKO Deutsche 
Kaufhaus AG. a German retail- 
er, said profit for the year to 
September 1994 fell a iarger- 
than-expected 16 percent, to 
361 million DM. 

(Reuters, Knight-Ridder. AFX) 
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Very briefly: 


• The European Commission wfl] decide in the next few weeks 
whether to put anti-dumping duties on imports from the United 
States of soda ash. an important component of glass-making. 

• Bulgaria, Romania and the Czech and Slovak republics foTged 
closer links with the European Union through cooperation agree- 
ments on trade, education, culture, finance and political dialogue. 

• Degussa AG, the German chemical and metals group, said it 
believed higher prices for silver and other precious metals would 
be supported by increased demand in the long term. 

• Smith New Court Ltd., a Bri tish slockbrokerage. said it had 
taken a 51 percent stake in ITT Investrnst, an Indian stockbroker, 
and a 30 percent stake in International Securities Ltd., a brokerage 
concern in Pakistan. 

• Span’s Ministry of Finance said revenues in December fell 16.5 
percent, to 1.12 trillion pesetas ($8.5 billion), from the same 
month of 1993 because of a drop in tax receipts. 

• Banco Espanoi de Credito, the Spanish bank that is now a unit of 
Banco de Santander, slashed 1994 losses to 16.88 billion pesetas 
from a loss of 584.62 billion pesetas in 1993. 

• Thomson Consumer Electronics SA has been renamed Thomson 
Multimedia and will absorb the Thomson Broadband Systems 
telecommunications and imaging unit of Tbomson-CSF. 

• The European Union's trade deficit fell to 3.04 billion Europen 
Currency Units ($2.4 billion) in the first six months of 1994 from 
9.3 billion Ecus a year earlier. 

• Norway’s ofl industry plans to cut exploration, development and 
operating costs at its offshore oilfields by 40 percent to 50 percent 
by 1998 for an estimated savings of 17 billion kroner ($2.6 billion). 

• Britain's Shepperton film studios have been sold for £12 million 
($19 million) to a group of investors led by two British film 
directors, Ridley and Tony ScotL who are brothers. 

a Saodoz LnL, the Swiss drug and chemicals company, denied it 
bad been approached by Wellcome PLC of Britain as a possible 
friendly bidder to top a £9 billion (SI 4 billion) hostile bid by 
Britain’s Glaxo PLC Reuters, ap. aFP. \ r.v 
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Consumer Group Reopens 
Unilever Soap Controversy 

Bloomberg Business News 

LONDON — Lever Brothers Ltd., the detergent subsidiary of 
Unilever Group, dismissed on Tuesday claims by the British 
Consumers’ Association that the original Persil Power laundry 
detergent and a reformulated version damage clothes. 

The claims, based on a battery of tests, will be published in the 
association’s magazine, “Which? on Thursday. The article is 
expected to say that while the reformulated brand of Persil Power 
does less damage to color clothes, it still fades some fabrics and 
weakens the matexiaL 

The controversial detergent, which is called Omo Power in the 
rest of Europe; used manganese compounds to accelerate the 
effects of bleaches used in detergents. Last summer the product 
caused a media and legal wrangle when Procter & Gamble Co. 
daimed H HteraSy ate holes in clothes. Unilever sued in the 
Netherlands, and the two companies settled out of court 

The original Persil Power detergent was introduced last ApriL 
and was replaced in Jane by a reformulated product that uses less 
manganese. 

Lever Brothers argued that the magazine did not follow wash- 
ing directions on the back of packages for Penal Power. 

BAILOUT: Help for Speculators 


INVEST: Emerging Market Jitters 


Conthraed frren Page 9 
from die central banks who be- 
long to the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlements, and $3 bil- 
lion from leading commercial 
banks. 

Hie knowledge that Mexico 
has access to such a huge line of 
credit is expected to reassure 
foreign investors that cash is 
av ailabl e to redeem its short- 
tom debt as it matures. In turn, 
that should encourage these 
creditors to reinvest their mon- 
ey and ther eby halt the hemor- 
rhage of forrign-exchange re- 
serves, making it onnecessaiy 
for Mexico to draw on the bulk 
of the promised loans. 

“We are in a new world,” 
according to Mr. de Vries. Knee 
the tatin American debt crisis 
in 1982, commercial banks have 
had little appetite to lend to 
developing countries. Portfolio 
investors, on the other hand, 
have invested huge amounts — 
estimated at nearly $155 billion 
over the past two years — in 
em er g in g stock and bond mar- 
kets. 

A better recognition of the 
rides involved, Mr. de Vries 
adds, would have a salutay ef- 
fect on the mania recently seen 
in those markets. 

Willem Buffer of Ca mbri dge 
University is even more critical. 
He denounced the bail out as “a 
gift from the taxpayers to the 
rich. 

“Tins is not a great incentive 
for efficient operations of fi- 
nancial markets, because peo- 
ple do not have to weigh care- 
fully risk against return," Mr. 
Bui ter said. “They’re given a 
one-way bet, with the UJS. 
Treasury and the international 


community underwriting the 
default risk. That makes for 
lazy private investors who don’t 
have to do their homework fig- 
uring out what the risks are.” 

One central banker lamented 
that "barely 12 years" after the 
bank-debt crisis, “others are 
making the very same mistake. 
It’s absolute madness." The 
banker, who asked not to be 
identified, added: “Unless peo- 
ple learn the lesson the hard 
way, they will never learn. It's 
not just the silliness of inves- 
tors, it’s also the irresponsibility 
of the Mexican government” in 
failing to deal with the rapid 
increase in the size of its trade 
deficit. 

Others, of course, see it dif- 
ferently. 

Hans Baer, a Swiss banker, is 
defighted with the aid packa- 
ge. jThe Clinton administration 
deserves high marks,” he said, 
for organizing the rescue an- 
nounced Tuesday in Washing- 
ton that has removed the threat 
that Mexico’s crisis would 
spread to other emerging mar- 
kets in Latin America and be- 
yond. 

David Mulford, now chair- 
man of CS First Boston in Lon- 
don, was the U.S. Treasury un- 
dersecretary in the late 1980s 
who oversaw the rescheduling 
of bank debt that defused the 
debt crisis that hit Latin Ameri- 
ca at that time. He said “the fact 
that a class of investors gets a 
good deal within the arrange- 
ments that are established — 
un pleasant as that may be — is 
a secondary problem to the 
overall need to restore confi- 
dence in Mexico and to main- 
tain stability in all the other 
emerging markets." 


Continued from Page 9 
exchange reserves include Chi- 
na.-Indonesta. South Korea and 
the Philippines. 

Mexico's stock market was 
the worst performer for foreign 
investors m January, losing 22 
percent in dollar -terms, despite 
a surge Tuesday that saw prices 
rise more than 10 percent. But it 
was hardly alone. 

Stock markets in the Philip- 
pines, China. Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, South Korea, India, Pa- 
kistan, Peru, Turkey and Hun- 
gary also lost more than 10 per- 
cent in January. 

To many countries, the 
change in investors’ focus has 
been baffling. The most success- 
ful countries in attracting for- 
eign capital were often running 
large current-account deficits. 

One result has been a tenden- 
cy to view the enemy as specula- 
tors who are betting against the 
country, either by shorting 
stocks in it — that is, selling - 
borrowed stocks in hopes their 
price wifi decline — or by shott- 
ing the country’s currency. 

Asian central banks held an 
unusual meeting and said they 
planned to share information 
on the identity of speculators 
betting against their currencies. 

The decline in many emerg- 
ing markets began well before 
last month, but even with sub- 
stantial losses in many markets 


in 1994, the enthusiasm for the 
concept of investing in such 
countries remained high. 

Barton M. Biggs, the interna- 
tional strategist for Morgan 
Stanley Group, said: “I think 
we are very close to the end of 
the cyclical bear market." 

Historically, the amount of 
attention that has been given to 
Mexico often comes when a 
problem is at its worst, and 
soon to improve. If that is the 
case now, emerging markets 
may be near the bottom. 

Thai will be true if investors 
are willing to go back to the way 
they used to think, before they 
were stunned by Mexico, focus- 
ing on possibilities for growth. 

■ The success of President 
Clinton in putting together a 
bailout package despite con- 
gressional opposition could 
help to bring about that atti- 
tude; at least for a while. Many 

American investors those 

who bought Mexican debt that 
was denominated in dollars but 
payable in pesos — • seem more 
likely to emerge whole. Perhaps 
that mil help investors to forget 
January’s terror. 

If not, if the month does 
serve as a reminder of the risks 
of investing in developing coun- 
tries, then it could set back the 
flow of capital to such countries 
for years to come. 


RETAIL: Going It Alone in Japan 


Contained from Page 9 

reach $240 milli on, about one- 
quarter of its global total. 

The company plans to set up 
10 outlets each year for the next 
several years, including the 
wcuid’s biggest record store in 
Tokyo’s trendy Shibuya neigh- 
borhood next month. 

The eight-floor complex is to 
cover 50,000 square feet and 
include a restaurant and book- 
store. That would surpass the 
38,000-square-foot record now 
held by an HMV outlet in Lon- 
don, Mr. Caboon said. HMV is 
a chain of record stores owned 
by the UJK. music company 
Thorn EMI PLC. 

In addition to its “supermar- 
ket” approach. Tower has suc- 
ceeded by transplanting its 
sourcing, distribution, pricing 
and personnel policies, where- 
as Tower’s Japanese competi- 
tors have mostly been smaller 
outlets whose selection was dic- 
tated by local music companies. 
Tower hired aficionados who 
stocked music they liked. The 
fact that some of them had dyed 
red hair and pierced noses and 
had dropped out of high school 
was not an issue, Mr. Cahoon 
said. 


Esprit, the California-based 
company that sells casual cloth- 
ing for young women, enter- 
tamed business proposals from 
Japanese companies for five 
years before deciding to open 
its own stores last year. The 
retailer, which cuts costs and 
seek^ to preserve brand imagp 
by running a vertically integrat- 
ed business, found group pro- 
posals from Japanese hading 
companies and retailers incom- 
patible with its philosophy. 

“It was hard to find partners 
who understood our way of do- 
ing business and our environ- 
mental concerns," said Setsuko 
(Kura, a representative of Es- 
prit Japan. 

While specialty retailers are 
seizing the moment, many larg- 
er discounters, such as J.C. Pen- 
ney, Wal Mart and Kmart, have 
lacked the resources to make an 
assault on the Japanese market. 

“Most are still trying to fig- 
ure out how to cope in the Unit- 
ed States, where growth in dis- 
count re tailin g is 15 to 20 
percent, compared with 5 to 10 
percent in Japan," Mr. Shill 
said. 
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BUT NOT FOR LONG 

A years subscription to the Herald Tribune 
gets you up to 50% off the cover price. 

Equally exciting short-temi offers. 

The world's most powerful 
news-gathering network is making a deal with you. 
But only if you act now. 

To start your subscription just fax us: 

In Europe -Paris (+33-1) 46 37 06 51 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Tokyo Considers 



axes 

To Rebuild Kobe 


Our Stuff Frt*, Dispatches 

TOKYO — Japan's chief 
^cabinet secretary suggested 
Wednesday that the govern- 
ment would consider tax in- 
creases and other measures to 

repair the damage caused by the 

earthquake that devastated 
Kobe on Jan. 17. 

“Prime Minister Muray ama 
and Finance Minister Take- 
mura are saying that we should 
consider various options for 
revenue resources," Kozo Igar- 
ashi said. “Overall, huge expen- 
ditures are expected." 

Asked whether tax increases 
were possible, Mr. Igarashi said 
every measure" would be ex- 
plored. 

Reconstruction costs have 
been estimated at between $80 
biffioa and $130 bflhozL But 
statements from several politi- 
cians indicated the government 
still had not decided on a strate- 
gy for helping to pay the bill. 


Japan Regrets 
VS. Ruling on 
Steel Dumping 

■ The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan ex- 
pressed regret Wednesday 
over a U JS. ruling that Jap- 
anese companies are dump- 
ing sted products on the 
American market 

The ruling that Japanese 
stainless stod bars were be- 
ing sold at less than fair 
value was “regrettable," be- 
cause those products were 
likely to be rimt out of the 
U.S. market, said Shuji It- 
subata of the Ministry of 
International Trade and 
Industry. 

The U.S. International 
Trade Commissioo ruled 
Tuesday that stainless steel 
bars from Brazfl, India and 
Japan violated anti-dump- 
ing rules, The U5u Com- 
merce Department will 
now order duties imposed 
on fhe-ingxrrts. . 

IVfcltsubalasaidtbe pu- 
nitive tariffs on the Japa- 
nese products were expect- 
.tsd to exceed 6G percent, as 
thriiOX Commerce De- 
partment had said the 
dmnpmg margin, or reduo 
tion bdow ffir value, on 
those products was 61.47 
percent. 


A member of the Japan New 
Party said his colleagues may 
suggest raising tobacco taxes or 
canceling income tax cuts 
planned for 1995 and 1996. But 
analysts said such measures 
would be politically difficult 
before Japan’s national elec- 
tions in ApriL 

Anotfaer government source 
said, “You can’t role out other 
canceling income tax cuts or 
even early implementation of 
the consumption tax hike." 

The Japanese government 
plans to cut income taxes by 2 
triffionyea. ($20 billion) in 1995 
and 1996 to stimulate tire econ- 
omy but also intends to raise its 
consumption tax from 3 per- 
cent to 5 percent April 1, 1997, 
as part of an effort to reform 
the tax structure. 

A high-ranking aide in Ja- 
pan's Liberal Democratic Party 
said the governing parties were 
Dot considering eliminating tax 
cuts or speeding up the con- 
sumption tax increase, but 
some members of Prime Minis- 
ter Tonmchi Murayama’s So- 
cial Democratic Party earlier 
suggested vending the tax cuts. 

“Most think we can fond it by 
issuing construction bonds, but 
at any rate we don't yet have a 
final estimate from the Hyogo 
Prefecture and Kobe," the aide 
said. Kobe is the capital of 
Hyogo in southwestern Japan. 

The death toll from the earth- 
quake stands at 5,102, with 1 1 



killed 5,098 people in 192 

While issuing bonds has been 
mentioned in many quarters as 
a partial solution to the fund- 
raising problem, some analysts 
say *h at j in Japan, construction 
bends are Homed by law to fi- 
nancing public infrastructure 
and could not fund repairing or 
rebuilding private buildings or 
other property. This view has 
led acme politicians to suggest 
tearing more federal debt, an 
idea said to be unpopular with 
Finance Ministry officials. 

“There may eaid up bong two 
choices,” another government 
source sakL “Spend 10 trillion 
yes and give up the income lax 
cuts and raise other taxes, or 
keep taxes unchanged and limit 
the amount the central govern- 
ment spends. Some of the bur- 
den must be borne by firms, 
local governments and individ- 
uals as weD as the central gov- 
ernment.'* (Reuters, AFP ) 


Dairy Farm Restocks Its Shelves 

Hong Kong Food Retailer Seeking Niche Expansion 


By Kevin Murphy 

International Hentitf Tribune 

HONG KONG — Dairy Farm Inter- 
national Holdings Lid., the largest food 
retailer in Asa outside Japan, is hearing 
complaints from both sides. 

Pncesfor milk and everything else in its 
many stores have soared, say inflation- 
weary Hoag Kong consumers. And inves- 
tors are finding the company’s gagging 
short-term growth prospects unpalatable. 

But Graeme Seabrook, the Australian 
drafted into the company’s top job 18 
months ago, is urging investor; to think 
about the company as its parent, the 
Jardine Matbeson group, does — as a 
solid Jong-term play. 

“If you look at the positioning of the 
company and understand where we are 
putting our money and what we are do- 
ing with it, then you’ve got to agree it's 
good for the long term,” Mr. Seabrook 
said in a recent interview. 

“If you want something that is going to 
flare up, then fall down again as quickly, 
don’t invest in Dairy Farm," he said. 

Disappointing half-year results report- 
ed in September — pretax profit was up 
5.9 percent from a year earlier, at $107.8 
miBion — dragged the share price down 
along with most other local stocks. 

Then a decision to follow parent Jar- 
dine Strategic Holdings Ltd. and other 
Jardine Matbeson companies in leaving 
the Hong Kong Stock Exchange to list in 
Singapore hurt sentiment as weD. 

in the past year. Dairy Farm shares 
have fallen from about 14 Hong Kong 
dollars ($1.81) to a latest close of 9.40 
dollars, rebounding from a low of about 
8 dollars on Jan. 3. 

Analysts say the recent rally owes 
more to the company’s listing in Singa- 
pore, where average price/earnings ra- 
tios are higher than in Hong Kong, than 
to a genuine turnaround in the company. 

More lasting gains, they say, will de- 
pend on Mr. Seabrook’s ability to con- 
vince investors that fast growth in new 
but relatively small markets will over 
time, compensate for leaner days in long- 
established businesses. 

“Pressure on margins at nearly every 
major operating unit is our primary con- 
cern with Dairy Farm,” a Lehman 
Brothers analyst, Mun Chan, said in a 


recent report. He said earnings growth 
would sbp to about 8 percent over the 
next three years, which is relatively low 
for Asia, and that “there’s no real end in 
right" to the slowdown. 

But with roughly $10 billion in sales in 
food retailing, manufacturing and 
wholesaling operations reaching from 
Scotland and Spain to New Zealand and 
several high-growth Asian markets. 
Dairy Farm is well diversified geographi- 
cally. 

It owns fast-food and convenience 
store chains such as 7-Eleven in Hong 


The company hopes 
rapid growth in new, 
relatively small markets 
eventually will make up 
for leaner times 
elsewhere. 


Kong and various kinds of retail food 
stores throughout southern C hina, Sin- 
gapore, Taiwan and Malayan. 

The company is also examining Thai- 
land and Indonesia for further expan- 
sion, which would probably be handled 
through its Singapore-based Cold Stor- 
age Holdings, acquired in 1993. 

In the meantime, however, Dairy 
Farm’s earning s base still depends heavi- 
ly on mature markets where competition 
is increasingly intense. 

Earnings before tax and interest at the 
companys Franklins discount grocery 
store chain in Australia and its 29 per- 
cent-owned associate Kwik Save Group 
PLC in Britain combined with core 
Hong Kong businesses to contribute 88 
percent of group earnings, or S270 mil- 
lion, in 1993. . . 

A Salomon Brothers analyst, Kent 
Chan, said he expected that proportion 
to fall to 85 percent by the end of this 
year. Dairy Farm investors will be wait- 
ing a while for new operations in Asia to 
turn the region's strong economic growth 
into bottom-line gains for the company. 

“We’ve said we’d have a few years 
with growth flatter than people had got- 


ten used to." Mr. Seabrook said. “A 
number of our businesses had come to a 
mature phase at the same time. We’re 
trying to get them moving again, and it 
does cost a lot.” 

In Austr alia . Fr anklins has made an 

expensive push into selling fresh foods to 
enhance its offerings in a fast-changing 
retail grocery environment. 

In Hong Kong, higher rents and labor 
costs have made it difficult to maintain 
once fat margins. 

And in Shanghai, where the group 
sought to open as many as 60 stores with 
a Chinese partner, negotiations have 
ended without a deal after months of 
talks. Analysts blame the rocky relation- 
ship between Beijing and Jardine Mathe- 
son, still Hong Kong’s most British trad- 
ing bouse, for the impasse. 

But in Taiwan, Dairy Farm’s Well- 
come supermarkets turned a profit in 
1993 for the first time in five years of 
operation. Analysis expect further im- 
provements as major investments in dis- 
tribution systems and more stores begin 
to pay off. 

Cold Storage in Singapore is growing 
steadily in a relatively small market and 
expanding into the Malaysian supermar- 
ket business, where changing lifestyles 
engender growth for packaged goods 
and processed foods. 

Moreover, the boomlown of Shenxhen 
in southern China now boasts 20 7-Eleven 
stores. An agreement to establish grocery 
stores in teeming Guangzhou is “dose,” 
according to Mr. Seabrook. And an ice 
cream and dairy products manufacturing 
joint venture with Nestlfc SA, the Swiss 
food company, has several factories in 
C hina and more under negotiation. 

The key to e xtractin g the most from 
this far-flung empire, according to Mr. 
Seabrook, is strengthening regional man- 
agement teams and looking for good 
ideas in individual markets that will trav- 
el wdl to other parts of the group. 

“We are now looking for greater syn- 
ergies than we had in the past, to try and 
get the guys together ana to get people 
moving around, ’’said Mr. Seabrook. “It’s 
still in the embryonic stages, but it will 
be a major strength of the company for 
the longer term.” 
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Exchange 

Hong Kong 

Index 

Hang Seng 

Wedrtescfey Pubv. 
Close Close 

dosed 7,342.65 

% 

Change 

Singapore 

Shafts Times . 

Cfosed 

2,083.35 

- 

Sydney 

AH Ordinaries 

1,833.10 

1,830.60 

+0.14 

Tokyo 

Nikkei 225 - 

18,739.47 

. 18,640.82 

-tf.48 

| Kuala Lumpur Composite 

Closed 

883.29 

- 

Bangkok 

SET 

1 ,238.53 

1,817.74 

+1.71 

Seoul 

Composite Stock 

Closed 

925.56 

- 

Taipei 

Weighted Price 

Closed 

6,307.85 

- 

Manila 

PSE . 

2,476.89 

2,420.12 

+2.35 

Jakarta 

Stock Index. 

434435 

433.83 

+0.19 

New Zealand 

NZSE-40 

1,95745 

1,939,82 

+0.89 

Bombay 

NsdSonal Index ' 

1733.14 

1,737.91 

-0.27 

Sources: Reuters. AFP 


ImcnuiiHiful Hera hi Tribune 


Very briefly: 


• NEC Carp will offer a service beginning Feb. 22 that it said 
would allow Japanese companies to connect easily to Internet, the 
global information network. 

• J ap anes e financial institutions sold off 131 3 billion yen ($1.3 
billion) in nonperfonning loans in January, bringing sales since 
March 1993 to 7.005 trillion yen. 

•Japan’s domestic vehicle sales rose 5. 1 percent in January from a 
year earlier, their eighth consecutive monthly gain. 

• Wacoa! Carp, of Japan set up a third subsidiary in China to 
manufacture women’s undergarments for the local market and for 
export to Japan. 

• Britain's Scotch whisky makers threatened to bring Japan before 
the World Trade Organization if Japan did not reduce taxes on 
imported liquor. 

• Japan had a 5.1 percent increase in construction orders in 
December from a year earlier , the third consecutive monthly rise. 

• Australia had a current account deficit in December of 2.4 billion 
dollars ($1.8 billion), its largest shortfall in 20 years. 

• New Zealand recorded a current account deficit of 1.65 billion 
dollars ($1.1 billion) in the three months ended Sept. 30. 


_ i’s foreign exchange reserves grew $1 billion in January 
from December, to a record $123.9 billion. Reuters, afp. afx 


U.S. Dusts Off Trade Weapons in Piracy Showdown 


Reuters 

SHANGHAI — The United 
States is preparing for war — 
not to defend democracy, but to 
protect Madonna, Microsoft 
Corp. and Walt Disney Co. 
from Chinese pirates. 

Trade hostilities between the 
United States and China could 
break out Saturday, as Mickey 
Kantor, the U.S. trade repre- 
sentative, has told Beijing it 
must offer an acceptable solu- 
tion to the problem of intellec- 


tual-property piracy by then or 
face 100 percent tariffs on $1 
billion of its exports. 

China has warned it will re- 
taliate in kind if Washington 
goes ahead with the tariffs. 

If the first “shots” are ever 
fired, they will reverberate 
around the Pacific Rim. Hong 
Kong, for example, has said 
3,800 jobs could be lost if a 
U-S.-Chmese trade war erupts. 

Hong Kong companies, tike 
many from Taiwan, Singapore. 


China to Let Pension Funds Diversify Into Stocks 


Bloomberg Business News 

SHANGHAI — China’s central bank 
win allow pension funds to invest in Chi- 
nese stocks, the official China Business 
Times reported Wednesday. 

The decision by the People's Bank of 
China could add 3 bUBon yuan (5352 mil- 
lion) to China’s two stock exchanges, or 1 
percent of total market capitalization. 

The central bank said pension funds 
could invest 10 percent of their total assets 
of 30 billion yuan in Class A shares listed 
on Chinese stock exchanges. 


Chinese stock markets trade two kinds 
of shares: Class A, which can only be 
traded by Chinese people, and Class B, 
which are reserved for foreigners. 

Until now Chinese pension funds have 
been aHowed.to invest only in high-yield- 
ing state treasury bonds, which the govern- 
ment has pushed as a way of raising cash 
without adding to inflation that is current- 
ly running at 24 percent. 

Trading in treasury bonds has exploded 
in recent months, however, largely on the 
strength of speculation in bond futures. 


The decision to allow pension funds to 
diversify was seen as an indication that the 
government had succeeded in stimulating 
investor interest in treasury bonds. 

Pension funds wiD still be requited to 
invest most of their assets in treasury 
bonds, the newspaper said. 

China’s four-year-old securities indusuy 
has been criticized by regulators for lax 
supervision. There is no body of national 
securities law and no regulation against 
insider trading. 


South Korea and Thailand, 
have invested heavily in China’s 
export industries. 

U.S. tariff barriers would 
hurt China as badly as pirated 
goods damage U.S. media and 
information industries. Those 
industries daim they lose an an- 
nual $827 million in sales to 
Chinese-made counterfeit 
goods. 

“The door is open,” a U.S. 
Embassy spokesman in Beijing 
said after U.S. negotiators left 
the Chinese capital over the 
weekend without an agreement. 

The spokesman was referring 
to Mr. Kan tor's invitation to 
Beijing to send negotiators to 
Washington for 1 1 th-faour talks 
to try to come up with a solu- 
tion. So far Beijing has faded to 
respond. 

Washington has picked its 
battle ground with care. Al- 
though other U.S. industries. 


such as pharmaceuticals, also 
complain their goods are being 
copied by Chinese companies, 
in this dispute it is easier to 
make a case for Madonna than 
for medicines. 

Chinese-made counterfeit 
copies of the pop star’s compact 
disks and tapes are hawked 
shamelessly in China and ex- 
ported all over the world. Scien- 
tific fraud is harder to define 
and prove. 

Washington has drawn up a 
list of 29 compact-disk factories 
(hat it wants to see either closed 
or more closely regulated. 

Not all these factories chum 
out fakes. Some are joint ven- 
tures with reputable compa- 
nies; others are backed by the 
Chinese military. But all have 
the technology to produce 
counterfeits that are as good as 
the real thing. 


So far, the argument has 
baled down to this: C hina says 
it must be given time to solve 
the problem through its courts; 
the United States says it is fed 
up with waiting. 

Rumbles of trade war have 
been heard before from Wash- 
ington. But although the United 
States has often threatened 
trade sanctions under Section 
301 of its trade law. it has yet to 
follow through. 

In Asia, Section 301 disputes 
with countries such as Japan 
and Taiwan have always been 
defused. 

The last big trade tussle be- 
tween Washington and Beijing 
— over whether China’s most- 
favored-nation trade status was 
to be renewed despite what 
Washington saw as a bad re- 
cord on human rights — ended 
with a victory for Beijing. 


China to Lower 
Bond Yields 

Blo om berg Business Nen 

SHANGHAI —China’s 
deputy prime minister, Zhu 
Rongji, said Beijing would 
try to cod the feverish trad- 
ing in its bond futures by 
reducing the yields on stale 
bonds in the next few 
months, the official Chi- 
nese Business Times re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Mr. Zhu said the govern- 
ment would begin to drop 
special inflation premiums 
from the yields of treasury 
bonds, the newspaper said. 

He said the premiums 
were fueling speculation in 
bond futures and that con- 
tinued speculation could 
lead to losses of state assets. 
Beijing sold more than $10 
billion of bonds last year. 


Singapore Is Endorsed 
As WTO Conference Site 

The Associated Press 

SINGAPORE — Singapore has been overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed as the site for the World Trade Organization’s first 
ministerial conference, which is to be hdd by December 1996. 

Delegations from Asia, Lads America mid Europe at the 
WTO’s general council in Geneva agreed Tuesday that the 

conference to review progress in liberating global commerce 
should be held by one of the “Asian tigers," as some of the 
region's boonring economies are known. 


; of the Uruguay Round trade accords in 
forocco, in April But the United States later expressed 
opposition to Singapore's bid during the two coralnw’chs- 
pure over the lashing of an American teenager, Michael P. 
Fay, for vandalizing property in Singapore. 

“The United States believes the trade ministerial meeting 
ought to be hdd somewhere else,” the U.S. trade representa- 
tive. Mickey Kantor, said in May. 

Singapore expressed regret over Mr. KantoFs remari^ and 
[heM^^ofFodga Affairs said it would press its bid to 

E&old the conference. . . 

But the new US. ambassador to Singapore, Timothy A. 
O^^aS^b^he arrived in Septate “that for cost- 
SJSonwit reasons" Washington favored bolding major 

SS^^inS^onal bodies in the ones where they are 
The trade organization is to remain in Geneva. 

The United States, however, raised no objection at Tnes- 
iaJ?nS£g foCfcSeva, according to delegates present. 


Far East Bank Shares 
Rise 13% in Philippines 

Reuters' 

MANILA — Far East Bank 
& Trust Co. jumped nearly 13 
percent Tuesday, to 880 pesos 
(536), on the Philippine Stock 
Exchange after a single tirade of 
34,000 shares, brokers said. 

Philippine American Life In- 
surance Co. has reportedly ex- 
pressed interest in acquiring a 
5.75 percent stake in the 
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his prestigious two day conference will 
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discussion of world privatisation; its effects on 
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SPORTS 


Basketball Wriggles Under the Antics of ‘the New Barbarians 


By Ira Berkow 


ialeo Rose, the Denver rookie, recently 


,vw York Tin** Sema joined the dub when he blasted his coach, 

N ew yoRK Some have called them Dan Issef, during a time-out last month and 

“Petulant Prima Donnas." They like to said he would play any way be fell. 

“Tht» New Breed." And may- It wasn’t long after that that tssd 


call' themselves “The New Breed." And may 
be they’re nothing more than a version of an 
old tag known as “The New Barbanans. 
They are the handful-plus in the National 

Basketball As- — — y— 

wbo Vantage 


Point 


soaauon 
have created 
waves for man- 
agement, made 
coaches nauseated, disgusted some old-urn- 
ere— and even teammates —and given many 
fans a sour taste about the state of the game. 

They whine about the coach, they throw 
tantrums as well as chairs, they are recalci- 
trant about practice. Among them are Der- 
rick Coleman and Isaiah Rider and Scottie 
pjppen and Christian Laettner and Dennis 
Rodman and Chris Webber. 


Long after that that tssd retired as 
coach. And while he did not cite Rose as a 
reason, the belief is that the Roses of the 
world hastened his departure. 

A coach on a recent pro all-star team met 
one of these players for the first time at a 

g ractice and said, “I hadn't known him for 
ve minutes and I couldn't stand him.” 
Some believe, as the name of a recent rap 
video by Deion Sanders explained, “It Must be 
the Money" After all, to ooopt an 18th-century 
fine, they are rich beyond the dreams of a varied. 
The cunent Sports Illustrated article, which 
labeled these players prima donnas, also specu- 
lated that the discipline problems minor those 
of society, finding their kernel in the breakdown 
of the American family, more or less. 

But young people with questionable man- 


ners, in sports or out, are not a recent phenom- 
enon. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan once 
described what he called “the new barbarians." 

“2 remember reading some statistics from a 
Princeton demographer,” die senator told 
me. “He said that every society throughout 
history has been invaded by barbarians. Even 
The Barbarians were invaded by barbarians. 
He called that age group from 14 to 24 the 
barbarians. They are people who don’t know 
how to behave in society. And the older 
generations must go through a process of 
teaching them. The Chinese, the Germans, 
the Hindus, the Romans, the Huns. 

“So the problems for a society are either 
increased or decreased depending on the 
number of so-called barbarians." 

A ND WHILE BARBARIANS might be 
too strong a word for the general public 
in this regard, some coaches in fact call them 
worse. And shockingly enough, sometimes 
those perceived as barbarians — or at least 


the impudent young — may be correct in 
their attitudes. Magic Johnson, for example, 
as a second-year player with the Lakers, 
clashed with their coach, Raul Westhead, over 
basketball philosophy, and Johnson not only 
prevailed, but was proved right, too. • 

I have questions about the Webber- Don 
Nelson conflict that resulted in Webber's 
bring traded from Golden State to Washing- 
ton, and Nelson, the coach, winding up in the 
hospital with, among other things, a throb- 
bing headache. Webber, who comes from a 
tight-knit family background, sounded sin- 
cere and not like a jerk when Ire said the 
coach didn’t respect him. Coaches must al- 
ways be adapting, too. 

fnvari 
it comes 
or 

recently. “1 blame management. They’ve 
those guys get away with all kinds of stuff.” 
Frank Layden, the former coach and cur- 


rent president of the Utah Jazz, wondere if it 
didn’t all start with the NBA promoting l“ e 
Bad Boy” image of the Detroit Pistons a few 
years ago. “Then the University of Michigan 
players, who were down the road, picked it up 
— the trash wUring the sloppy uniforms, all 
that in-your-face stuff — and they have influ- 
enced an entire generation of young players." 

Get rid of them, or don't sign them, Lay- 
den advises. “I ihitik the fans would under- 
stand," he said. 

I think Layden is right and he is wrong. He 
is right that such action is a way to root out 
basketball barbarians. He is wrong that fans 
would embrace it 

When, for example, Pippen returned to the 



warm ovation. 

Makes one want to extend the definition of 
barbarians. 


Hornets and Spurs 
Lift Records to 11-4 


The Associated Press 

For the Charlotte Hornets 
and San Antonio Spurs, it was a 
month to remember. For the 
Golden State Warriors, it was 
one to forget. 

A 97-88 victory over Wash- 
ington on Tuesday night gave 
the Hornets an 1 1-4 record in 
January, the best month since 
the basketball franchise started 
play in 1988. The previous best 
was 10-4 last April. 

And with a 97-96 victory in 

NBA HIGHLIGHTS 

Sacramento, the Spurs also fin- 
ished the month 1 1-4. 

“In the early part of the sea- 
son we were trying to find our- 
selves, and over the last two 
months we’ve really put it to- 
gether,'’ said the Hornets’ guard 
Muggsy Bogues, who had 20 
points. 

Things keep falling apart for 
Golden State, who finished Jan- 
uary 2-11. The Warriors’ short 
roster — Latrell Sp rewell and 
Rony SeikaJy are injured, along 
with Ricky Pierce, Manute Bol 
and Chris Mullin — got even 
shorter when the rookie for- 
ward Clifford Rozier was sus- 
pended for missing a shoota- 
rotmd. 

Then the Warriors’ forward 
Tom Gugliotta went down with 
a bruised knee late in the first 
half against the Knicks, leaving 
only eight players to finish a 90- 
87 loss. 

“Here we go again." said Tim 
Hardaway, a guard. “We just 
have to deal with it" 

Golden State, which has lost 
139 player-games to injury or 
illness, used its 18th different 
starting lineup, with David 
Wood starting for Rozier and 
the rookie Dwayne Morton 
subbing for the All-Star player 


jing t( 
well. 


Sprewel 
Because his team was short- 
handed, the coach, Don Nel- 
son, abandoned the Warriors’ 
usual up-tempo style in favor of 
a slow game in which his team 
worked the clock. 


The strategy succeeded, and 
Golden State stayed in the 
game until a 3-pointer by Derek 
Harper with 23 seconds to go 
gave the Knicks the upper 
hand. 

Hornets 97, Ballets 88: Bo- 
gues led a balanced attack with 
20 points in Charlotte’s victory. 

The visiting Bullets missed 18 
of 24 3-point attempts. 

Spare 97, Kings 96: Dennis 
Rodman tipped in the rebound 
of David Robinson’s miss with 
8 seconds left, giving San Anto- 
nio its fourth straight victory. 

Rodman, who had 10 of his 
1 9 rebounds in the first quarter, 
finished with six points. Robin- 
son led the Spurs with 23, and 
Sean Elliott added 19. 

The Spurs have won 1 9 of 24. 

Mitch Richmond tied bis sea- 
son high with 33 points for Sac- 
ramento. which won its five pre- 
vious games at home. 

Rockets 86, Nuggets 74: Ha- 
keem Olajuwon’s 25 points and 
13 rebounds helped Houston 
send Denver to Its 10th road 
loss in 1 1 games. 

The Nuggets didn’t score in 
the final 4:26 of the first quarter 
and ran into another dry spell 
in the first 3:01 of the third 
period. 

Bids 119, Lakers 115: Chica- 
go made its first 10 shots of the 
second half to rally past Los 
Angeles, which lost for just the 
third time in 16 games at home 
in the Forum. 

Scottie Pippen led the Bulls 
with 34 points and 1 3 rebounds. 
B.J. Armstrong added 25 
points, and Toni Kukoc had 22 
on 8-for-Il shooting. 

Nick Van Exd, who led the 
Lakers with 27 points, also tied 
a career high with 16 assists. 

Bucks 107, Mavericks 105: 
Vin Baker had 20 points, and 
his 3-pointer with 18 seconds 
left gave Milwaukee a victory 
over Dallas. 

Glenn Robinson, the top 
pick in last summer's draft, 
scored a season-high 38 points 
as the Bucks sent the visiting 
Mavericks to their eighth 
straight loss. 



No. 3 Kansas Rallies 
Behind Irate Coach 


MUc Sejar.Raiim 

Patrick Ewing sneaked a pass by David Wood as the Knicks sneaked by the Warriors, 96-87. 

6 First-Timers Among NBA AUr Stars 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Six players, 
five from the Eastern Confer- 
ence, will make their All-Star 
debut in this month’s game in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Dana Barros of Philadelphia, 
Cleveland’s Tyrone Hill, Vin 
Baker of Milwaukee, Orlando’s 
Anfemee Hardaway and Grant 
Hill of Detroit wifi appear for 
the first time at an All-Star 
Cedric Cebafios of the 
Angeles Lakers wifi suit up 
for the West in his first trip to 
the nhdscason showcase, which 
will be played Feb. 12. 

“It’s kind of like the icing on 
the cake.” said Cebafios, a for- 
ward in his first year with the 
Lakeis and his fifth year in the 
league. *T get to eat the cake 
and then I get to have the Phoe- 
nix Suns’ icing on iL" 

Cebafios was traded from 
Phoenix to the Lakers prior to 
this season. Phoenix will be rep- 
resent at the game by the Suns 
coach, Paul Westphal, and by 


Charles Barkley and Dan Ma- 
jerle. 

“It’s pretty nice — espedi 
going back to Phoenix,” Cel 
los said. “At least HI know 
where to go when 1 get there. 
It’s a nice storybook that I'm 
reading now — to go back to 
Phoenix to play in the All-Star 
game with Westphal and Ma- 
jerle and Charles on the same 
squad again." 

Barros and Tyrone Hill were 
selected by the East coaches al- 
though their names did not ap- 
pear on the fans’ ballot 

“Obviously, it’s a great thrill 
for me," Barros said. “It’s a big 
surprise because coming into 
this year, I had no idea what I 
would be doing for this team, 
let alone how well I would or 
would nor play.” 

Grant Hill, a rookie, and 
Hardaway, a second-year 
guard, wfli be starters for the 
East in their All-Star debuts. 

Other reserves named Tues- 
day for the Eastern Conference 
were Patrick Ewing of New 


York, Alonzo Mourning and 
Larry Johnson of Charlotte and 
Joe Dumars of Detroit. 

Besides Cebafios, Karl Ma- 
lone and John Stockton of Utah 
were picked for the Western 
Conference team, along with 
Seattle’s Gary Payton and Det- 
Jef Sch rempf, San Antonio's 
David Robinson' and Mitch 
Richmond of Sacramento. 

The reserves were selected by 
the NBA head coaches. The 
starters were selected in fan bal- 
loting and were announced last 
week. 

Picked as West starters were 
Barkley and Shawn Kemp of 
Seattle at forward. Hakeem 

S uwon of Houston at center, 
Latrell SprcweU of Golden 
State and Majerle at guard. 

Voted to the East starting 
team were Grant Hill and Scot- 
tie Pippen of Chicago at for- 
ward, center Shaquifie O'Neal 
of Orlando, and Hardaway and 
Reggie Miller of Indiana at 
guard. 


The Associated Press 

Roy Williams got angry, then 
Kansas got going. 

Upset by the way Jayhawks’ 
were playing against Colorado, 
the normally c alm Kansas 
coach delivered a stem half time 
lecture Tuesday night. His 
third-ranked team responded 
with a 19-1 run and went on to 
beat the visiting Buffaloes, 99- 
77. 

“I told them we were posting 
up like third-graders, not being 
very aggressive, walking down 
the court,'* Williams said. 
“That’s not how we’re supposed 
to play, that’s not Kansas bas- 
ketball.” 

“We had already talked in 
the locker room before coach 
got there," said Sean Pearson, 
who led Kansas with 16 points. 
“Coach got in, said what he 
wanted to say, and we went out 
and did it” 

Williams was worried about a 
letdown after the Jayhawks 1 
easy weekend victory over No. 
4 Connecticut. His concern 
grew in the first half, when 
Kansas committed 1 1 turnovers 
and struggled to a 4-point lead. 

But 3-pointers by Jerod 
Haase and Billy Thomas helped 
the Jayhawks take command 
early in the second half. 

“They can turn a game 
around m seconds,” Colorado’s 
coach, Joe Harrington, said. 

Thomas, a freshman, scored 
a career-high 15 points as Kan- 
sas beat Colorado for the 18th 
time in 19 meetings. 

The Jayhawks held Colorado 
to 39 percent shooting, continu- 
ing their season-long streak of 
holding opponents under 50 
percent. 

Donnie Boyce scored 21 
paints for Colorado. The Buffs’ 
center, Ted Allen, played with a 
broken bone in his right wrist 
and scored only 12 points. 

No. 4 Connecticut 82, Miami 
57: Ray Allen made a school- 
record eight 3- pointers as Con- 
necticut bounced back from its 
first loss of the season. 

Alien was 8-for-I2 from long 
range and finished with 25 


points for the Huskies, who set 
a school-record with 13 3-point 
baskets. The Huskies were 3 for 
18 from long range in the 88-59 
loss to Kansas on Saturday but 
13 for 36 against Miami. 

UConn extended its home 
winning streak to 26 and won 
its 14th straight regular-season 

COLLEGE fflGHUGBTS 

Big East game, tying the record 
set by St John’s in 1984-85. 

No. 8 Arkansas 105, LSU 81: 
Both teams lost key players to 
injuries. 

LSU’s Randy Livingston, 
who leads the nation in assists, 
injured bis right kneecap in die 
first half. Arkansas’ Dwight 
Stewart, who has started 66 
games the past three years, left 
with a sprained right knee early 
in the second half. 

“We were playing with them 
until Randy Livingston went 
down," LSU coach Dale Brown 
said. *Thal was as big a Wow as 
we could have had. I had tears in 
my eyes when he went down." 


Negotiations 
Resumed in 
Baseball 

CorrqnledbyOvr Sutff Front Dispatches 

WASHINGTON Negoti- 
ations between the owners of 
the major league baseball teams 
and their sinking players were 
resumed Wednesday after a 40- 
day break, with a new proposal 
made by die owners. 

“We think it’s significant and 
we hope it will lead to a settle- 
ment," said tire Atlanta Braves’ 
president, Stan Kasten. 

One owner, however, told a 
union member that he doubted 
it was anything the players 
would find acceptable. 

The sides hadn’t met since 
Dec. 22, the day before the 
owners implemented their sala- 
ry cap. President Bill Clinton 
said Thursday the sides should 
resume bargaining, and threat- 
ened to ask his special media- 
tor, WJ. Usery, to present his 
own solution if an agreement 
wasn’t readied by Monday. 

But an overwhelming major- 
ity of Americans want Presi- 
dent Clinton and Congress to 
let the owners and players work 
out an agreement by them- 
selves, according to a Washing- 
ton Post-ABC News Poll. 

The survey also suggested 
that the owners are winning the 
battle for public support. 

A majority of those surveyed 
said the players make too much 
money, ag reed with the owners 
that a limit or “cap” on t eared 
payrolls was necessary, and 
supported the use of replace- 
ment players if the strike is not 
settled before the regular sea- 
son is to start in April. 

Forty-eight percent of those 
interviewed said they supported 
the owners, while 27 percent 
said they backed the players. 

Pro-owner sentiment was 
even stronger among those who 
described themselves as base- 
ball fans: more than half, 55 
percent, backed the owners; 28 
percent said they supported the 
players. (AP, WP) 


Shanahan Leaves the49ers 
For 7-Year Deal in Denver 

The Associated Press 

DENVER — Mike Shanahan, the San Francisco 49ers’s 
offensive coordinator, has signed a seven-year contract with 
the Denver Broncos as their head coach. 

Some 48 hours after the 49ers routed San Diego, 49-26, in 
the Super Bowl, Shanahan agreed to terms Tuesday night with 
the Broncos’ owner, Pat Bowlen, on a deal that is believed to 
be worth more than S7 million. 

“Deep down inside me, I always wasted this job.” said 
Shanahan, 42, who served for seven seasons as a Denver 
assistant and succeeds the fired Wade Phillips. 

Bowfen attempted to hire Shanahan two years ago to 
suoceed Dan Reeves. When they couldn’t agree on a contract, 
Bowlen turned to Phillips, whose 16-17 record in two seasons 
led to his dismissal on Dec. 29. 

John El way, the Broncos’ quarterback, said he was willing 
to restructure his contract to help the club sign key free 
agents. 

Elway. in Hawaii for Sunday's Pro Bowl, has two years left 
on a four-year deal for 5 1 93 million. 
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; Maradona Lives 
• Down to Image 

Agatce France-Pm se 

■ BUENOS AIRES — Diego Mara- 
dona, Enc Cantona’s hero, has up- 
staged the fiery Frenchman, joining his 
players m a street brawl against rival 

Maradona, now the manager of Rac- 
ing, was first ordered off the touchline 
after insulting the referee, Francisco La- 
mblina, during Monday night’s friendly 
match against Independiente. 

‘‘Referees just want to be in the lime- 

: light and make the front pages of the 
newspapers,” Maradona said later. 

After the match in Mendoza, Mara- 
dona and his players were involved in a I 
brawl with Independiente supporters, ! 
ope of whom needed hospital treat- 1 
menu 

Cantona, who attacked a fan last 
week, hailed Maradona as his hero on 
French television in January. 


Gaining Empathy for Tomba From Cantona’s Tantrum 


By Ian Thomsen 

Iruemaaonal Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — There are two ways at 
least of reacting to the disappointment 
of Alberto Tomba, who likely would have 
consummated his potential this week with 
a long-sought gold medal at the World 
Championships. 

You could decide that it’s all about 
money, and , 

no one of . 

Tomba’ s val- 

ue should be Thomsen I 

pitied. Who * 

cares if the business of his career ends 
without a World Championship? Grow up. 

Or you might wave away thin argument 
and concentrate on the achievements. Ev- 
ery performer goes through stages, and 
Tomba, at 28 near the end, seemed to be 
having one last go at the one missing piece 
of gold, symbolic gold. 

He had won all seven World Cup sla- 
loms this season and two of the four giant 
slaloms. Hie World Championships were 


going to be a celebration of him. more 
important than any of the exhibitions or 
award ceremonies which will come in later 
years: A rare chance to celebrate a champi- 
on at his sentimental best. Even those who 
believe it’s all about money might have 
been cheering him on. 

“I certainly can't say I've had good luck 
with the World Championships,” Tomba 
said after the event was postponed until 
February 1996 because of the dearth of 
snow in Sierra Nevada, Spain. “This year, 
with the form Tm in, it could really have 
been a good time. I felt like I could have 
won a medal. Fm very upset.” 

It’s the richest performers like Tomba 
who, ironically, do the most to take our 
minds away from the influence of money 
on sport Of course he fell in love with 
siding before there was ever any money in 
it for him. Then, probably, he found him- 
self performing for the money, weighing 
his effort agamst the income, deciding 
whether the hard work was worth his 
while. 


We can only guess. If so. it explains the 
disaster of a few years ago, when the public 
adoration turned agains t him because he 
suddenly was losing. You don’t hear 
Tomba complain about his fans: They’re 
crazy, they purport mixed-up values, but 
from their emotional kaleidoscope a true 
star can find sanity. Tomba went back to 
work and now be works hard because that 
is his responsibility. 

In soccer, the rival to Tomba really 
should have been Eric Cantona. He is 
strong and charismatic and brilliant, but 
last week the two of them were rivals in 
their misery. Cantona was undone by a 
different set of pressures. Tomba doesn’t 
train with teammates, and be performs 
alone, never tackled from behind. Cantona 
might have been suited better for that. 

There’s no point in rationalizing Can- 
tona’s blind decision to attack a fan last 
week in London. A lot is being made of a 
player who might hardly be remembered 
two generations from now. He was never 
going to be great. 


Talent is another thing entirely. No one 
in England or in his native France can 
match Cantona for talent, but, ultimately, 
he is like those fast horses who break down 
before extending themselves from race to 
race. He is Arazi; if you remember ArazL 
He is Hal Sutton, the U.S. champion who 
was going to dominate world golf a dozen 
years ago. Perhaps you’ve forgotten Hal 
Sutton. 

A S SENSATIONAL as has been Can- 
tona’s play, nothing can or will match 
the sensation of his outrageous attack. 
They may recall him where be played, but 
elsewhere he will become that mad 
Frenchman and, in 20 years, after more 
stars have come and gone, it will be no easy 
thing to make a convincing argument of 
his will. 

In the meantime, people talk about re- 
turning Cantona to Manchester United in 
time for a European run next season, but 
no one is willing to discuss his most glaring 
need. He needs counseling. Maybe that’s 


an American panacea, but more obvious 
than his talent is the fact that Cantona 
cannot fawHla the pressures. Drunks don’t 
just stop drinking. In the “Pulp Fiction” of 
Western society, he is a hero because he 
has produced more tantrums than tro- 
phies. 

So the big story last week was Cantona, 
but it should have been Tomba. Cantona’s 
fame will be shortlived. Better to concen- 
trate on those who endure. Now I hope 
that Tomba will continue to win through- 
out next season, to finish his career with 
the World Championships. For a while 
there I was cynical about mm as a money- 
making machine. Money and self -promo- 
tion have always seemed the goal for 
Tomba. Then Eric Cantona made me real- 
ize bow easily Tomba might have collapsed 
a few years ago. If the main goal were just 
money, then Cantona would never have 
risked his income as he did last week. 
Money and fame are the influences that 
drive one man crazy and another to mod- 
em greatness. 


Grand Prix 
Races Are 
Rescheduled 

Compiled by Our Staff From Dapacka 
PARIS — The Pacific Grand 
Prix, scheduled for April 16 in 
Aida, Japan, was postponed 
Wednesday because of the re- 
cent earthquake, and a new 
1995 Formula One calendar 
\ was issued. 

. $ • Although the Aida track suf- 
fered no damage, the bullet- 
train lines serving the site were 
damaged. Railway officials said 
it will take four to five months 
to get the lines fixed, and the 
race was rescheduled for Oct 
-22 — a week before the Japa- 
nese Grand Prix at Suznka. 

Under the schedule released 
Wednesday by world motor 

r tfs governing body , HA, 
Argentine Grand Prix, orig- 
inally scheduled as the first race 
of the season on March 12, will 
be postponed to April 9. 

The season instead will open 
March 26 with the Brarinan 
, Grand Prix, although both 
. South American races still de- 
■ pend on final approval of the 
1 tracks after safety inspections. 

Officials were scheduled to 
' inspect the Buenos Aires rircuit 
* Tbnrsday and Friday to deter- 
• ming whether it met interna- 
■ tionai standards.' 

• The San Marino Grand Prix 
on April 30 and the Italian 
"1 Grand Prix at Monza on Sept 
£< 10 also are subject to track ap- 
^provaL 

The 1995 Formula One cal- 
' endar issued Wednesday: 

• March » — Brazil ton Grand Prix. intarto- 
oo^r Soo Paolo * 

Aprs Argenflra Grand Prtx, Burns Atow* 

■ April 30 — Son Manna Grand Prix, imata 
Italy ■ 

May M — Spanish Grand Prix, Barcelona 
May a — Monaco Grind Prix, Monte Carlo 
Jin 11 — Canadian Grand Prix, Montreal 
July 3 — French Grand Prix. Mngnv-Gwra 
July 16 — BrUUh Grand Prtx, Sftmntana 
July 38— German Grind Prtx, Hodcenhntm 
AW- 13 — - Hwworton Grand Prix, Budapest 
(reserve race) 

AW- 27 — Belgian Grata Prtx. Sm-Francor- 
ehomw 

Sept. M — Holton Grand Prix. Moras - 
Sent. M — Portuguese Grand Prix. Estoril 
Oct. 1— European Orand Prtx, Nuerburgrlng. 

Qe nw py 

OdL 22— PaeWc Grand Prtx. AWo. japan “ 
Oct 39 — Japanese Grand Prix. Suzufca 
Mov. 12 — Australian Grand Prtx, Adelaide 
• * subtod to cfrcutl approval 
-tablect to fin al uon Dc mottcn by Japanese 
Mo tart ne Federation. 

(AP, Reuters) 
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MBA Standings 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ANOMIC DMNea 

W L Pet OB 

Octaido »l - 

New York 28 W Iff » 

Boston W 26 JB1 IK* 

New Jersey V 7f J7D lTfc 

Miami 14 28 333 20*t 

PhUadeWita 1 3 31 279 23 

Wah ingion 11 2» X75 aavs 

Central Dteteloo 

Charlotte 7J M 63 - 

Cleveland 31* Al* Vk 

Indiana W 17 SB 2 

Chicago 22 21 JR * 

AttlXlta 19 24 AO 8 

MBwaufcee 17 26 J95 M 

Detroit 14 26 JN mb 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
W ktwtrf PhrfMflO 

W L Pet OB 

Utah 33 16 J87 — 

San Antonio 3 14 ABO Sfr 

Houston 3 IS AM 6 

Denver » 23 A52 13to 

Dallas MB JW M 

Minnesota 10 32 23 1 J» 

PacMc Dhrtstan 

Phoenix " 34 ? 391 — 

Seattle » 11 J2S 39* 

LA. Lakers 26 M . ABO 

Sacramento 24 J8 571 7V4 

Portland 22 I* J37 IT 

Golden State 12 3 300 30% 

LA. Clippers 7 37 .157 27ft 

TUESDAY'S RESULTS 
Getden State BUB B-B 

New York U IS 29 S-N 

G: Wood 6*11 STB 11 Hardaway Ml MB; 
N: Ewina 8-15 3-4 IP. Harper M3 R»- 
baaed*— Golden State 52 (Alexander n). New 


York 42 (Swing UKAssts U Gu lde n Sluf e 17 
IHordcmav 71. New 'Tar* 27 (Starts U. 
CfearMte BBS ts-*7 

Wa Nd aBea saw n-m 

C: Booties 10-21 DO 20. Hawkins 5-12 64 17; 
W: Cherny MS 2-2 23. Oann 6-15 4-4 18. 
Rotwnrti CtartotloB ( Hawkins 11). Wash- 
ington 52 (Muresan m.Aseh**— Charlotte 26 
(Johnson S), VR Uh l o n w (Sidle* 7). 
Dallai B 21 27 26—185 

MBwaakce 21 31 21 33—107 

D; Mastturn SW2 M 24, Jackson 10-20 64 
26; Rodman 17-3 1-1 3L Baker B-15 24 2a 
Rehoaade— Dada*54 (WUItams IS). Milwau- 
kee 43 (Baker W. Asdstt— DaDas 3 tYfU- 
Saras 6). Milwaukee 21 (MordocJc 7). 
Beaver 14 » 2# 20-74 

Haastan >4 22 25 15-44 

D: Rosen F-16 24 23. BWlUiaras 640412. 
H-. Otahmen 12-22 V3 2S, Thorpe 64 34 15. 
RetaeMB— Denver 58 CMatomOo 73). Hous- 
ton 48 (Otaluwan 13). Assisi* De n v er » 
(Roger* 5 ), Houston 2t (Cassell 18). 
aicogo 31 21 V 28-11* 

LA. LOken II 36 21 36—115 

C: Kufcoc ft-Tl 44 22. Pfppen 12-21 HO 34. 
Armstrong Ml 6-1825; L: Camtaefl *-M 54 
2L Cetxeios *-14 24 21. Jams 8-M M 20. Van 
ExelM77-W27.Rotatiad»-ailcngDS2(Ptl> 
pen 13), Us Angeles 52 (Dlvoc OT. Assists— 
CMcoao » (Kuknc Plppcn*), Us Angles 38 
(Vtxi Exel 16). 

SOB AOtoato 14 27 » 26—17 

Sacnanenta 24 25 28 S-M 

SJl: Elliott M2 M 19. Robtason 6-23 T7-16 
23; 5: Richmond 12-24 68 3X Webb 56 2-2 )1 
Betanul*— San AntoafciRMRo^nan 19), Sac- 
ramento 54 {Groat 12). Assists— Son Antmto 
t* (Johnson 8). Socramento » Wet* *1. 

NBA AW-Star Gmne Rosters 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Starters 

Grant HHI, F« Detroit 
Seattle Ptopen, F. CMomo 
Shoaollle OWeal. C. Orlonao 


a atorxwe Haraoway. G, Ortenda 
Reggie Miner. G, indtana 
Reser ve* 

Via Baker. F. MUwcukee 
Oaaa Barra*. G, PWtadetonta 
Joe Domcrs. F. Detratt 
Patrick Ewing. C New York 
Tyrone HUt F, Cleveland 
Larry Johnson. F, Charlotte 
Mourning. C Charlotte 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Starters 

Charles Barkley. F. Phoenix 
Shawn Kemv F. Scrdtto 
Htdcoern Ototwwon, C Homtoo 
LatrrHI SsrewelL G. Golden Slate 
Dan MOlerle. G, Phoenix 
Re e er v t* 

Cedric Cebaltas. F, LA. Lokrrs 
Karl Malone, F. Utah 
Gary Payton, G, Seattle 
Mltcn Richmond. G, Sacramento 
David Robinson, C, Son Antonio 
Dattet Setorenwt, F, Seattle 
John Stockton. G. Utah 
Game la be etarnd Feb. 12 to Phoenix. 

Top 25 College Results 

ftow the tap 25 teams In The Amodated 
PrasS* nears college baUetoaa pell farad 

Kansas 06-1541 beat Colorado (16-7, 1-5) 
96-77. Nmct-. «. No. 1 1 Iowa State, saturdav ; 4, 
Coime client (16-L 64) beat Mloml (64.34) 86 
57. Next: at 5». John’s. Saturday; t, Artcansca 
(174.63) heat LSU (167,63) 10541. Next: a) 
Mtetostowl State, Saturday. 

Other Major College Scores 


Boston College 74, Pittsburgh « 
Contotos 89, Niagara 75 
Maine 71 Dartmouth 68 
New Hampshire 7X Harvard 64 
Rkter 77, FOtrtelgh Diektinon 66 
SI Fronds. NY 17, rote 77 


SOUTH 

Alcorn SL H Tauaatoo 84 
Old Do mi nion M, Sait Carol I no 66 
MIDWEST 
Bradley 71 Drake 55 
Purdue 71 Indiana 66 

SOUTHWEST 

GrambUna 5L 71 ArtL-PIne Btutt 77 
Tom ASM 7k Southern Metn. 60 
FAR WEST 

Boise St. 77. Cal paty-SLO 68 


C- •! r' : ?. S.-V -’-v'' . C;%y : 


NHL Standings 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ABonttc Dtvi*ion 



W 

L 

7 Pte OF GA 

N.Y. 1 Mender* 

3 

2 

1 

7 

17 

17 

Fits too 

J 

4 

0 

6 

17 

20 

Tonga Bov 

3 

3 

0 

6 

18 

18 

PMkxtetoNa 

2 

4 

1 

5 

14 

21 

N.Y. Rangers 

2 

4 

8 

4 

15 

13 

Hem Jersey 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

II 

Washington 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

14 

ttarttaart 

Dteteton 




Pittsburgh 

5 

8 

0 

10 

23 

15 

Quebec 

5 

a 

6 

10 

22 

7 

Buffalo 

3 

2 

1 

7 

15 

15 

Boston 

3 

2 

a 

6 

t 

4 

Montreal 

2 

2 

l 

S 

12 

12 

Hartford 

1 

2 

3 

4 

10 

» 

Ottawa 

a 

3 

2 

2 

12 

20 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Dhrltiea 


CROSSWORD 



W 

L 

T Pte OF GA 

Detroit 

5 

1 

0 

w 

25 

13 

SL Louts 

4 

2 

0 

> 

27 

15 

Toronto 

3 

2 

1 

7 

14 

M 

CMcoao 

3 

3 

0 

6 

28 

16 

Daft* 

2 

2 

1 

5 

12 

9 

Winnipeg 

1 4 1 

PacBIc DhrtNoe 

3 

15 

21 

San Jaw 

4 

) 

0 

8 

14 

n 

Anaheim 

3 

3 

0 

6 

14 

22 

Calgary 

2 

2 

1 

5 

15 

15 

Edmonton 

2 

4 

D 

4 

15 

23 

Vancouver 

I 

3 

I 

3 

10 

ZT 

Las AooeJe* 

1 

A 

1 

3 

16 

22 


ACROSS 

a Links org. 
5Holte« 

to Support 
i* Speech fumbles 
tBChartotrs eager 


tEMHch Miller's 
instrument 
t7 Bandleader 

Ednuindo 
is Mr. Kosygin 

is ‘Lean “(BiH 

Withers Wt) 


20 The Smothers 
Brothers, e.g. 

2t Alice's 
restaurant 

22 Make hand over 
fist 

24 Open 

28 Botiom-flne 
amount 

28 “Odyssey' 
enchantress 


73 “Citizen Kane* 
studio 


i For the outlook, 
look out for his 
lookout! 
aLostinUDe 
3 What 1 -Down Is 
« Hobnob 
a Shock 


ar 

Emirates 




■ ill 


" “For infnmwHon on how 
h> win jour freu . 

Emirates 


'mm-jmmizm 

iBoina Qnaaaa aaa 
Bt3HB nnaaan naa 
iHmncaasaGiaaa aaa 
ana dhq nano 
HinciB aaaaaa 
incanaaQ aasaiaa 
shhq QHGinaa aaa 
laHiaQa ana aaaaia 
[QOL3 □□□aaa anaa 

ujaao 

□□□a aaa saa 
man QsaaQHQaaaa 
□□a asacjaa aaaa 
□□□ aaanaa aaaa 


ESCORTS A GUIDES 


BELGRAVIA 

ORCHIDS 

ttMXM PARS G04EVA BJBCH 


UK 071 589 5237 


NTBtNATIONAL BCORTS 

Sandx-VMcMs 

Tet nttiS-ntoN** rark, USA 
Mep* CmSt Cenb Ataftod 


LONDON'S N0.1 ESCORT 

3 StoxAAcxmSt. London W1 

AOBtcran 2530090 


FAB EASTERN COW ECnON 

Ewart AgmcrOwRCwtfaWokoM 

TH. L0600N 071 589 2070 


LONDON BRAZHIANEwrl 

5erwo» 07) 77i 55S7/91 - oeot axis 


CHBSEA ESCORT SBWKX- 
Beaudnvp Pbce, Loaded SW3. 
Tefc Wl-584 6513 


Team New Zealand Edges 
Nippon in Best Race Yet 


Aior Dedal/ Ronos 

PASSING SHOTS — RBdmel SfM* (!rft) and Boris Becker were stfll going Ifaeir own ways Wednesday at practice in 
Karlsruhe for Germany’s Davis Cnp matches against Croatia. The World Group competition gets underway on Friday. 


Compiled by Our Staff Fran Dapatdta 

SAN DIEGO — Peter Blake 
and Team New Zealand, after 
battling Makota Namba's Nip- 
pon afl the way around the 
course, eked out a victory in the 
most intense race to date at the 
America's Cup trials. 

“It was a fantastic race,” said 
Russell Coutts, Team New Zea- 
land’s helmsman. “If there are 
more races Hie that in the 
America’s Cup we will all be 
exhausted.” 

The Kiwis, with Tuesday’s 
victory in the second-round se- 
ries, ran thdr record to 8-0 in 
the Louis Vuitton Cup etimina- 
tion t rials. 

Nippon beat Team New Zea- 
land across the starting tine by 
19 seconds after furious pre- 
start maneuvering, and main- 
tained the lead until the second 
upwind leg. 

Team New Zealand then 
proved faster upwind and led at 
the second windward mark be- 
fore losing time downwind, when 
Nippon again took control. 


■Ota: B t04-5— 23L N J. 9-12-7—28. Oooltex: 8. 
Ha**. NJ- Bftxteur. 

Mo ntr e al 1 § ■— 1 

Tampa Bay S 8 1-4 

FbH Period: T-Zaatuner 1 (Poesctak. Bu- 
raou); T-HmrBk 2 (Bradley): M-Oanv 
ghousse 3 (LeOalr): (pp>. T-Oratton 1 
(Kltma. Chambers); Secoad Ported: Non- 
O-Thtod Ported: T-TOcker 3 (Hamrllk, Bt»- 
roou); ( en >. Shots oa goal ;M 5-1 23— 2a T 16-7- 
7— 38. Gotolas: M. Roy. T, Puppo. 

N.Y. tofoodera 8 2 2-8 

Florida 1 8 8—1 

FlrW Period: F Barnes a (Lomakin); Sacaad 
Ported: K.Y.- Thomas 2 (TUraooa La- 
Ctxmce); (pp). N.Y.-Turgeon 3 (Malakhov. 
Loehanco); IppI.TWW Period: N.Yj-Thomas 
3 (Turgoon); (pp). N-Y.-Hogae 3 (Ferraro); 
N.Y.-Ferraro 2 (Vasfce. Flattev); State oa 
goal: N.Y. 8-7- 15-31. F 654-14. GoaUes: 
N.Yv McLennan. F, Fmptdrtck. 

A n o tahu 8 T 1-S 

SiLoate 2 5 8-9 

Ftad Ported: SL-CrrtOMon s. 5L-HuO 5 (Jan- 
nor. Hkkanon); Secoad Ported: A-J. Sacco 3 
(Kartva)SL-Shanahani (Zombo);SL.-Lapor- 
rteru 1 tauten Hander); SL-TlUcanen 2 
( JamorJMocliinh) ; SL-MIUor l (Lapcrrlore, 
Sorteant); SL-TUUtanen 3 (Ha0>; Ishl-TMrd 
Mod: A-Ultey 2 (Van Alton wnitams); 
(op). State an oval: A 674-^18. SX. 17-17- 
13-47. Ooanes: A. Hobart, Shtatankov. SJL, 
SrrJront 


FIRST TEST 

Tlmixin w r to. Paktohm. 2d Day 
Wednesday, to Horan 
Zimbabwe IN Snritau: 5444 (declared) 
Pakistan IN I mi togs: si-1 


TUESDAY'S RESULTS 
PhBadrfphto 2 8 8—4 

Quebec 2 1 2-8 

Ftrti Period: O-Young 1 (RkxH; P4Jn*w3 
(Renberg); P-Beranek 1 (Yushkevlch, Ren- 
bera); O-Sauc 3 (LeechyNiyn); (sh)Secoed 
Period: Q-Knm» (Sohlc. Rkxl); (nnl.TMrd 
Period: OCtar* 2 (Saklc. LttxJrrshvnJ; Q- 
Kiudo 2 (SaklO; (pp). State ee goal: P 7-4 
6—22. 0 tO-lMl- 31. Gordies: P, Hextadl a 
FtoN. 

BMfato 1 8 8-1 

New Jersey 1 8 1—2 

fust Ported: N_).-Goartn l (Stevens. Bra- 
dear); (pp). B-Mav 2 (Svabodo, Baocher); 
(pp)Jecond period: Nane.TMrd Period: 
N_L -Guerin 1 (Petasa. Atoelln); Shots ee 


DALLAS— Stoned George A«cCkwt guard- 
terwo ta to a todov unit rod. 

GOLDEN STATE— Suspended CtBlard Ro- 
zier.torviaru lor one game tor rrdsslngsracltee. 

LA. LAKERS— Acttvatod Sedate Threatt. 
guard, from the Inlured itsL Placed Sam Bow 
J* center, an the Jnlured flat Signed Kurt 
Rombte, torword, to olfrdoy contract. 

FOOTBALL 

wo n — a t r eo mni i i — u 
DENVER— Named Mike Shaneban cooch. 
DETROIT— Named Frank Novak special 
tram coach. Reassigned Sion Kazsr, spo- 
daf teams cooch. to Mata ends coach and 
attenstve wsHtont . 

GREEN BA Y . Ho m ed Steve Sktwell Ine- 
backers coach. Reassigned Bob Vulesente. 
I l neba Ue rs caodw to detensl v e bocks coach 
NEW ORLEANS— Named JlmHeatettltap- 
boc ke r coach. 


Nippon’s failure to cover on 
the last upwind leg handed the 
lead to Team New Zealand, 
which won by a mere 12 sec- 
onds despite an all-out jibing 
duel on the run to the finish 
tine. 

Team New Zealand, which is 
sailing its second boat, flew a 
protest flag from the start in its 
c ontinuing argument that Nip- 
pon has violated the two-boat 
rule. An international jury, on 
Saturday night, had dismissed a 
protest based on the same alle- 


In another challengers’ race, 
oneAustralia, skippered by 
John Bertrand, beat Marc Pa- 
jot’s France 2. 

The French team used its sec- 
ond boat for the first time, but 
Pajot’s new yacht did not dem- 
onstrate the anticipated im- 
provement in speed over the 
first-generation boat that was 
so ineffective in round one. 

But Harold Cudxnore, coach 
to France 2, said he was not too 
disappointed. 


SIDELINES 


“It was satisfactory,” be said. 
“We went round two marks 
ahead. We fed we can build on 
this. We are going to struggle to 
learn what we have to, but by 
round three we win be more 
competitive.” 

Rioja de Espana, skippered 
by Pedro Campos, lost its 
e^htb race in a row, to Syd 
Fischer’s Sydney 95, which 
showed good speed to win by 2 
minutes, 14 seconds. 

On the defenders’ course, a 
victory by Dennis Conner’s 
Stars & Stripes over the all- 
women’s Arnerica3 team skip- 
pered by Leslie Egnot gave 
Conner possession of the top 
spot in the standings with seven 
points, two more than the idle 
Young America team. 

Stars & Stripes led from the 
start and led comfortably 
through mil. America3 issued a 
protest over a Stars & Stripes 
crewm an being sent aloft to 
look for wind Tate in the race, 
but a jury rdected that protest 
Tuesday night. ( Reuters, AP) 


m Horse Trainer Boutin Dies of Cancer 

^ PARIS (AP) — Francois Boutin, one of France’s all-time great 
am- horse trainers, who won 1,881 races during a career that spanned 
^ three decades, died of cancer Wednesday at a Paris-area hospital. 
bo- He was 58. 

M * , ‘ Boutin, based in the French racing capital of Chantilly, 45 
i_j kilometers north of Paris, trained such champions as La Lagune, 
8-i Nonoalco, Nureyev. River Lady, Miesque, Arazi and East of the 
^ Moon, and won virtually every major French prize, 
hov. Diagnosed with liver cancer in 1993, be continued to work, 
rising at 5:30 each morning to watch his horses’ early morning 
[°£ gallops through the Chantilly foresLA fanner’s son from Nonnan- 
i>s: dy, Boutin was an accomplished trotting- race driver and amateur 
^ nder who also competed in show-jumping and cross-counuy 
i -9 events before becoming a trainer. 

■*> Swiss Skier Accola, Coach Injured 

VEYSONNAZ, Switzerland (AFP) — Swiss skier Paul Accola 
hm was rushed to a hospital here Wednesday after colliding with a 
coach, Fritz Ztiger. 

5 j_j Accola, the 1992 World Cup winner, was reported to have torn 
ligaments and damaged his right knee cartilage after hurtling into 
ZOger at full speed. Zflger had seven ribs broken. 

® For the Record 

Jos6 Maria Obzfibal will be tumble to play golf for at least a 
month foDowing surgery in Barcelona on a malformed big toe; but 
is expected to defend Ms Masters title in April (AP) 

Shi Moe BarbagBa, 19, of Milan, was arraigned in Genoa, Italy, 

■ on charges of murdering Vincenzo Spagnolo, 24, during a fight 
before the AC Milan-Genoa soccer match. (AP) 

The sale of the Oakland Athletics, by Walter Haas Jr. to 
developers Steven Schott and Kenneth Hofmann for a reported 
$85 milli on, was unanimously approved by city and counuy 
^ officials; the sale now goes to major league team owners for final 

ocrtL &P |frJoLn Smith, 74, chairman of the Liverpool soccer club from 
1973-1990, daring which time it won 4 Champions’ Cups, 1 UEFA 
Cup, 10 league tides, 3 FA Cups and 4 League Cups, has died of 
cancer, the team announced. (AP) 


Quotable 


• Tom Osborne, Nebraska’s football coach, on finally winning 
a national champ ionship after years of frustrating bowl losses: "A 
miracle has happened. Iam deemed now somewhat intelligent. It’s 
now smart to run up the middle. It’s now considered genius to 
change quarterbacks.” 


INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFIED 


(Continued From Page 7) 


BJTE Escort Agency 

hCW YO* aTY: I -80(74644667 



ZUKH - MBS - MONACO 
AMETHYSTEJal Bcort/Tratol Swviot 
Oil SWTTZBtLAf© 0894)0 22 59. 


fecort Serna & Daw DotaL 
Ttlc 631 63 36 or 631 06 41 


MADID HARMONY beat & Guide 
Sows Deutek & Entah (Motm 
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art buchwald 


The Foxhole Fallacy 


W ASHINGTON — H 
there’s one thing guaran- 
teed to make a woman really 
tnaH, it’s being told that she can t 
stay in a foxhole for more than 
30 days because she will develop 
infections, plus the fact that she 
lacks the upper 
body strength 
needed to re- 
main in a good 
fighting state. 

This is 
something I 
found in Newt 
Gingrich’s 
“Little Red 
Book" which 
all us conser- Buchwald 
va lives have to 

carry around with us. Newt told 
the class be teaches at Georgia's 
Reinhard College that men are 
different from women when it 
comes to fighting because men 
were like piglets — you just 
drop them in a ditch and they 
roll around in (he mud. 

□ 

Now I’m aoi whistling Dixie 
here. This comes straight from 
the horse's mouth. 

Newt also said that women 
are better on cruisers and in 
airplanes because they don't get 
fidgety sitting for long periods 
of time like men do. Men, and 
this is his quote, “rather than sit 
down prefer to go out and hunt 
giraffes.” 

The speaker may have a good 
point in case we get into anoth- 
er war like Desert Storm. But by 
being frank about their weak- 
nesses he has distressed a large 
segment of the female popula- 
tion, particularly those who do 
Jane Fonda aerobics. 

My friend Molly read the arti- 
cle and said, “Son of a b — " 
(using the same word Connie 
Chung heard with her own ears 
on TV). “It’s not a question of 
whether or not a woman could 
remain in a foxhole for 30 days, 
but why would any sane person 
want to?” 

I said. “Maybe Newt thought 



we would be fighting the 
French and Indian War again.” 

Molly declared, “HI wager 
my upper body strength against 
Newt’s any day of the week. 1*11 
even arm-wrestle him in the caf- 
eteria of Boys Town.” 

“I don't imagine that you're 
buying this line about women 
getting diseases much easier 
than men?" 

*Tm sure that Newt got his 
information from the same doc- 
tors who work for the tobacco 
companies and who claim that 
you can't get sick from cigarette 
smoke." 

□ 


“Do you think that Gingrich 
is wrong on everything?” 

“No. not everything. He 
might be right about men being 
like little piglets. You throw 
them in a ditch and they love to 
roll around." 

“Have you ever seen them do 
it?" 

“No, but my sister Shirley is 
in the Marine Corps and she 
sees it all the time." 

“I don’t understand that if 
what he says about physiologi- 
cal differences between the 
sexes is true, why would he 
make it public? If Castro finds 
out what sex we are going to put 
in combat, he’ll have the mili- 
tary advantage.” 

□ 


{ continued, “Now there is 
one more subject I would like to 
cover. When men get itchy, do 
they really like to go out and 
shoot giraffes?" 

“Of course they do. Giraffes 
aren't that hard to waste if you 
have a good semiautomatic." 

“Molly, you’re a good citizen. 
Does this affect the way you see 
Gingrich not just as speaker of 
the house but as No. 3 in line 
for the presidency?” 

“Not at all. I can’t thinlc of 
anyone else in America who 
knows more about how a wom- 
an's body works in a foxhole. It's 
too bad we didn’t find this out 
before our boys went to Haiti” 


An Adventurer’s Life: Always New Heights 


By Roderick Conway Morris 

[lUemational Herald Trthme 

S ULDEN, Italy — Rein hold 
Messner spent his 26th birthday 
lying in a Munich clinic. Several weeks 
before, he and his brother Gdnther, 
having been invited to join a German 
expedition, had reached the summit 
of Nanga Parbat in Kashmir. During 
the descent, amid continual ava- 
lanches, Messner lost contact with 
GOnther, who was never seen again. 

The South Tirolese climber combed 
the mountain for two days and nights 
searching for GOnther. By the time 
Messner literally crawled, and was fi- 
nally carried by mountain farmers, 
back, to civilization, he was so badly 
frost-bitten that he lost half a dozen 
toes, and was lucky not to lose several 
fingers. When he emerged from the 
clinic he was penniless and, in his own 
words, “a cripple." 

“It was dear that I would never be 
able to climb again,” said Messner. 
“For practical reasons, because of the 
amputations 1 bad undergone, but 
also for psychological reasons. But af- 
ter a while I realized that by staying at 
home and continuing to try to study 
for a profession — I was doing archi- 
tecture at Padua University at the 
time — I could not bring my brother 
back to life again He was dead. . 

“So I went back to what was my real 
life before, my life as an adventurer. 
Because, by then, it was too late — that 
was my life I could have become an 
unhappy and unsuccessful architect — 
but there were already plenty of unhap- 
py and unsuccessful architects.** 
Within a decade, Messner was the 
first (with Peter Habeler) to climb 
Everest without oxygen and, soon af- 
ter, the first to scale the mountain 
solo. By the mid- 80s he had become 
the first to scale all 14 of the world's 
8,000-meter (26.250-fool) peaks — all 
without oxygen. Having crossed Ant- 
arctica and Greenland, unsupported, 
Messner, who last September cele- 
brated his 50th birthday (perhaps, 
when one studies the history of his 
hair-raising exploits, his most improb- 
able achievement of all), is due to set 
off at the b eginning of March on what 
he reckons wifi be the biggest chal- 
lenge of his career — crossing the pack 
ice and ice barriers of the Arctic 
Ocean (with his doctor-brother Hu- 


bert) from the New Siberian Islands to 
Cape Columbia in Canada via the 
North Pole, “by fair means,” without 
any air support, food depots or exter- 
nal assistance. 

By the time Messner came on the 
scene, the world’s highest peaks had 
been conquered, but no climber of 
previous generations could have con- 
ceived that a single individual would 
be able to scale every one of them in a 
lifetime. But then nobody before 
Messner — who was born into a fam- 
ily of nine children in a tiny mountain 
village in the Italian South Tirol, and 
had no prospect of raising the massive 
sums required by earlier Himalayan 
expeditions — imagined that it might 
be possible to tackle these giants in 
what Messner has called “alpine- 
style” ascents. 

“Everest was climbed, so it was not 
important to go there any more, to 
climb it again and again," be said. 
“What was interesting was to see 
whether it was possible to climb it 
without oxygen. Because, as 1 came to 
realize, if you could, expeditions 
would be far less expensive. Doing 
Everest solo, or in a two-man or three- 
man team would cost peanuts. 

“Before you needed a lot of money, 
a lot of time and faced huge logistical 
problems, with dozens of porters, 
moving tons of material. The good 
weather time is very short, and the 
more material you have, the more peo- 
ple on the expedition, the chances of 
reaching the summit get less and less.” 

The medical establishment, howev- 
er, was unanimous in arguing that 
spending extended periods at high al- 
titude without oxygen would lead to 
permanent brain damage. “I could not 
be sure, but I did not believe that this 
was true,” Messner said. “I knew that 
a British climber, Colonel Norton, 
had gone up to nearly 29.000 feet in 
1924. He approached the summit of 
Everest, though he didn't reach it. 
without suffering any ill effects — and 
lived to be an old man. And I person- 
ally had done three 8,000-meter peaks 
without oxygen. I did noi feel perfect, 
but 1 knew that 1 could go higher." 

Although triumphantly proving con- 
ventional medical wisdom incorrect, 
Messner has nonetheless had some ex- 
traordinary experiences along the way: 
“On Nanga Parbat in 1970. I had a 
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Remhold Messner at his museum. 

dear out-of-body experience. I had the 
feeling that ! could see my own body 
rolling down the mountain. 1 was flying 
above myself — maybe six or seven 
meters above — and I could observe 
every move 1 was making. And it was a 
very painful moment when 1 came into 
my own body again.” 

“Yet I think these hallucinations 
are logical things,” he said. “If you go 
for days and days at high altitude, 
exposed io the limits of your endur- 
ance, you begin io seek out other hu- 
man beings. The main difficulty is not 
the lack of oxygen, not the climbing, 
the cold, ihe storms — but to be so far 
away from other human beings. And, 
in reality, human beings should not be 
up there, and we know it when we are 


up there. So we create others, or even 
see ourselves, so that for an hour or 
two we are not entirely alone. And 
these visions help us to survive.” 

The chances of being alone in some 
places in the Alps, Himalayas and oth- 
er ranges where once Messner wan- 
dered alone or in the company of one 
or two fellow climbers have, alas, seri- 
ously dimin ished. Peaks that could be 
climbed 50 years ago by fewer than 20 
mountaineers, he said, are now accessi- 
ble to several thousand. The result has 
been the despoliation of once virgin 
wilds — on the slopes of Everest alone 
there are thousands of tons of discard- 
ed oxygen bottles and other refuse. 

In response, Messner has set up an 
international organization Mountain 
Wilderness, aimed at preserving re- 
mote landscapes and encouraging 
climbers to leave the places they visit 
as they found them. He hopes too to 
set an example by his own practices. 

Messner now combines his life as 
adventurer with that of a farmer (he is 
particularly proud of a new breed of 
rattle he is developing, by crossing yaks 
and Scottish Highland cattle, able to 
live outside all year round, which could 
make very high alpine farms economi- 
cally viable). He has also bought and 
restored, in the village of Sulden. an old 
building where local mountain guides 
used to wait to take well-heeled ama- 
teur climbers on excursions in the sur- 
rounding peaks, and turned it into a 
angular and annua m » museum, illus- 
trated by more than 100 pieces from his 
own collection. 

The museum’s central theme is “the 
gulf between thought and deed to be 
found in even the best mountaineers.” 

Now considering himself “a walker 
rather than a climber,” Messner said: 
“I’m not an ambitious climber any 
more — and anyway, Fm too old to 
compete. But I am not running out of 
possible adventures, only running out 
of time.” 

He does not pretend to be without 
apprehensions about his 1,250-mile 
(2.000-kilometer) polar trek. 

“I often fed afraid before I go," he 
said. “But once I am out there 1 feel 
ui te well, and I go step by step to see if 

can reach the goal Fm still quite 
strong, and still feel the necessity to do 
it. But I don’t suppose I will ever know, 
deep down inside myself, why I do it.” 


PEOPLE 


The Words in English, 
With Honors in French 

Rocker Johnny Hally day ad- 
mits it’s ironic that the French 
government has named him an 
officer of the Order of Arts and 
Letters, just as he has recorded 
an all-English album. Culture 
Minister Jacques Toaboo, while 
battling the increasing use of 
English in France, conferred 
the honor after Hal/yday’s con- 
cert at the Midem music trade 
fair in Cannes to promote the 
album, "Rough Town." The 
51-year-old Hallyday said, “It 
proves that languages have no 
borders.” 


□ 

Keith Lockhart, the associate 
conductor of the Cincinnati 
Symphony and Cincinnati Pops 
orchestras, will succeed John 
Williams as conductor of the 
Boston Pops, according to The 
Boston Globe. Boston Sympho- 
ny Orchestra Inc., which runs 
the Pops, said no appointment 
had been made, but acknowl- 
edged that Lockhart was high 
on the list. 

□ 

Mayor Marion Bany ticked 
off the Terminator when he was 
late for a lunch date in Wash- 
ington. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
who was running on a very tight 
schedule, was so annoyed that, 
after waiting 15 minutes for the 
mayor to arrive at the luncheon 
meeting to discuss bringing In- 
ner-City Games to Washington, 
he was heard muttering, “Let's 
just forget this mayor.” And so 
be did. Barry finally showed up 
almost an hour late. 

□ 

“Pulp Fiction” is ineligible for 
the Writers Guild of America's 
screenwriting awards. No matter 
that Quentin Tarantino's script 
has already received three best 
screenplay awards. The WGA 
strictly requires that nominated 
films must have been produced 
by members of the screenwriters' 
union. “Pulp Fiction" was made 
by two independent companies 
— neither of them a member. 
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Forecast tor Friday through Sunday, as provided by Accu-Weather. 



J««Vcain 

North America 

There is. potential tor another 
weekend snowswim n parts 
ol Hie mid-Atlantic region 
and a slight chance that it 
•vrft edge northward toward 
New England. A Hde snow is 
possible Friday In Chicago. 
The Southeast wiB have ram 
ana thunderstorms Friday 
into Saturday. 


Europe 

Most of the continent will 
have welcome dry wealher 
from Friday through the 
weekend. There will be 
some rain In Scotland and 
Ireland, and a strong 
onshore flow wfli cause rain 
and snow in Norway and 
Sweden. Rain will spread 
over the eastern Mediter- 
ranean region. 


Asia 

irately cob 
continue from North Korea 
through Manchuna with sea- 
sonable cold across South 
Korea. Japan and much of 
the test of eastern China. All 
o( these areas wil have gen- 
erally dry wealher. A lew 
Showers will occur in South- 
east Asia and Malaysa. 
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